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I. STATEMENT OF FACTS 

A. Some preliminary observations  

1- Six individuals were abducted in Turkey on February 2019. A single 

criminal investigation was initiated in April 2017 by the Ankara Chief Public 

Prosecutor’s Office against these six individuals who have been accused of having 

relations with some staffs of the National Intelligence Organisation (MIT). Lastly, 

on 6 August 2019, the applicants’ relative Yusuf Bilge Tunç has been abducted 

within the same context in Ankara. As the cases are closely related to each other, 

the circumstances of all the seven abducted cases which occurred in Ankara, 

Antalya and Edirne will be explained together. The facts of the cases can be 

summarized as follow: 

1. Some information about abduction cases occurred since the beginning of 
2016 in Turkey 

2- “Forced disappearance of the regime’s opponents, torturing them in secret 

sites for months or killing of them are practices seen in different periods of Turkish 

history. Those practices which Kurds suffered in the early 90s’ are now in use after 

a long time for the Gulen movement’s members. 

3- Intelligence reporter of pro-government daily Sabah, Abdurrahman 

Şimşek made the following statement on A Haber (News) TV Channel on 28 July 

2017: “In fact, the National Intelligence Agency (MIT) catches this person, 

interrogates him illegally and then hands him over to the police.”1  

4- With similar methods, members of the Gulen movement were abducted 

involuntarily from around the world and urgently brought to Turkey, with no 

respect to due process. These operations are conducted directly by the National 

Intelligence Agency (MIT). President Erdogan confirmed this information and 

declared that there was more to come.2 

5- The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention concluded that abduction 

of Kaçmaz family from Pakistan due to their membership to the Gulen movement 

                                                
1 http://www.tr724.com/siyah-transporterlari-desifre-etti-mit-kacirdi-illegal-sorguladi/  
2 https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/mitten-yurt-disindaki-fetoculere-3-asamali-operasyon-
376066.html ; and http://tr.euronews.com/2018/03/31/erdogan-dan-kosova-basbakan-na-kimden-
talimat-ald-n  
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was in violation of numerous human rights and decided that both Turkey and 

Pakistan violated these human rights.3 

6- Since the start of 2016, 29 individuals have been abducted. There have 

been 29 cases of enforced disappearance since the beginning of 2016. The names 

of abductees and their disappearance dates are as follows: Sunay Elmas, January 

27, 2016; Ayhan Oran, November 1, 2016; Mustafa Özgür Gültekin, December 21, 

2016; Durmuş Ali Çetin, May 17, 2017; Hüseyin Kötüce, February 28, 2017; 

Mesut Geçer, March 26, 2017; Turgut Çapan, March 31, 2017; Önder Asan, April 

1, 2017; Cengiz Usta, April 4, 2017; Mustafa Özben, May 9, 2017; Fatih Kılıç, 

May 14, 2017; Cemil Koçak, June 5, 2017; Murat Okumuş, June 16, 2017; Enver 

Kılıç, June 30, 2017; Zabit Kişi, September 30, 2017; Hıdır Çelik, December 6, 

2017; Ümit Horzum, December 6, 2017; Ayten Öztürk, March 13, 2018; Orcun 

Şenyücel, April 21, 2018; Hasan Kala, July 20, 2018; Fahri Mert, August 12, 2018; 

Ahmet Ertürk, November 16, 2018; Gökhan Türkmen, February 7, 2019; Yasin 

Ugan, February 12, 2019; Özgür Kaya, February 12, 2019; Erkan Irmak, February 

16, 2019; Mustafa Yılmaz, February 18, 2019; Salim Zeybek, February 20, 2019; 

Yusuf Bilge Tunç, August 6, 2019.4 (Annex 1, p. 1). 

7- There are still no words on the whereabouts or wellbeing of some of them 

and hope is already lost for them being alive. In February of 2016, six people were 

abducted in a similar way: Gökhan Türkmen, Yasin Ugan, Özgür Kaya, Erkan 

Irmak, Salim Zeybek and Mustafa Yılmaz. Gökhan Türkmen, Yasin Ugan, Özgür 

Kaya, Erkan Irmak turned up in the Anti-Terror Department of Ankara Police 

Headquarter after 6 months of their forced disappearance. Remaining 2 persons, 

Mustafa Yılmaz and Gökhan Türkmen, were found “being turned over to police”. 

a) Their first words: withdraw the applications lodged before 
international courts 

8- The observations of their wives, able to see them after months, are the 

same: They have lost extreme weight, have blanched and are scared. They have not 

been allowed to see their families or lawyers alone. The visits in police custody can 

be made under the surveillance of police officers or the surveillance of guardian in 

prison, despite being against the law. Besides, more than one police officers or 

                                                
3https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session81/A_HRC_WGAD_2018
_11.pdf  
4 https://boldmedya.com/en/2019/10/25/abductee-turns-up-in-police-custody-after-nine-months-
of-disappearance/  
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guardians are present during the visit. And the whole visit is filmed by video 

cameras. 

9- The first things they said were the same and they sound like to be dictated: 

“I don’t want a lawyer; withdraw the applications filed before international 
courts and institutions regarding our disappearance and tortures, give up on 
the complaints filed before Turkish courts, stop twitting.” 
 

b) They were not allowed to see lawyers retained by their families 

10- The formerly abducted persons were able to tell their families and lawyers 

about the tortures that they had experienced before being jailed. Thanks to those 

statements of which the courts had been aware afterward, the secret place of the 

Turkish Intelligence Service has been uncovered. 

11- This time, a different method has been followed for those last six. 

Officials did not let them meet their lawyers or families alone. They said they do 

not demand a lawyer with the memorized phrases while being in fear due to tortures 

they had faced for months. Then, some “surprise” lawyers, known by neither 

families nor appointed by a Bar association, have appeared. No one knows who 

paid those lawyers either. Those lawyers who display a nationalist profile have 

avoided giving information about those abductees persons to their families. 

12- One of those lawyers is Neslihan Koçer. She insisted upon there is no 

torture or abduction during our conversation. According to Koçer, they had hidden 

in an unknown place but then they decided to turn themselves in. She claimed that 

she came across Ugan and Kaya in the police headquarter where she was for 

another business. However, she left unanswered the question of why these persons 

did not ask for their lawyer. Following the publication by a media of her interview, 

she applied to a Turkish court and blocked access to the said media’s website in 

Turkey. 

c) Applications to International Courts 

13- Their families showed great efforts for months following their abduction. 

After exhausting all domestic remedies without any result, they tried remedies in 

international law. The Committee on Enforced Disappearance of the United 

Nations and the European Court of Human Rights accepted to review their 

applications and requested a defense from Turkey. And, one of the repeated phrases 

by all those 6 persons was “Withdraw your applications from international courts”. 

d) Twitter is the sole place of freedom 
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14- The families, who could not have their voices heard due to censorship 

over Turkish media, used social media, in particular, Twitter, very efficiently. The 

tweets of families racked up thousands of share and in this way, they received 

public attention. Sümeyye Yılmaz, the wife of abducted physiotherapist Mustafa 

Yılmaz, thinks that her use of Twitter played an important role to get her husband 

back alive. She said “my husband wants me to stop tweeting, does not want a 

lawyer and asks for withdrawal of international applications. Those cannot be my 

husband’s phrase, they sound like memorized phrases. ...”5 

e) Ankara Bar Association not being allowed to appoint a lawyer 

15- Ankara Bar Association has designated a committee of lawyers to visit 

the 6 abducted persons. However, the administration of prison did not allow the 

visit despite the provisions of law expressly authorizing it. Since the abducted 

persons were forced to say that they do not want to have a lawyer, the Bar 

association has been left unable to intervene. Turkey has never seen this level of 

pressure before. Kerem Altıparmak, a human rights lawyer, summarises the 

situation as follows: 

“People have gone missing for months. Their families have been looking for 
them at that time. This person turns up after months and says I was hiding. So 
he knows how his family’s situation is but do nothing. The person, coming out 
of nowhere, persistently decline his family’s and Bar association’s offer for 
having a lawyer. He insists upon working with a lawyer who is not known by 
himself or his family. The person who has been running for months suddenly 
become an informer and give many persons’ name away. Those persons are 
secretly tried by a special court. What a coincidence that the same scenario 
plays out for each abduction.”6 
16- Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, a rights activist and an MP from the pro-

minority rights Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), noted the similarities of the last 

abduction cases: 

                                                
5 https://boldmedya.com/en/2019/11/12/six-special-captives-of-erdogan-regime/  
6 https://boldmedya.com/en/2019/11/12/six-special-captives-of-erdogan-regime/ 



 5 

“Forced disappearances are the most important human rights violations. We 
receive reports of intense torturing in the aftermath of the abduction. They have 
been kidnapped and then turned up in police custody. In the latest cases, none 
of the abducted persons want to speak in police custody. Their wives believe 
that their husbands were forced to speak against their will. The same story goes 
for Gökhan Türkmen, the very last to be found, and all the other five persons; 
they have lost weight, their skin has got white due to lack of sunlight and been 
asking for the withdrawal of applications filled to international courts. All the 
cases are the same.”7 
 

f) A special court 

17- The special court, referred to by Kerem Altınparmak, is Ankara 

34th Assize Court. It is also known as 

“MİT Court” (Turkish Intelligence 

Organisation’s Court)” by the public. 

The cases in which MİT takes interest 

will be judged by this special court 

which was formed in September 

2019. This has been especially and 

posteriorly established by the HSK to 

MİT related cases. 

18- Four of them were brought 

to this court on 24 and 25 September 

for the first time. CHP lawmaker 

Sezgin Tanrıkulu, a prominent human rights activist, went to the Ankara Court 

House to observe the first trial. He describes what he has seen as: 

“I searched the courthouse with the families for two hours to find in which 
hearing room Salim Zeybek and Özgür Kaya’s trial is being held. No official in 
the courthouse gave us information regarding the place of trial. The hearing 
room of 34th Assize Court was empty. A secret trial is being conducted and this 
is against the law.”8 
 

g) Torture Center 

19- The 6 persons, after missing for months, are not being let to choose their 

lawyers, to meet their families alone and been tried secretly. They are even isolated 

in their prison cells. Thus, they could not find an occasion to talk about the tortures 

they underwent when they were missing. However, Ayten Öztürk and Zabit Kişi, 

                                                
7 https://boldmedya.com/en/2019/11/12/six-special-captives-of-erdogan-regime/ 
8 https://twitter.com/MSTanrikulu/status/1187290021381976065 
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apart from those 6 persons, had the occasion of telling the tortures they experienced 

in MİT’s torture center called “Çiftlik” in Ankara. They were able to describe, both 

orally and written, what they had gone through. 

20- Here are some of the things that Madam Ayten Öztürk experienced: 

“I was taken blindfolded to the torture room. They were first undressing me and 
handcuffing me in a hanging position to iron rings on the wall. They were 
pressing an electric shock device on all over my naked body. When they did this, 
my whole body was shaking and I was screaming at the top of my voice. They 
kept doing it until I passed out. Marks, looking like holes, were appearing on 
every part of my body where they applied the taser. Marks in which there are 2 
cm gaps between its edges. When I was sent to a prison, my fellow inmates 
counted my marks of which there are 898. When I was about to pass out, they 
were taking me to a bathroom and continue torturing with high-pressure water. 
Sometimes they were doing waterboarding for hours. While one was spraying 
high-pressure water, another one was holding me to fill the sack on my head 
with water. They used the shock device also while waterboarding me. And 
sometimes they were taking the sack off, opening my eyes and pouring the water 
in my nose. 
Moving was impossible in the place called “coffin”. In the cell, though, there 
was beaten, threat and swears on every occasion. They hit me in the head and 
face very harshly more than twice. They were doing this until my mouth and 
nose were covered with blood and got bruised. I was also given an electric shock 
through my little fingers and big toes. They wrapped a metal ring around my 
fingers and gave the shock by using a remote control. I passed out a few times 
so that I could not stand on my feet. When they stopped giving an electric shock, 
they were harassing all my body with their fingers and sticks. They were trying 
to thrust the stick into my genital area.”9 
 

21- Zabit Kişi also revealed in the court hearing his experiences of the torture 

center where he remained 103 days: 

“Once I got there, they undressed me. I am not able to talk about the harassment 
and dirty talks that I witnessed. Two persons held me by my arms and hit me on 
a kind of wall. They gave electric shocks of which they sometimes increased the 
voltage to different parts of my body starting from the top of it. When I was in 
sitting position, they turned the sole of my feet upwards and crashed my fingers 
one by one. One month later my fingers started recovering and some of my nails 
came back. While I was sitting handcuffed behind the back, they stepped onto 
the handcuffs. 
For a few days, I struggled to hold a spoon to eat the food they gave me. I had 
to take pills in prison due to the loss of sensation in my fingers and nerve 
damages. 
They threatened to rape me when I was naked and they attempted to do it with 
a hard object. They repeated this despite my begs. 
As I was sitting, two persons held me by arms and hit me in the back, my ribs 
got cracked. I suffered a lot each time I breathed due to the pressure of ribs on 
my lung. They were asking me to answer aloud, even though there was a sack 

                                                
9 https://www.voltairenet.org/article203000.html 
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on my head. To do that, I was taking deep and fast breathes through my mouth 
and because of that I experienced a respiratory problem and heartthrob. The 
torture team was changing but the torture was going on.” (Annex 2). 
 

22- Zabit Kişi and Ayten Öztürk were not even permitted by the courts to see 

doctors despite revealing the torture they went through. No probes were launched 

over the torture allegations.”10 

23- Ümit Horzum, one of the abductees since the beginning of 2016 in a 

similar way (see, Horzum v. Turkey, no. 4475/18, a pending case before the 

ECtHR), was subject to intensive torture in a secret detention centre too. He was 

subject to varying types of torture since his abduction on 6 December 2017. He 

was blocked by a black Volkswagen Transporter while he was driving on Ayvali 

Street in Etlik District of Yenimahalle, Ankara. Some men got out of the 

Transporter, removed Mr Horzum from his vehicle by force and placed him in the 

Transporter. Abductors beat him in the Transporter for a long time and eventually 

brought him to the building he would be kept. It is assessed that his ribs were 

broken in the van. He was held in a 3 m2 sound-proof solitary cell which was 

covered with soft fabric to prevent self-inflicted damage and kept under 

surveillance. For 131 days, Mr Horzum was left blindfolded and his hands tied 

except for meal times. When he tried to get himself out of blindfolds, he was 

warned by guards through speakers in the room. Initial stages of his abduction were 

marked with serious torture such as beating, electroshocks, putting in a box, 

appropriately-called “coffin”, perpendicular to the ground, standing up for hours 

or even days, administration of drugs so that -he thinks- he speaks out of his own 

will. He was given a meal usually once a day, sometimes twice a day. According 

to what Mr Horzum told his wife, people who brought him food and people who 

tortured him were different persons. Torturers were also responsible for his 

interrogation. Interrogators asked him questions and when his replies did not 

satisfy them, they resorted to torture. For 131 days, Ümit Horzum was asked a 

range of questions with investigations to follow according to his answers and 

interrogated again under new information obtained by his abductors. Those who 

interrogated Mr. Horzum for 131 days specifically asked him the following 

questions: "Who are developing Bylock like communication applications and 

where are they developed? How are these applications made? To whom are the 

                                                
10 https://boldmedya.com/en/2019/11/12/six-special-captives-of-erdogan-regime/  
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responsibilities transferred in place of those who have gone abroad from the Gulen 

Group? Who is making the assignment? Who are designing the new formation of 

Gulen Group in Turkey? How is the hierarchy functioning? How are the moneys 

transferred and through whom? Are there any know accounts? How does the 

money flow operates?" so on…” He was subject to intensive torture for the first 30 

days, and later left to heal, so that torture marks disappear. His abductors told him 

that he would have been released much sooner than 131 days if not for his wife 

Aynur Horzum made his case public and resorted to legal actions. Mr Horzum told 

his wife that there were more people in where he was held and he heard talks and 

screams in Kurdish too. He also stated that the place they were held was a two-

story building professionally designed beforehand for torture/interrogations. Mr 

Horzum further stated that he could peak through a gap in his blindfold to see a 

fair-haired man who spoke with a north-eastern accent (Black Sea region), made 

use of religious terminology, and called as “chief” (“amirim”) by other around him. 

Ümit Horzum also told that some of his abductors called others among them 

“chief” (“amirim”), which entails that the abductors are from the security apparatus 

of Turkey. Mr Horzum also conveyed to his wife that he was forced to sign a 

deposition taken -rather written on his behalf- with torture during his 131-day-long 

detention in the secret detention centre. Mr Horzum’s case present similarities with 

similar abductions with black Transporter vans that took place in the last couple of 

years in Turkey and with the present case. On this subject, journalist Cevheri 

Guven, who sought asylum in Europe, presented a documentary and Mr Horzum’s 

experience coincides totally with what has been featured in this documentary.11 

Events featured in this documentary are submitted in English and Turkish to the 

Court with the application form. 

2. Seven abduction cases occurred in February and in August 2019 
 

a) Abduction of Özgür Kaya and Yasin Ugan in Ankara city-centre 

24- Since the beginning of 2016, twenty-nine individuals have been abducted 

with similar methods to those of the present case, and after a while, some of them 

were handed over to the Anti-Terror Department of Ankara Police Headquarters 

with the condition that they will become “confessors (and/or informants)”. The 

others are still missing. Despite the facts that the family members of the abductees 

                                                
11 See, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KeoriSt1HAc  
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immediately reported the abductions to the police, gendarmerie, prosecutor, secret 

service, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior Affairs, the Turkish Parliament, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Prime Ministry and/or the Presidency, an “efficient 

investigation” has not been performed in any of these cases. In all these cases, the 

investigating authorities even abstained from accepting the complaint files for 

these abductions and did not want to record them as “kidnapping”. For days, they 

have done nothing about the complaints, while they put the cases off by claiming 

that the person is not in the hands of the state, or “he must be killed by the 

FETÖ/PDY terrorist organisation”, or “he must have escaped abroad”. Thus, as in 

the instant case before the ECtHR, the national authorities have never accepted that 

the respective people had been kidnapped and never taken the necessary measures 

such as an effective investigation in the sense of Articles 2, 3 and 5 of the ECHR. 

25- Özgür Kaya and Yasin Ugan, both of Ankara, were abducted from their 

apartment building on 13 February 2019, with police saying they have no 

information on their whereabouts. The abductions took place in front of 

eyewitnesses when a large group of armed men introduced themselves as 

plainclothes police officers. However, police told the victims’ families that they 

have no information on the abducted men. The incident took place in Altındağ 

district of Ankara on 13 February 2019. The heavily armed group surrounded the 

men’s apartment building on 1847th Street in Ankara’s Çamlık neighborhood in the 

afternoon. Hoods were put on the heads of Kaya and Ugan, and they were taken 

away in a white van, according to eyewitness accounts.12 

26- Mr. Özgür Kaya is of Turkish nationality. He was born on March 5th, 1978 

and resides in Ankara. Mr. Kaya was a teacher at a private school linked to Gülen 

movement that was shut down by an Emergency decree law. 

27- Madam Aycan Kaya, the wife of Özgür Kaya, one of the two abducted 

persons, was taken into custody within the scope of the investigation no. 

2019/69394 of Ankara Chief Public Prosecutor's Office with the accusation of 

being a member of FETO/PDY about one week before the abduction. She was 

released after 6 days in custody under the provisions of judicial control.   

                                                
12 https://stockholmcf.org/enforced-disappearance-2-more-men-abducted-by-armed-group-in-
broad-daylight-in-ankara/ 



 10 

28- Aycan Kaya, along with her lawyer, were subjected to the threats of 

prosecutor regarding his husband.  The prosecutor who took the testimony of the 

Madam Aycan Kaya, when the attorney was also present, told Aycan Kaya that 

"You will tell me where your husband is, or I will get you arrested, I will not 

prepare your indictment, no one will be able to release you". These statements 

appear that the prosecutor and the security authorities were searching for Özgür 

Kaya intensively and that Madam Aycan Kaya had been taken into custody due to 

this reason.  

29- On February 13th, 2019, Özgür Kaya and Yasin Ugan were apprehended 

from a flat at the address of “Çamlık Mahallesi, 1847 Sokak, No. 12/8, 06360 

Altındağ / Ankara” in Turkey. At around 14:45, approximately 40 individuals who 

introduced themselves as police officers, were heavily armed with automatic rifles 

and in plain clothes, surrounded the building and broke into the flat. Mr. Kaya and 

Mr. Ugan were handcuffed and black bags placed over their heads before being 

driven away in a white van with the plate number 06 AD 176 or 178 in broad 

daylight. 

30- There were several witnesses to this incident. Eyewitnesses saw two men 

with black bags over their heads being stuffed into a white van after a large group 

of armed men, security officials in civil clothes, raided an apartment building in 

which they stayed. The armed individuals stated that they were members of the 

“civilian police” and had official identity cards. They indicated that Mr. Kaya and 

Mr. Ugan were being detained in connection with a criminal investigation (Ankara 

Chief public prosecutor’s office, Investigation no: 2017/69394). The pair’s heads 

were bagged, citing eyewitness accounts which noted the men were taken away in 

a white van. “Yasin Ugan and Ozgur Kaya were taken from their residence in 

Ankara by some forty-armed men who identified themselves as the police”, 

according to those living in the district of Altındağ in Ankara. 

31- The gunmen, who introduced themselves as police officers, first went to 

the landlord of the flat where Özgür Kaya and Yasin Ugan lived and asked the 

photographs of both of them and asked if they knew them. The police told the 

landlord that there was a criminal investigation for these two people, and the 

investigation number (2017/69394) was written on a paper and given to the 

landlord. Afterward, they carried out an investigation into the apartment and 

judicial investigations such as searching and fingerprint research. Then they 
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covered the heads of Özgür Kaya and Yasin Ugan with black bags and took them 

into a white transporter vehicle. Some of the police officers who controlled the 

street stayed at “1847 Sokak” until 23:00 at night and checked the identities of the 

residents in the neighbourhood and asked them whether they knew the two people 

who had been abducted. In addition, they questioned the landlord of Mr. Kaya and 

Mr. Ugan’s apartment. All these events were witnessed by more than 40 people 

living on “1847. Street”. 

32- There is also a surveillance camera located on the street at “1437 Sok, no: 

9” and there are others cameras in the area, such as on “No: 3, Gökman Building”. 

33- Madam Aycan Kaya, wife of Mr. Özgür Kaya, applied to the Ankara 

Police Department on 13 February 2019, the Chief Prosecution Office on 14 

February 2019 and Ankara Bar Association on 15 February 2019 (see Annexes 

accompanying to the Government observations submitted to the ECtHR on 29 

March 2019 with respect to the application no. 14443/19). She also contacted 

several departments of the security directorate but was told that Mr. Kaya, the 

husband of Madam Kaya had not been arrested by the police. Mr. Kaya’s wife, 

who reported the incident to the Ankara police, were told there is no information 

about the whereabouts his husband. 

34- Aycan Kaya lodged a criminal complaint with the Chief public 

prosecutor’s office in Ankara on 16 February 2019. In her petition of complaint, 

Mrs. Kaya mentioned the following events:  

“I called the police on February 13th, 2019 at 23.35; but they told me to call in 
the morning. On February 14th, 2019, I called the police again; They told that 
they would inform their colleagues about the event and they would call me 
back. A police officer, at about 14.45, called me from the number: +90 312 384 
06 93. He told me that my husband was not taken into custody, instead, he fled 
to abroad with his two friends and they have the video recordings regarding this 
event. He also threatened me. He said that, they went to the flat where my 
husband was staying but could not catch them as they had fled six hours 
earlier...” On February 15th, 2019, I went to the address where my husband was 
abducted. Those who witnessed the incident said, “On February 13th, 2019, the 
police arrived. Two of them covered their heads with black bags and took them 
by a car whose plate number is 06 AD 176 or 178”.  The owner of the apartment 
said that he had been shown photographs by the police officers and they asked: 
“Do you know Yasin and Ozgur?" I request on behalf of my children and myself 
that the camera records and witness statements are taken and necessary actions 
be taken. 15.02.2019” (see Annex 2 submitted by the Government dated 29 
March 2019 with respect to the application no. 14443/19). 
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35-  On February 27th, 2019, the lawyer of Mrs. Kaya submitted a petition to 

the prosecutor's office with some requests. In this petition, the abductions were 

explained in detail and the lawyer required the following investigation steps:  

“I especially demand that Baki Yapraklı and Emine Yapraklı, who had rented 
the apartment to Özgür Kaya, should be heard as witnesses. I demand that other 
witnesses who witnessed the incident be identified and taken as witnesses. We 
also demanded to take part in their testimonies.  The surveillance camera of the 
building no: 9 in 1847. street may contain information about the event; I 
demand that the cameras of other apartment buildings and MOBESA cameras 
(Surveillance Cameras) near the street be investigated and acquired. In 
addition, I demand an effective investigation, in the sense of Articles of 2, 3 and 
5 of the ECHR” (see, Annex 4 submitted by the Government dated 29 March 
2019 with respect to the application no. 14443/19). 
 

36-  On this post, the prosecutor's office wrote an instruction to the police on 

February 28th, 2019 and, as stated below, requested some irrelevant investigations 

(Annex 5 submitted by the Government). However, no action was taken by the 

police, thereby, the prosecutor wrote the same order to the police again on March 

15th, 2019 (Annex 7 submitted by the Government). It was understood that no 

action had been taken. On March 27th, 2019, the prosecutor again ordered the police 

to 'conduct investigations meticulously' (Annex 8 submitted by the Government 

dated 29 March 2019 with respect to the application no. 14443/19). According to 

all the documents submitted by the Government, despite the prosecutor's 

instructions, the police did not provide any information to the prosecutor; this 

clearly shows that the police did not conduct any investigations, did not receive 

witness statements, did not collect camera images and didn't conduct effective 

investigations. 

37-  The event explained also by the wife of Yasin Ugan on 17 February 2019 

on Internet as follow: “My name is Selda Ugan. On Wednesday February the 13th, 

my husband Yasin Ugan in Ankara’s Altındağ district by a crowded group of 

people who claimed to be undercover police officers has been abducted with a bag 

thrown over his head. This happened in sight of the entire neighbourhood. Since 

then, we repeatedly contacted Ankara Police Department enquiring his 

whereabouts and his conditions, we couldn’t get any information. As of now, we 

don’t know anything. My children and I are extremely worried. I would like to call 

on authorities to inform us as to where he is and how he is. Thank you.”13 

                                                
13 https://twitter.com/_mhmt09/status/1097169478914375681 
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38-  Authorities provided no information to the families of Kaya and Ugan so 

far, Yasin Ugan’s wife appeared on a live broadcast with the rights advocate MP 

Omer Faruk Gergerlioglu on 26 February 2019. The wife of Yasin Ugan explained 

the event as follow: 

“I'm Selda Ugan; I'm Yasin Ugan's wife. On February 13th, a very crowded 
police team went to the street of the flat where my wife lived. Since this event 
was observed by all the neighbours, everyone says there is a very crowded 
police team. The neighbourhood’s grocery store owner knows; the people 
living in the apartment right across the flat know. When we went there, they 
told us as follows: “Civilian dressed armed people closed the two ends of the 
street; they even checked our identity cards.  They checked the identity cards 
of the people in the apartment. They entered the apartment by using force; 
they even shot the door of the apartment across the house 
simultaneously. And then they hurried, they covered something around their 
heads and put them in the van. Some police officers stayed in the 
neighbourhood. They kept searching the house and other apartments 
belonging to the landlord until 9.00.  They said they were “civilian policemen 
with automatic weapons."  When we first heard about it, we thought it as "a 
legal detention by the police". My brothers one by one asked everywhere; but 
they replied, "There is no one with this name." We started to worry upon this 
answer. Since then, we have been making official applications and we are 
also worried every day. Not only my husband, but there was also a person 
named Özgür Kaya with my husband. His family are waiting with the same 
concerns. Who took them?  Where did they take them to? What are they doing 
right now? We do not know... Two of my three children aged 11 and 15 are 
very worried about their father being abducted by armed people. Their 
psychology is not good. When we went to Human Rights Association, they 
mentioned similar cases in the last 2.5 years; I was even more worried after 
what I listened to. They spoke of torture; they mentioned about not being 
found.”14 
 

39-  Yasin Ugan’s brother Mikail Ugan stated in the same broadcast: 

“The incident took place on February 13th, 2019 in Ankara Altındağ district, 
Çamlık Quarter 1847. street, no: 12/8.   There was a search warrant for my 
brother; he didn't want to surrender because he didn't trust justice. He hasn't 
contacted us in the last two and a half years. On the evening of February 13, 
2019, we received the news that our brother was arrested. We thought it was 
a normal procedure. We went to the police to find out where he was being 
held. We searched all the security units until morning. "We have no such 
detention," they said. We also called the custody office; They said, "There is 
no such detention." We kept asking for a few days like this; However, no 
response was given to us from the police. Then we applied to CİMER and 
BİMER. These institutions have not yet given an answer. We went to the 
neighbourhood where the incident happened. People living in the 
neighbourhood said that "there was such an event" as follows.  A very 
crowded team, starting from the early daytime, checked their identity cards, 

                                                
14 @gergerliogluof, 26 Feb 2019 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmEvQgnMML4). 
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in the entrance and exit of the neighbourhood. People living in the 
neighbourhood expressed that police forces made their preparations in the 
daytime. We met the owner of the flat where my brother stayed. He said he 
talked to the police. The landlord asked the police: "Where are you taking 
these people?" and the police answered by showing custody documents to the 
landlord that there was an investigation about these people and gave the 
investigation number to the landlord.   Then we added the investigation file 
number given by the police to the landlord with their handwriting 
(Investigation No: 2017/69394) and we told the prosecutor. The prosecutor 
looked and said, "Yes, there really is an investigation file at this number." So 
it's not a fabricated investigation number; it's really a number given by the 
police. Today is 13. day and there still no news; no information is 
available.... We told the people in the neighbourhood that 40 people are 
claimed to have raided the quarter in the press;” Were they really 40?“ We 
asked. "Maybe they were more. They said. “Were they all armed?” We 
asked. They said, "Yes, they were all armed." They dressed in civilian 
clothes, but they introduced themselves as police officers and covered black 
bags around them and put them in a civilian white van during the arrest... On 
February 18, 2019, we filed a complaint to the public prosecutor. My 
attorney reported that the investigating prosecutor was present yesterday 
(February 25, 2019, a full week later, the prosecutor was appointed; 
added). However, he has told our lawyer that he has not yet had the 
opportunity to review the file. Then we applied to Human Rights 
Association. We applied to CIMER. We applied to the Ankara Bar 
Association's Human Rights Bureau. There is also a question proposal for 
the Assembly which has not been answered yet.  Congressman Mr. Sezgin 
Tanrıkulu and you (Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu) submitted a question 
proposal (soru önergesi). We still haven't been informed. We've been very 
miserable for 13 days. We are very worried about his life because we can't 
get news. If police took my brother, please explain. If those who took him are 
not the police, there are MOBESA cameras around which will reveal who 
took them.”15 
 

40-  HDP Kocaeli Congressman Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu made those 

statement about this incident:  

“On the first day we heard about this incident, we gave a question proposal 
to the Ministry of Interior. At the same time, we applied to the Human Rights 
Inquiry Commission of the Grand National Assembly via a petition. These 
are extremely important cases; because it is needed to apply immediately in 
such cases. We are waiting for an answer.  I also invited Ankara Police, the 
Ministry of Interior and the Presidency to make statements in the press 
conferences that I held many times. Officials have to make a statement. We 
were thinking that such events remained in old Turkey. However, similar 
events began to happen again. In the state of emergency, in the last 19 days, 
after 20 abductions, we have seen four more incidents. This is quite irritating 
indeed. There were four other incidents, one in Antalya, one in Edirne and 
two in Ankara. There is still no explanation from the 
authorities. Unfortunately, in many cases, we have encountered reckless 

                                                
15 @gergerliogluof, 26 Feb 2019 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmEvQgnMML4). 
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statements by the state authorities. We've really encountered some hard-to-
believe explanations. ... Özgür Kaya was also reported to have three 
children; they are also waiting for news from the authorities. In a state of 
law (rule of law), persons may be detained; they can be arrested. However, 
it is imperative that relatives be informed. After Yasin Ugan and Özgür Kaya 
were taken by people who introduced themselves as police officers, no 
explanation has been made for 13 days. There is no answer to the question 
proposals.  The Human Rights Inquiry Commission does not respond to our 
petitions. These are very important cases for human rights; the event of 
abducting people and the event of not being reported are quite significant.”16 
 

41-  On 16 February 2019, Madam Aycan Kaya made an official complaint 

to the Public Prosecutor in charge of the investigation in Ankara and the 

Ombudsperson. Mrs. Kaya remained the witness’s statement (the owner of the flat 

where Mr. Kaya had been living) to the public prosecutor and asked if there is a 

criminal investigation launched against her husband under the number given by the 

officials to the owner of the apartment. The public prosecutor acknowledged that 

there is an official investigation under the same number launched against Mr. 

Özgür Kaya and Mr. Yasin Ugan. However, the prosecutor indicated that he could 

not disclose any details or information about the content of the case files. Although 

the investigation number is verified to be a valid investigation initiated by the 

prosecution office, neither the public prosecutor in charge nor the police officials 

have given any information. The investigation authorities deny the detention of Mr. 

Kaya.  

42-  On 25 February 2019, the investigating prosecutor was appointed in this 

case, which had to be carried out with extremely urgent procedures. After 10 days, 

the prosecutor of the investigation has been appointed with the criminal 

complaint. The inhabitants of the neighbourhood were not listened as 

witnesses. Footages of MOBESA cameras at the scene of the abduction and those 

close to the scene were not obtained and protected. The plate recognition system 

(PTS) cameras were not examined and the vehicle (white van with a civilian plate) 

which was found to have taken Özgür Kaya ve Yasin Ugan was not determined by 

analysing camera recordings at the time of the incident regarding the possible 

routes they were taken to. While the vehicle's license plate was identified from the 

MOBESA cameras at the scene of the incident or near the scene, it could be 

determined through the PTS very simply by analysing which routes the vehicle 

                                                
16 @gergerliogluof, 26 Feb 2019 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmEvQgnMML4). 
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passed. However, investigation prosecutor was appointed after ten days and 

research on MOBESA and PTS is the most important process to detect and find out 

the abductors of Özgür Kaya in a short time. The plate of the car and to whom the 

car belonged was not investigated via PTS system and 12 days passed. 10 days 

after the criminal complaint, the prosecutor of the investigation was appointed. 

43-  Madam Aycan Kaya has also sent the letters to the Ministry of Interior 

Affairs and the Parliamentary Human Rights Inquiry Commission. On 18 February 

2019, the members of Parliament, namely Sezgin Tanrıkulu (CHP) and Ömer 

Faruk Gergerlioğlu (HDP), tabled questions to the Parliamentary Human Rights 

Inquiry Commission about the cases. Many parliamentary questions have been 

posed to the Executive by the Members of Parliament Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu 

(HDP), Mustafa Sezgin Tanrıkulu (CHP) and Cihangir İslam. However, the 

Executive has never responded to these parliamentary questions. 

44-  Mr. Özgür Kaya worked as a teacher in a private school which was closed 

after the declaration of state of emergency on 21 July 2016. As stated in the 

Government observations, he is accused of being “FETO/PDY” members and there 

is an official criminal investigation launched against him in 2017 (no. 2017/69394). 

In this respect, an arrest warrant has been issued by Ankara Criminal peace 

judgeship on 14 September 2017. 

45-  The Government states that “Özgür Kaya (and Yasin Ugan, added) is a 

person currently being sought by the judicial authorities”. This statement does not 

reflect the material truth. He was abducted by around 40 heavily armed persons 

belonging to the State security apparatus in the centre of Ankara. There are many 

people witnessed to this event and he was in the hand of the security forces. 

46- Even though the Turkish police initially denied having the two abducted 

persons in custody, the inquiry by their family members revealed that there was a 

label in their names and an investigation overseen by public prosecutor. 

47-  There have been many abduction cases in Turkey since a July 15, 2016 

failed coup, targeting supporters of the Gülen movement.17 Most of these people 

                                                
17 See for detailed information on politically motivated abductions cases in Turkey surrounded after 
the beginning of 2016 covered by International media outlets: https://correctiv.org/en/top-stories-
en/2018/12/06/black-sites/, https://turkeypurge.com/ever-wondered-about-turkeys-global-
abduction-programme, https://www.politico.eu/article/turkey-erdogan-suspicious-abductions-
raise-fears-of-state-role/, https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-
news/turkey/.premium.MAGAZINE-how-erdogan-s-loyalists-try-to-make-us-disappear-
1.6729331, https://ipa.news/2019/01/24/report-details-horrific-kidnappings-by-mit-both-abroad-
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are affiliated with the Gülen movement. A German media outlet named Correctiv 

last fall published a detailed report stating that Turkey tortures abducted people in 

secret detention centres.18 Human rights activist and Peoples’ Democratic Party of 

Peoples (HDP) deputy Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu said another Turkish national was 

abducted by Turkey’s intelligence organisation in February 2019, based on a report 

to him from the victim’s family. Erkan Irmak, 43, was abducted in front of his flat 

in İstanbul on the night of February 16, and his family has been unable to reach 

him since, Gergerlioğlu tweeted on 3 March 2019. “Neither the police nor the 

prosecutor has given an explanation! The country has gone off the rails. [Interior 

Ministry], why are you silent?” he said.19 

48-  Deputy from the Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) Ömer Faruk 

Gergerlioğlu continued to post messages on social media (see, @gergerliogluof) 

and to make statements in the Parliament on the growing number of abductions in 

Turkey especially since the beginning of 2019 (6 cases until the April 2019). 

49-  On 27 March 2019, the deputy wrote, “Everyone is talking about the 

upcoming elections, but as a human rights defender, I care about these six 

abducted men,” listing the names and number of days missing: Salim Zeybek, 34 

days; Erkan Irmak, 38 days; Yasin Ugan, 42 days; Özgür Kaya, 42 days; Mustafa 

Yılmaz, 36 days; and Gökhan Türkmen, 47 days. Gergerlioğlu also questioned if 

these abductees are being tortured somewhere in an effort to raise awareness of the 

issue.20 

50-  MP Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu tweeted again on 5 April 2019 as follow:  

“The Election is over but those abducted have not been found yet…! Why is 
Turkey silent? Will you be sensitive only when it is announced by the press!? 
Salim Zeybek is missing for 44 days. Erkan Irmak is missing for 48 days. Yasin 
Ugan is missing for 52 days. Özgür Kaya is missing for 52 days. Mustafa Yılmaz 
is missing for 44 days. Gökhan Türkmen is missing for 57 days. THEY WERE 
ABDUCTED. Find them. Where are they [Interior Ministry]?”21 
 

51-  The secretary general of the Turkish Human Rights Association Osman 

İşçi said on 19 September 2017 that, “… There is a deterioration of human rights 

                                                
and-in-turkey/, https://www.politico.eu/article/turkey-erdogan-suspicious-abductions-raise-fears-
of-state-role/ 
18 https://correctiv.org/en/top-stories-en/2018/12/06/black-sites/ 
19 https://twitter.com/gergerliogluof/status/1102207229036507136  
20 https://stockholmcf.org/turkish-police-raid-house-of-abducted-civil-servant/ 
21 https://twitter.com/gergerliogluof/status/1114077277636132864  
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(in Turkey, added) at a general level and unfortunately there is no effective 

investigation into torture and mistreatment allegations.”22 

52-  A report presented to the Council of Europe claims that MIT (National 

Intelligence Organisation) carries out abductions targeting alleged Gulen affiliates, 

to take them in for interrogation in extra-legal confinement.23 

53- Until the beginning of August 2019, no information or explanation were 

given to the families of two kidnapped people by the state authorities (Ministry of 

Interior, Ministry of Justice, public prosecutor, Police, MİT, Parliamentary Human 

Rights Inquiry Commission, etc.) despite the fact that their families members had 

applied many times to these authorities and the fate. 

54- US Department of State published its annual report on human rights on 

5 April 2019. In this report, the following statements are made about Turkey: 

“Human Rights issues included reports of arbitrary killing, suspicious deaths of 

persons in custody; forced disappearances; torture; arbitrary arrest and detention 

of tens of thousands of persons, including opposition members of parliament, 

lawyers, journalists, foreign citizens, and three Turkish-national employees of the 

U.S. Mission to Turkey for purported ties to “terrorist” groups or peaceful 

legitimate speech; political prisoners, including numerous elected officials and 

academics; closure of media outlets and criminal prosecution of individuals for 

criticizing government policies or officials; blocking websites and content; severe 

restriction of freedoms of assembly and association; restrictions on freedom of 

movement; and violence against women, and members of other minorities.”24 

55-  From the beginning 2016 to now, 29 individuals have been abducted 

within the last three years and all twenty-nine incidents have the same 

characteristics. Some of the victims were delivered to the police after having 

interrogated under torture. Along with some recent examples of enforced 

disappearances mostly in Ankara, all the victims have the same feature of being 

alleged ties to the Gülen movement targeted by the Government. Similarly, wife of 

Salim Zeybek, who was abducted in Edirne, applied to the police station in Ankara 

Esentepe neighbourhood on March 12, 2019 for information. In this centre she told 

                                                
22 https://www.politico.eu/article/turkey-erdogan-suspicious-abductions-raise-fears-of-state-role/ 
23 https://ipa.news/2019/03/04/abductions-on-the-rise-in-turkey-as-the-latest-horrific-one-see-a-
father-brutally-kidnapped-in-front-of-his-kids/ 
24 https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/TURKEY-2018-HUMAN-RIGHTS-
REPORT.pdf  



 19 

the police about the abduction of her husband, but the police officers did not believe 

this incident. However, after a few calls, their facial expressions changed and they 

did not hide their astonishments. A police officer said Salim Zeybek's wife: "your 

husband's health is good, he is at the hand of the State and you should go home 

and wait"25 (see, @SalimZeybek, 2 April 2019, 09:05 AM; Annex 1, p. 2). 

56-  The family’ members of the kidnapped people lodged individual 

applications with the Constitutional Court and requested application of interim 

measures. They complained before this Court violation of Articles 2, 3 and 5 of 

ECHR. The requests for interim measures were rejected by the Constitutional 

Court. Considering the fact that “the public prosecutor instructed the relevant 

police department to gather all necessary evidence in respect of the alleged 

disappearance/abduction of the applicants’ relatives and that this investigation is 

still on-going”, two judges of Constitutional Court held that “there was no ground 

to send the request for interim measures to the Section for assessment.” The 

reasoning of the Constitutional Court was summarized in the Government’s 

previous observations dated 29 March 2019 in the case of Kaya and others v. 

Turkey, no. 14443/19, § 18, as follow: 

“In the reasoning of the mentioned decision, the Constitutional court drew 
attention to the fact that upon the criminal complaint filed by the applicant(s) 
… on 16 February 2019, the Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office immediately 
initiated a criminal investigation and instructed the Ankara Police Department 
to gather all necessary evidence that may reveal the whereabouts of the 
applicants’ relative(s), and to the fact that the said investigation concerning the 
subject matter of the application in question is still on-going. The Constitutional 
Court also noted that the application must separately by examined as to its 
admissibility. In this respect, the examination on the admissibility and merits of 
the said individual application is still pending before the Constitutional Court.”   

57-  The reasoning of the Constitutional Court is manifestly ill-founded for 

many grounds. First, the Chief public prosecutor’s office did not immediately 

initiate a criminal investigation. It took ten days to charge a prosecutor to 

investigate a case which require immediate actions such as collecting evidences, 

getting CCTV footages, obtaining testimonies of the residents of “1847 Sokak” in 

Ankara, etc. (see, Application form in the case no. 14443/19, statement of facts). 

                                                
25 https://twitter.com/SalimAzeybek/status/1113095180360577025 ; 
https://twitter.com/cihangirislam/status/1113205243221807104 ; 
https://twitter.com/gergerliogluof/status/1113192575954030594. 
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Although Madam Kaya filed a complaint on February 16th, 2019, the first action 

taken was on February 28, 2019 when the prosecutor filed an order to the police. 

58-  Secondly, public prosecutor did not give relevant instructions to the 

Ankara Police Department. As stated above, in this case, it is so important to get 

immediately CCTV footages and PTS footages in order to obtain information to 

disclose the destination of the white van with the number plate 06 AD 176 or 178.  

59-  Third, the prosecutor should have ordered the police to determine whom 

the vehicle belongs to. However, no order was given about the vehicle. Once the 

owner of the vehicle is identified, it will be possible to determine who the abductors 

are and whether they are state officials.  

60-  Fourth, despite the fact that Madam Kaya’s representative had submitted 

a petition to the public prosecutor on February 27, 2019 (see, Annex 4 submitted 

by the Government on 29 March 2019 in the case no. 14443/19), neither the 

investigation orders had been given nor the statements of those who lived on the 

1847 street and had witnessed the incident were taken. Although the testimony of 

the owner of the apartment where Mr. Kaya and Mr. Ugan stayed was very 

important, his statement has not been taken. The owner of the apartment (where 

Mr. Özgür Kaya and Mr. Yasin Ugan stayed) went to the Ankara Courthouse some 

days after the incident in order to give a testimony in respect of the public 

prosecutor’s request by an SMS. However, his testimony was not taken by the 

public prosecutor and a clerk said to him that “the public prosecutor in charge was 

changed and if the prosecutor newly charged with the case desires, he can call for 

you again”. Since then, the owner of the apartment has never been called for by the 

public prosecutor in duty and his testimony has never been taken. 

61-  In this regard, the prosecutor did not give any instruction to the police 

about the witnesses; he gave irrelevant instructions which had no effect in terms of 

elucidating the case. As stated in the Government's submissions, the prosecutor's 

office gave totally irrelevant instructions to the police (see, the government 

previous observations dated 29 March 2019 in the case of Kaya and others v. 

Turkey, no. 14443/19, § 11). 

62-  First, those who abducted Mr. Kaya have most probably turned off his 

mobile phone or removed the SIM Card. 

63-  Secondly, it is not important in terms of illuminating this event to 

determine the location of Kaya's last shopping location.  As Kaya is hiding, he 
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knows that he is being looked for and he estimates the risks of shopping with credit 

card. 

64-  Third, the determination of the hospital or other institutions that Kaya 

may have applied to has no importance in terms of elucidating this event. The 

incident took place in front of many witnesses, the location of the abduction, the 

time and the characteristics of the abductors are known. 

65-  Forth, it is of no importance to try to reach those who called Aycan Kaya 

in terms of the detection of the ones who abducted Mr. Kaya. This information may 

be required if the event occurred in an unknown manner; however, how the incident 

happened was seen by dozens of witnesses in broad daylight. 

66- Fifth, the issue of whether Mr. Kaya and Mr. Ugan was taken into custody 

was questioned by their family members several times and no answer was taken 

from the police and the prosecutor's office.  In addition, research on whether Mr. 

Kaya and Mr. Ugan fled abroad is also completely irrelevant. State institutions and 

investigators know very well how the incident happened.  Mr. Kaya and Mr. Ugan 

was abducted by around 40 people, who were known as police officers and who 

were heavily armed. In Ankara city centre, it is impossible for 40 people without 

being police or other armed state power to enclose a street in daylight; no terrorist 

group can even dare that.  In short, when all the features of the event are assessed 

together, Mr. Kaya and Mr. Ugan were abducted by police or armed persons 

attached to the intelligence unit of a state unit who identified themselves as police 

officers. The most important proof of this situation is the investigation number 

given to the owner of the flat who witnessed the events. It is impossible for 

anybody to know this investigation number except for government officials; 

criminal investigations are confidential and it is impossible for anyone to know the 

investigation number apart from the police or MIT. Considering that the 

prosecutor's office confirmed the investigation number, there is no doubt that Mr. 

Kaya and Mr. Ugan were abducted by state officials; thinking the opposite forces 

the limits of reason.   

67-  Sixth, the research on Mr. Kaya's relationship with the aforementioned 

organization does not matter in terms of finding Mr. Kaya.  In fact, he is already 

being investigated for membership of the FETO/PDY. All these prosecutor's 

instructions, which are not directed towards the circumstances in which the incident 

took place, are completely irrelevant and perfunctory. 
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68-  The instructions to be taken by the public prosecutor, considering the 

special circumstances of this incident, should be: a) Obtain and protect the security 

camera records and the Plate Recognition System (PTS) records close to the scene, 

without prompt evidence being lost. b-) The number plate of the 06 AD 176 or 178 

car is tracked on the date of the event and where it is going, where it reaches and 

by which road it leaves, by PTS system, and register this information; Find the 

vehicle and protect it. c- Identify the vehicle owner and get his/her statement. d-) 

Take testimonies of the people living on the 1847 Street and witnessing the 

incident. e-) Take the testimony of the owner of the apartment where Mr. Kaya 

stayed. etc. No instructions have been given on these matters which were extremely 

important in terms of illuminating the case. However, all these matters were 

requested by Madam Kaya and her representative (see, Annexes 2 and 4 submitted 

by the Government with their previous observations dated 29 March 2019 in the 

case of Kaya and others v. Turkey, no. 14443/19). 

69-  Nevertheless, the Constitutional Court considered the irrelevant 

instructions of the prosecutor as relevant and considered it sufficient to collect all 

evidence. The court made this decision without waiting for the police to conduct 

any research. In the decision it is written that "the prosecutor's office wrote an 

instruction letter to the police but the police had no answer." (Annex 10, p. 2, 

submitted by the Government on 29 March 2019 in the case of Kaya and others v. 

Turkey, no. 14443/19). The court ruling also used the following reasoning: “the 

chief public prosecutor’s Office immediately initiated a criminal investigation and 

instructed the police to gather all necessary evidence that may reveal whereabouts 

of the applicants’ relative.” If the Constitutional Court had carefully looked at the 

prosecutor's instructions, it would have explicitly seen that none of the instructions 

were relevant about Mr. Kaya and those who are responsible for his abduction.  The 

reasoning of the decision of the Constitutional Court was therefore manifestly ill-

founded, as were the instructions given by the public prosecutor to the 

police. Briefly, both the prosecutor's office and the Constitutional Court made 

purely demonstrative or so-called decisions and did not take any effective steps to 

elucidate the incident, to find Mr. Kaya and Mr. Ugan and to identify the kidnapers. 

70- According to witness statements, in the last days of April 2019, officers 

from the Police Headquarters were sent to the district where the abduction took 
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place and ensured the camera recordings of the apartment blocks that have security 

cameras have been deleted.  

71- Lastly, in an audience held on 23 June 2020, Mr. Yasin Ugan dared to 

state that he had been abducted on 13 February 2019 in Ankara together with 

Özgür Kaya by heavily armed public agents and then placed in a secret detention 

centre where he had been seriously tortured during nearly six months by the 

public agents26. The Government is invited to submit to the Court Mr. Yasin 

Ugan’s statements made before the 34th Assize Court in Ankara. According to 

Stockholm Center for Freedom, a human rights-oriented NGO based in Stockholm: 
“Yasin Ugan, (…) has revealed in court that he was tortured by security officers, 

according to a prominent Turkish human rights activist. Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, a 

rights activist and a member of parliament, tweeted that Ugan had been tortured for 

six months after being kidnapped on February 13, 2019, with his head covered with a 

black plastic bag most of the time. Ugan also said he was only allowed to take three 

showers during the time he was missing, Gergerlioğlu said. Ugan, a former civil 

servant fired from his job by the government in the aftermath of a 2016 coup attempt, 

appeared in court on Tuesday over his alleged membership in the Gülen movement. (..) 

Ugan also denounced a 58-page statement that he said he was forced to sign under 

duress by the security officers, and dismissed the lawyer who was assigned by the bar 

association. Nearly 30 people have reportedly been abducted by Turkish intelligence 

agents since 2016. Two of them were able to flee the country and told foreign media 

about the torture they had endured during their enforced disappearance.” 27 

72- With respect to Mr. Özgür Kaya, 16 December 2019, Madam Aycan Kaya 

and her children withdrew the application lodged with the ECtHR on 25 March 

2019. They stated in their letter that they withdraw their application “because of 

the fact that their relative has been found, he declares that he had not been 

abducted and demands the withdrawal of the application”.  The Court decided to 

strike the application out of its list of cases on 19 March 2020 with the following 

reasons: “The Court takes note of the wish expressed by the applicants to withdraw 

the application. In the absence of any special circumstances regarding respect 

for the rights guaranteed by the Convention or its Protocols, the Court, in 

                                                
26 https://stockholmcf.org/another-man-testifies-about-torture-by-security-officers-during-
enforced-disappearance/  
27 https://stockholmcf.org/another-man-testifies-about-torture-by-security-officers-during-
enforced-disappearance/  
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accordance with Article 37 § 1 (a) of the Convention, considers that it is no longer 

justified to continue the examination of the application” (Aycan KAYA and Others 

v. Turkey, no. 14443/19).  

b) Abduction of Mr. Salim Zeybek in Edirne 

73- Fatma Betül Zeybek, the wife of Salim Zeybek, said her husband was 

abducted by armed men in the Turkish province of Edirne on the evening of 

February 21, 2019. Writing from her husband’s Twitter account on Monday, 

Zeybek said the family’s automobile was stopped by armed men at the Havsa toll 

booth in Edirne while their 6 and 9-year-old children were in the vehicle. The 

woman said the men threatened to harm her family if she reported the incident to 

the police and that that was the reason she waited five days to file a criminal 

complaint at a prosecutor’s office against the perpetrators of the incident. “Only 

today I was able to file a criminal complaint [against the abductors]. I have not 

heard from my husband for six days. I am worried for his life, I don’t know where 

he is,” the woman tweeted, asking for assistance from Turkish authorities to find 

her husband.28 

74- Full details of the kidnapping of Salim Zeybek are as follows in the words 

of his wife, Fatma Betül Zeybek (see “Request for Interim Measures” dated 19 

April 2019 in submitted in the case Fatma Betül Zeybek and Others v. Turkey, no. 

21330/19, p. 3-6): 

“My husband, who I was unable to meet for the last two and a half years, 
notified me that he wants to meet me and our children. On 12 February 2019, I 
took the 02.00 a.m. bus from Ankara to Istanbul. We were able to meet my 
husband at around 5 or 6 p.m. in the evening in Beylikdüzü district. After we 
embraced each other and spent some time together, we parted ways to spend 
the night at different apartments. He directed me to another apartment. I do not 
know where this place was. I cannot recall the district either, it was after dark. 
We stayed at this apartment with the kids without stepping a foot outside, until 
21 February 2019. On 21st, my husband came at about 5 p.m. and we set to road 
in about 15 minutes. 

I knew neither the driver, nor the way. I remember seeing signs for 
Edirne and Havza. The driver was either telling us stuff about himself or talking 
on the phone. My husband was sitting on the back seat with the kids and I was 
in the front. 

Each time I tried to talk to my husband, the driver interrupted and asked 
questions. I understood that I would not be able to talk to him freely, and since 
I did not know the driver, I did not bother. I hadn’t talked with my husband, but 

                                                
28 https://stockholmcf.org/enforced-disappearance-two-more-men-abducted-in-turkey/ 
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I understood that the driver was going to drop us somewhere. The driver said 
there was a car driven erratically and suggested to drop us after it got passed. 
I could not understand why. Later, that car overtook us. Our driver switched to 
the right lane to drop us but suddenly swerved back into the road, accelerated 
hard and swerved back right as if about to stop. The car in front of us made the 
same manoeuvres. 

The car in front then stopped in the middle of the road. We too had 
stopped, and as we were about to get out, the driver turned the car around 180 
degrees, floored it to reach 120-130 km/h on the hard shoulder in the wrong 
way. I saw the right-hand side mirror hit and fallen off, we were lightly hitting, 
scratching with whatever is on the right lane, TIRs, trucks, you name it. We then 
took a left curve, still going the wrong way, skidding and scratching to 
sidebars… Meanwhile, I was shouting, “What are you doing? What are you 
doing? Stop the goddamn car; how could you drive on the wrong way?” I 
remember at the time I thought our families would collect our four corpses. I 
tried to look back to check on my children. I could not see them; I think my 
husband leaned on to protect them. 

Afterwards, the driver just managed to stop the car and shouted: “Run! 
Run!” We ran towards pine-trees on the side of the road. I held hands with one 
of my kids and my husband took the other. We ran aimlessly, without knowing 
why we ran and why we should run. 

When we heard gunshots from behind, I remember hugging my children 
and shouting: “There are children, children! We are unarmed! Why do you 
shoot at unarmed people?” I was shouting, they were shouting and we were 
crying. My children were crying: “Mom, we are scared.” When they yelled to 
my husband: “On to the ground!”, he did so. Before standing him up, one of 
them pushed him roughly. I recall crying: “Treat him well!” They separated 
three of us from my husband. Two men handled him and took him to a white car. 
When I said “Take us too, do not leave us!”, they replied “We will take you to 
him too.” It was a great sorrow that my children had to see all this. Insistently, 
I asked “Who are you? Are you the police?”, they all replied, “Yes, we are 
Edirne police.” However, I noticed some of them kept their hoods on their heads 
as they were trying to hide their faces. On the side of the road, there were 8 or 
10 other men, some with beards, some cleanly shaved, some armed and some 
tall. I saw a police ID on one of them, I could not recall his name. He asked, 
“What are you doing here? How did you get here?” As I was saying “Didn’t 
you see the driver? He drove on the wrong way.”, he replied “I got involved 
later on.” I asked “Were you passing by?”, he said “Yes”. He seemed like he 
was trying to make sense of the situation. 

They put us into a white car. They kept speaking on the phone. When the 
kids had to use the restroom, I helped them along with their permission. I guess 
we spent about half an hour there. As I looked back, I saw three men in official 
gendarmerie uniforms. I could not see the crashed car because of the crowd, 
but I guess they were gathered around it. They fetched us some water. Two men, 
one armed, in civilian clothing said “We are going to Edirne Police 
Headquarters” and took me and two children to a white [Dacia] Duster. 

As we drove towards Edirne, they turned towards Istanbul. They were 
constantly on the phone. I heard them saying: “There is no gas, we cannot bring 
them, you come and get them.” The one with the gun was constantly on the 
phone. Every time his phone rang, they stopped the car, he got out, spoke and 
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got back in. He was watching us all the time; he even scratched his nose with 
his gun. I kept asking if they were taking us to police headquarters and they 
always said yes. They now said they were going to transfer us to Istanbul police. 
I asked “If possible, could there be a female officer?”, he said “Yes, there will 
be.” As he received another phone call and got out of the car, he opened the 
boot, where our stuff was, and I heard several times “In coma, in coma…”, “He 
is in coma!” He hung up the phone as he got in the car. He received another 
phone call, and said “in coma” again. I asked the driver “Who is in coma? My 
husband?” He said “No, not your husband, he is talking about somebody else.” 
I thought this was a codeword among themselves. He then got into Opet, a gas 
station, got 100 TL worth of gas and two pieces of chocolate for the kids. After 
dark, he said “We are going to transfer you but apparently there is no woman.” 
I asked “Are they police?”, they said “Yes”, but I and the children felt really 
restless as the approaching car looked nothing like a police vehicle and there 
was no woman. 

On the driver’s seat [of the car just came], a man, aged 55 to 60 with a 
beret on was seated, while another man, aged also 55 to 60 with a hoodie on 
stood outside with his legs spread to cover the licence plate. The licence plate 
number was 34 FF 9017.  The car was a dark grey, manual -I think- Toyota 
with dark-tinted windows. Once we got into the car, the guy standing in front of 
the car sat down to the front seat and next to us sat a skinny young brunette man 
with longish slick-back hair, sporting rectangular full rim spectacles, probably 
about 25 years old wearing a thin moustache as if to make himself look older. 
Immediately after, he tried asking supposedly psychological questions: “How 
are you? How do you feel?” He constantly received instructions on the phone. 
If he were to talk, he asked the car to be stopped, he was texting all the time. 
From time to time, they turned to sideroads, stopped the car and turned on the 
radio loud and tried to cause distraction. They told me they were going to drop 
us to somewhere in Istanbul. “Where should we drop you?” they asked. I said: 
“Where can I go at this time of the night and how? I don’t know anywhere.” I 
could not think at that moment. He gave me my ID back with some money. I 
didn’t want to take it. They said “We are going to let you talk to your husband.” 
I thought it was going to be face-to-face but he turned the loudspeakers on: 

My Husband: “Don’t cry, dear! I asked, they are going to drop you at the 
bus station.” 
Me: “You say that to calm us.” 
My Husband: “Surely, but I am well.” 
Me: “They tell me not to go to the police.” 
My Husband: After some silence, “Don’t go then.” “Go back to Ankara and 
keep on living from where you left off. If God wills, we shall meet again.” 
Me: “Keep living? What sort of life then?” As they were about to hang up, I 
said “Can I ask one more thing?” and said “We are well as well, don’t 
worry, children are asleep, I wish they could hear your voice…” I could only 
further say: “I love you.” 

After he hung up, he made another phone call and said: “We will not 
drop you at the bus station, we will take you to Ankara.” I said “My husband 
said [you were going to drop me at the] bus station.” I was worried since I did 
not know if they were really going to take me to Ankara, given that it is a long 
way. In the end, I had to take a trip with three stranger men. My younger child 
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once asked: “Mom, are they going to kill us?” I tried to calm him/her down. 
They said “We are going to take you [there].” 

After a while, I asked the young man sitting next to me “Could we make 
a toilet break? Opets (a brand of gas stations) are usually clean.” I asked for 
the break when the children were awake so that I don’t have to leave my kids 
alone with them. At first, he seemed to let us, but later they said “Not in a gas 
station.” After some time later, I asked again, saying “I am okay with anywhere 
you said, a mosque’s restrooms are also good.”, but they refused. He said “We 
can stop by the road, if you want, you can do it there.” I got angry and said 
“You do it there! Do not make me talk bad!” 

The kids were asleep for the most of the trip, as they were really tired. 
They woke up every now and then to look around and check if we arrived. I 
however, was up for the most part since I was nervous and could not take a toilet 
break. As we arrived in Istanbul, they turned to Kumburgaz (an outer suburb, 
added), cruised around a little bit and stopped the car. They opened the boot 
and shuffled some stuff there. I realized this because the kids were asleep and 
cold air blew in from there. Later, he said “Keep your head down.”, I didn’t get 
it. The driver got out of the car, leaned in in front of the car and opened and 
closed the front passenger door, as if he was taking something. (As time passed, 
I figured they changed licence plates of the car by stopping at a remote street, 
leaning in in front of the car and opening/closing doors. They did it quite fast, 
once as we entered Istanbul, once we left and three or four times on the way.) 

 We passed the Bosphorus Bridge on this foggy night. I remember 
inadvertently telling the kids “We are passing the Bosphorus Bridge.” As I did 
my formation in Istanbul, I knew the Opet gas station just before exiting the city. 
We used to always stop there. They did not stop there, but stopped at the next 
gas station, Aytemiz Petrol. At this point, I heard the driver’s voice for the first 
time. The pump operator asked “Gas?”, the driver replied “Yes, fill it up, for 
200 TLs.” I recall the operator stared at the car puzzled. I thought he saw us 
but obviously he never did because of the dark tinted windows. However, 
footage of this car must be there. 

As we drove to Ankara, my older child leaned against my legs and the 
young on top of him/her. When I put my arm on top of the little one, I ended up 
leaning to the right. I saw beforehand that from time to time the driver was 
covering the left sidemirror with his arm but could not make sense of it. Once I 
leaned to my right though, I realized a car behind us was flashing its high 
beams. At first, I thought he wanted to overtake but he did not. I maintained my 
position and figured out that this vehicle was trailing us. It maintained its 
distance from us. Whilst we entered Ankara, I realized a white sporty car driving 
really fast in front of us, as if to make way for us. It could be a [VW] Golf or 
Polo, a white one. They asked for our address and said they would drop us 
somewhere near. I didn’t want to give our full address, so told them a nearby 
street. We followed the airport way and from Forum Ankara (a shopping centre) 
side of the Etlik intersection, merged into Yozgat boulevard. They drove on 
Yozgat Blouvard for some time, took a right to 146. Avenue, crossed Seval 
Avenue and took a left at the end of the Avenue to enter one-way Haci Bektas 
Street, passing Altunbilekler Grocery Store, Turkcell shop and Ismail Enderuni 
Middle School on the right-hand side (Annex 2 submitted with the application 
form in the case no. 21330/19): According to CCTV footage, at around 05.06 
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a.m.) At the end of the street, they turned right to Soylu Street, passing Farabi 
Mosque on the left-hand side and dropped us in 178. Street. 

They gave me some of my personal belongings back, namely a pencil 
box, perfume, roll-on deodorant, lip balm, wet wipes and some of the kids’ toys, 
in a white plastic bag. Our other personal belongings, such as my wallet, my 
cell phone which contained all my communications (WhatsApp, Instagram, e-
mail etc.) without any passwords and kids’ iPad, were not given back to me. 
These electronic devices contained our photos as well. At first, I could not figure 
where they left us, but as we walked, I found my way home. They brought me 
from a different route than I suggested but the drop-off was in the vicinity of my 
home. As I was trying to dress up my children to get out, I forgot about the 
vehicle trailing us but I felt like it was also parked. After we got out, I kept 
walking while looking behind my back to determine the licence plate number of 
the car we were in. As we were transferred into this car, I could only see 34 FF 
part, and the rest was blocked by the guy standing in the way. After I got out 
this time, I intentionally looked behind to see the rest of the licence plate, which 
was 9017. I think the licence plate used while entering Istanbul and Ankara was 
34 FF 9017. I could not note the licence plate number of the car following us. I 
guess, as I ponder on these, my husband was in one of the following cars. At the 
time, I thought why would they come all this way just to drop me off. I think, if 
they were to bring my husband in anyway, they could as well just bring me 
along. 

They were going to drop us in Istanbul, but all of a sudden, they didn’t. 
However, they went on as if they were ready for the trip regardless. I had the 
chance to observe these men. Despite the dark, sun visors of the two sitting in 
front were down. The man sitting on the front passenger seat took his hood off 
one time, I saw his well-cut all-white hair and realized he sounded more like 
‘y’s instead of ‘r’s. The two men sitting in front were very well-dressed. The 
man sitting next to me was wearing a “The North Face” coat. All three kept 
speaking on the phone and the two in front followed instructions received on the 
young one’s phone. They addressed the young men “Chief Inspector”. I heard 
several times that the young man addressed the person on the other side of the 
line as “Chief Inspector” as he got out of the car to speak. The young man’s 
nails were severely bitten. When I got in and out of the car, this young man 
cautioned me “If you don’t want things to go completely out of hand, do not 
go to the police or the prosecutor’s office!” He told me they would allow me 
and my husband to see each other every now and then. “I don’t know if this 
happens in a week or in a month.” he said. I asked “Who are you?”, he said 
“We are the state, trust us.” I replied, “If you are the state, why don’t you take 
us to the police? The prosecutor’s office too is a state institution. If we can’t 
trust them, who can we trust?” “Who are you, if you are the state?” He repeated 
“We are the state.” (see for Turkish version of these facts Annex 3). 

 

75- Madam Fatma Betül Zeybek announced on Twitter on 26 March 2019 

that the police searched their residence, although there is still no information on 

the whereabouts of her husband since he disappeared 33 days ago. Fatma Betül 

Zeybek, the wife of former Turkish Telecommunications Authority (BTK) 

employee Salim Zeybek, said police raided their house at around 1:20 am and 
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asked about her husband. She criticized the police for the raid and for failing to 

search for her husband despite her appeals. According to his wife, on the evening 

of February 21, 2019, a group of armed men stopped their car and kidnapped Salim 

Zeybek in Edirne. Although the men told her not to inform the police about the 

incident, she filed a complaint with a prosecutor a few days later. The couple’s two 

children were also in the car at the time of the abduction.29 

76- Meanwhile, human rights activist and deputy from the Peoples’ 

Democratic Party (HDP) Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu continued to post messages on 

social media on the growing number of abductions in Turkey. On Tuesday the 

deputy wrote, “Everyone is talking about the upcoming elections, but as a human 

rights defender, I care about these six abducted men,” listing the names and 

number of days missing: Salim Zeybek, 34 days; Erkan Irmak, 38 days; Yasin 

Ugan, 42 days; Özgür Kaya, 42 days; Mustafa Yılmaz, 36 days; and Gökhan 

Türkmen, 47 days.”30 

77- On 23 March 2020 and on 31 October 2020, the applicants decided to 

withdraw the application lodged with the ECtHR (Zeybek and Others v. Turkey, 

no. 21330/19). They stated in their letter that they withdraw their application 

“because of the fact that their relative has been found, he declares that he had not 

been abducted and demands the withdrawal of the application”.   

c) Abduction of Erkan Irmak in İstanbul 

78- Erkan Irmak, a teacher, was kidnapped in front of his house in İstanbul on 

the night of February 16, 2019 at about 23:10 p.m. Irmak’s wife posted a video 

message on a Twitter account created on behalf of her husband, saying Irmak was 

abducted after being forced into a black Transporter van in the Ümraniye district 

of İstanbul on February 16, 2019. She said the family had not received any news 

from him since then.31 

79- Mrs. Irmak, on 3 March 2019 tarihinde explained her husband Erkan 

Irmak's abduction on her Twitter account (@erkannirmak) as follows: "After my 

husband left home, I watched him going out, from our kitchen's window. When he 

arrived in front of İstiklal secondary school, two men approached him from behind 

                                                
29 https://stockholmcf.org/turkish-police-raid-house-of-abducted-civil-servant/ 
30 https://stockholmcf.org/turkish-police-raid-house-of-abducted-civil-servant/ 
31 https://stockholmcf.org/enforced-disappearance-one-more-abduction-reported-in-turkey/ 
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and another blocked him from his front and they took him away by using force. 

After they turned the corner, they disappeared from my sight and since that day, I 

cannot get any news from him. Today is the 15th day. We applied everywhere, the 

Presidency, Prosecutor's office, the Ministry of Interior, the Police Headquarters, 

the local police department, but alas, could not get any answer. When we wanted 

to see the MOBESE (security surveillance cameras) recordings, they said to us that 

the MOBESE cameras are in maintenance, and did not help us at all. I am calling 

out for the authorities, make our voice heard, please help us. I am really worried 

about the life security of my husband. All our family's psychology has ruined. 

Please help us.” (@erkannirmak, 3:19 PM, Mar 3, 2019). 

80- Near the scene of event there are two MOBESE surveillance cameras with 

numbers ‘046-g-34 umr’ and ‘048-g-34 umr’. Since these cameras hold the 

evidence for the images recorded on the day and time of the event, on 01.03.2019, 

an application requesting their protection was filed at Ümraniye Şehit Numan Şeref 

Police Department (See Annex 4 submitted in the case Irmak and Others v. Turkey 

with the Application form, no. 18036/19). As it is stated on this petition, although 

the event was reported to the police on 23 February 2019 and a complaint was filed 

at the prosecution on 27 February 2019, despite the fact that more than a week has 

passed over, the prosecution has not even delivered an investigation number, and 

has not started the procedures. Although the prosecution and the police were 

supposed to define which MOBESE cameras had recorded the abduction, this 

search was also carried out by Mrs. Irmak and she reported the numbers of the 

MOBESE cameras to the police and requested the evidence to be taken under 

protection before they are lost. 

81- HDP MP from Kocaeli city explained the event to journalist Erk Acarer 

on ARTI TV on 2 March 2019 as follows: “14 days ago in Istanbul, the person 

named Erkan Irmak, after went out from his house, while he was turning the corner, 

he was blocked off and abducted by unknown persons. His wife cannot get any 

news from him in the last 14 days. She hired a lawyer, went to the prosecutor's 

office, applied to the Police Headquarters; but there is no news at all. She watched 

her husband while he was going out and witnessed the event; namely, it is testified 

that he is abducted by her witnessing. However, the MOBESE cameras' recordings 

have still not been retrieved; you already know, somehow the MOBESE cameras 

recordings can never be retrieved for such cases. Unfortunately, this has been the 
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latest abduction case we received this evening and I am reporting it first time to 

you from ARTI TV screens.”32 

82- HDP Member of Parliament from Kocaeli Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, has 

posed a written parliamentary question on 06 March 2019 to be answered by Vice 

President Fuat Oktay. Mr. Gergerlioğlu has directed Vice President Fuat Oktay 

these questions:33 “Is the claim that citizen Erkan Irmak was abducted by security 

forces true? What procedures have the Ministry of Interior conducted for the 

accuracy, or fallacy, of this claim? Have recordings of MOBESE no: 46-g-34UMR 

and 048-g-34UMR MOBESE been examined? Has any action been taken by the 

police or gendarmerie regarding Erkan Irmak? Have the signals belonging to the 

public officers for the date 16/02/2019 from the base stations on the route stated 

by Nilüfer Irmak been determined?” (see, Application form submitted to the Court 

by Madam Irmak to the Court, Application no. 18036/19). Like some other 

parliament members, Mr. Gergerlioğlu, too, for many times, has tabled 

parliamentary questions about the six abductees (Annex 4). However, until the date 

these observations are presented, the Executive has not issued any answer to these 

questions. Member of Parliament Gergerlioğlu reiterated his question 0n 

29 November 2019 in the Plenary Session of the Parliament concerning the six 

abductees against Vice-President Oktay but his speech was cut off by the President 

of the Parliament.34 

83- On 19 September 2020, the wife of Mr. Erkan Irmak decided to withdraw 

the application lodged with the ECtHR (Irmak and Others v. Turkey, no. 

18036/19). She sent a letter to the Court which is very similar to the letters written 

by the other applicants (see above) in which she stated that she withdraws the 

application “because of the fact that her wife has been found, he declares that he 

had not been abducted and demands the withdrawal of the application”. (Compare 

all the letters sent by the applicants to the European Court of Human Rights in three 

applications cited above, Annex 5). 

 

 

                                                
32 https://twitter.com/gergerliogluof.  
33https://www.tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/yazili_sozlu_soru_sd.onerge_bilgileri?kanunlar_sira_no
=246292  
34 https://twitter.com/gergerliogluof/status/1200448830677901312  
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d) Abduction of Gökhan Türkmen in Antalya 

84- Gökhan Türkmen is a chemist. Forty-two-year-old Gökhan Türkmen, a 

civil servant dismissed from his job during a state of emergency declared on 21 

July 2016, is believed to have been abducted on February 6, 2019. According to 

his family, Türkmen was hiding from persecution and torture after his house was 

raided by heavily armed counterterrorism police in his absence in August 2016. 

When his mother went to the Antalya Police Department for help, she was told that 

a car belonging to Turkmen had been traced to Ankara. However, the family reports 

that Türkmen’s car has been in a parking area since he left the house to go into 

hiding. Moreover, the family was told that Türkmen recently used his credit card 

and two new sim cards that were activated in his name. The family was shocked as 

he had left his credit cards at home.35 

85- The wife of Gökhan Türkmen, who also wrote from a Twitter account 

created on behalf of her husband (@gokhanturkmen07), reported that she had not 

received any news from her husband for days, asking for help from the Interior 

Ministry and the Antalya Governor’s Office.36 

86- Mr. Türkmen was allegedly held in a torture center for 9 months after his 

abduction, met his wife for the first time recently. His wife Zehra Türkmen told 

about the meeting which took place in the presence of police officers. The most 

damning rights violations perpetrated by the Erdogan regime against the Hizmet 

Movement, during the ongoing crackdown in which tens of thousands of members 

have been arrested, are the enforced disappearances. 

87- Gökhan Türkmen, one of the 29 people who were abducted by the Turkish 

Intelligence Service (MIT), was handed over to the police after being allegedly 

tortured in a secret center for 9 months. Months later, Zehra Türkmen met her 

husband face-to-face at the Ankara Police Department for the first time on 

6 November 2019. 

88- Madam Zehra Türkmen described her impressions as follows:  

                                                
35 https://stockholmcf.org/enforced-disappearance-two-more-men-abducted-in-turkey/ 
36 https://stockholmcf.org/enforced-disappearance-two-more-men-abducted-in-turkey/ 
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   “My husband was thinner than I expected. His hands were so white, 
which caught my attention the most. He was afraid. ‘Think about the children,’ 
he said constantly. Then he told me to withdraw our applications to 
international organizations and courts, such as the United Nations and the 
ECtHR, and not to share anything on Twitter about his abduction. He said he 
didn’t want a lawyer.37 All those who were kidnapped and left were saying the 
same words to their wives. I said that I would not withdraw my applications.” 
“There was one policeman in front of the door and two behind us when we were 
talking. We couldn’t talk very easily between three people.” 
 

“‘Will you wait for me?’ my husband asked.’ Of course, I will,’ I 
answered. I said it won’t take much time, not as long as he expected. I explained 
that this is a political process. ‘No matter how many years, we’re here for you, 
don’t worry!’ I said.” “My husband’s case was the first of the six abductions 
that occurred in February 2019. The other abductees were handed over [to the 
police]. There was no news from my husband. Frankly, I was scared that they 
harm him. Nine months later they told me my husband was alive.” “I always 
thought before whether he was alive. Now, I am thinking about whether there is 
any scar on his hand, face, and body, or permanent damage. What is his mood? 
That’s my concern. But it’s good to know he is alive.” 38 
 

89- Gökhan Türkmen was delivered to the police by the people who 

abducted him on 

5 November 

201939 and 

taken into 

custody for 8 

days; he was 

placed in pre-

trial detention on 14 November 2019. 

90- Gökhan Türkmen, who is one of the six kidnapped people in February 

2019 in Turkey, was abducted on 7 February 2019 in Antalya city center. Nine 

months after, he was transferred to the Police on 6 November 2019 by his kidnapers 

and he was placed in pre-trial detention on 13 November 2019 in Ankara. He has 

been held in Sincan Prison since 13 November 2019. Then, a public prosecutor 

drew up a bill of indictment against him and the case went to the trial. The 2nd 

Assize Court in Ankara accepted the indictment and the trial subsequently begun 

                                                
37 https://twitter.com/GokhanTurkmen07/status/1192444719097434114 
38 https://boldmedya.com/en/2019/11/13/victim-of-enforced-disappearance-lost-weight-and-in-
fear-says-wife/  
39 https://twitter.com/MSTanrikulu/status/1192004954115973120 ; and 
https://twitter.com/MSTanrikulu/status/1193806179950043137 



 34 

in that court (File no: 2017/452). During the first hearing held before the 2nd Assize 

Court in Ankara on 10 February 2020, Gökhan Türkmen gave the following 

statements: 

91- “Your Honour, on 7 February 2019, one year ago, I was abducted by 

three men whose identities I do not know, from the cleaning depot area of the 

municipality, situated near my family’s home in Fevzi Çakmak district of Kepez, 

Antalya. They introduced themselves as policemen, they were wearing police 

waistcoats. (I was forced into a vehicle and) travelled for 4-5 hours in that vehicle. 

It got dark on the way. I think it was about 05:00 – 06:00. After it got dark, we 

stopped by a forested area. In the forest, they took my clothes off and threatened 

me with guns. Then, they tied my hands with cable ties, they tied my feet, too, with 

plastic cable ties and we carried on the road while I am in this situation. For 271 

days, I had been held captive in a place, but I did not know it had been 271 days. 

My family later said to me that it had been 271 days. Because where I was being 

held was dark, my head was covered with a long cap and my eyes were closed with 

a band; my hands were (always) cuffed. Meanwhile my feet were chained. (During 

this time) they left me without food and water, I had been subjected to severe 

torture. They did not allow me to sleep; (for days) I had been forced to wait 

standing up, but I am not sure how long (I had been kept in that positon). This way, 

I was being subjected to sleeplessness. (Since I had been kept in a dark room) I did 

not have any sense of time. I suffered inhumane treatments. They injected into me 

some drugs; they did not administer them by mixing it into drinks, they forced me 

to drink “these drugs” directly as pills. They threatened me with my family, they 

also threatened me directly. I had been sexually abused. I will explain the details 

of this later. I am now just summarising what I had gone through. I cannot 

remember (all the things I underwent) there.  

92- (At the secret detention centre I was kept), they gave me an about 50 page-

computer printout (written document). They ordered me to write this text on paper 

by my hand, then I signed it.  (They threatened me by saying): “If you will withdraw 

this statement at the court or at the police centre, you will be responsible for the 

things that will happen afterwards. (With again this threat) I was forced to write 

another one-page document. (On this document) I was forced to write sentences 

about my wife; I was forced to write that I had given her the questions of 2010 

KPSS (Public Personnel Selection Exam) questions (before the exam), I was forced 
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to write that she had received assistance during the job interview. And about my 

mother, they forced me to write that she is the women’s representative (of Gulen 

Movement) in Kepez, Antalya. They forced me to write such statements about the 

organisation (accusing my family members). After they made me accept similar 

statements about my mother, father, spouse, siblings, children and my uncle, after 

about 9 months had elapsed, they took me back (to Antalya) again my eyes being 

closed. I was handed over to the police officers from the Anti-Terror Department 

of Antalya as if I was caught by the policemen working for Antalya constabulary. 

93- While we were on the way, I saw the date on the display of the police 

vehicle. “Is that date correct?” I asked them. “Why are you so amazed?” they 

(those in the car) replied. “I did not think the date would be this,” I said. “Of 

course, this is an important day for you, it must be because of this,” one of them 

said. 

94- At the Anti-Terror Department, they gave me new clothes. The officers 

there even commented, “the combination suits well, who bought them?” I was held 

in Antalya for one day. In the evening, with a flight connecting via Istanbul, I was 

brought to Ankara. I had been held under custody at Ankara Anti-Terror 

Department for 8 days. They instructed me not to request a lawyer. That is, the 

threats and pressure also continued here (in Ankara Police Centre). They used 

statements like, “If you will display an (adverse) movement, we will warn you.” 

On the 7th day, a lawyer (whom I do not know) came near the end of his shift, after 

he stayed for only a short time, the police officers said (to the lawyer), “we can see 

you off.”  The lawyer left. The policemen carried on preparing my statements until 

daybreaks. Because, naturally, I could not remember all of the statements, the 

officers were looking at the digital copy (that they had been given priorly), copying 

the missing parts from there, then were pasting them into the document. On the 8th 

day, the lawyer came again. My family must have reached him. The lawyer first 

tried to oppose by saying, “Have you done the interrogation?” I was there, too, at 

that moment. They sent me back to the custody place. (In my absence) they talked 

to my lawyer and convinced him; they called me back there. Later, by hastily 

reading from the top, then jumping to the end of the pages (which the police officers 

had previously prepared during night times), we signed the statement. Then, on the 

same day, I was brought to the presence of the court. (Under the influence of what 

I had lived through) I had to accept these statements. Because I had been enduring 
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all these for the past 9 months and 8 days, I desperately wanted these treatments 

to be over without any more delay. 

95- On 13 November 2019, I was taken to Sincan Prison. I am currently 

detained in a 3-person cell on my own. They apply on me a complete solitary 

confinement. The threats still continue, they come to see me from the institution (he 

means the Turkish Intelligence). My family has applied to the European Court of 

Human Rights and to the United Nations; they want me to withdraw those 

applications. “We will arrange a lawyer for you,” they stated. “A lawyer named 

Neslihan Koçer will be sent to you and you are going to say to this lawyer that you 

need a lawyer, but this lawyer is going to reject, ‘I am too busy,’ she will say. Then 

she is going to refer you to another lawyer,” they directed. (This happened exactly 

as they had told) and she sent a lawyer called Ayşe Güney. Hereby, I am dismissing 

her from being my lawyer. Myself, my family and my children are all under threat. 

I request protection. I want to defend myself with a lawyer whom I will hire. These 

are all that I would like to say for now.” (Annex 6). 

e) Abduction of Mustafa Yılmaz in Ankara city-centre 

96-  Mustafa Yilmaz was violently abducted in front of his home in Ankara city 

center, on February 19, 2019, around 7:25 PM with a sack put on his head. His 

kidnappers used violence and force and put him in a black Transporter vans (see 

Annex 7, p. 1). Within the scope of Gulen movement trials, Mustafa Yılmaz was 

detained on October 1, 2018, over depositing money to Bank Asya and his alleged 

usage of the app Bylock and then arrested. After being arrested for 100 days, he was 

released by the court on January 8, 2019. Only 42 days after his release, he was 

abducted in front of his home. 

97-  After the abduction of her husband, Madam Sümeyya Yılmaz have applied 

to almost all institutions and organizations in Turkey. However, she failed to make the 

judicial and administrative institutions to conduct effective investigations over her 

husband’s abduction. The puplic prosecutor and a criminal peace judgeship issued 

non-prosecution rulings on the case twice, and the case file was merged with his 

previous file. She cannot reach any documents because there is a confidentiality order 

on the case file. The administrative units did not meet her demands to monitor the city 

surveillance cameras, examining the CCTV footage from the subway stations and bus 

routes, and most importantly examining the time frame of the abduction. 
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98-  Madam Sümeyya Yılmaz have applied to 14 different official institutions 

concerning her husband's abduction. She did not receive the necessary responses. She 

has sent her request about her husband's abduction to more than 100 Members of 

Parliament via e-mail and fax, but only 4 MPs (Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, Sezgin 

Tanrıkulu, Cihangir İslam, Mustafa Yeneroğlu) were interested in her predicament. In 

February, her husband was abducted, and also 5 other people were abducted in 

different ways, but what they experienced with regards to the legal proceedings applied 

to all of them are similar. In the cases of their husbands, the official institutions kept 

their silence and did not give them sufficient explanations. At that time, only a few 

non-profit organizations (Human Rights Association, Saturday Mothers, The Rights 

Initiative, The Association for Human Rights and Solidarity for the Oppressed) helped 

them. They made a press release with some of these organizations and published 

reports on the abduction of their husbands. 

99- Sümeyya Yılmaz also applied to the Ankara Bar Association Human 

Rights Center. On 14 June 2019, the Human Rights Center prepared a “Monitoring 

Report” on Mustafa Yılmaz’s kidnapping case 

(https://twitter.com/ankarabarosuihm/status/1148842220348465152?s=20). The 

said report obviously explains the events and ineffectiveness of all domestic 

remedies as follow:  
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100- After 9 months, on 22 October 2019, Mustafa Yılmaz was revealed to be 

in the Ankara Police Department. Madam Sümeyya Yılmaz received a phone call 

from the police on October 22, 245 days after her husband was abducted. They told 

her that her husband “turned himself” over to a police station and subsequently was 

taken into police custody. A completely different course took on after this incident. 

During his detention, Mustafa Yılmaz was not able to meet the lawyer because "he 

waivered his right to a lawyer". Madam Yılmaz met her husband while he was in 

custody. And he asked her “to close the Twitter account she opened to create 

awareness on his abduction, to withdraw all international applications, to avoid 

meeting with MPs and not to hire a lawyer”. These requests are the same requests 

made to the spouses of the six people who were abducted in February 2019. 

101- Madam Sümeyye Yılmaz announced the news on her social media 

account on 21 October 2019 saying, “They just called me from the anti-terror 

department (at 02:07 am on 22 October 2019). My spouse Mustafa Yilmaz has been 

found in the Karapürçek Police Station at 11:30 PM. Now he is said to be under 

custody in the anti-terror branch of Ankara Police Department.” The police officer 

said to her that: “your husband’s health is very good, he doesn’t want to have a 

lawyer; he wants to see you and your daughter tomorrow and he wants some 

clothes. You have to get an authorization from the public prosecutor tomorrow at 

13h00.” After this conversation, the brother of Mustafa Yılmaz quickly went to the 
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anti-terror department of Ankara Police Department at the same night to visit his 

brother but he was not authorized to see Mr. Yılmaz. The brother called then the 

Karapürçek Police Station to get information. The police officer who replied the 

phone call said that “I do not information about Mustafa Yılmaz’s case; the police 

official, who examined this case, will come tomorrow morning to the police station; 

you can call him to get information about your brother’s case.” According to the 

family members of Mustafa Yılmaz’s own researches, Mustafa Yılmaz was left 

before the Karapürçek Police Station by his abductors, who called the police 

officials in duty and instructed them to place him in custody. In the morning on 22 

October 2019, the family members called their lawyer Hüseyin Aygün who directly 

went to the anti-terror unit of Ankara Police Department. However, who was not 

authorized to visit his client. The police officials said to him that “Mustafa Yılmaz 

does not want to see any private lawyer”. Attorney Hüseyin Aygün said to them 

that “I want to hear personally from Mustafa Yılmaz if he really refuses to see me”, 

but the police officials did not authorize Attorney Aygün to see personally his 

client. At about 13h30 on 22 October 2019, Sümeyye Yılmaz and Attorney 

Hüseyin Aygün went to the public prosecutor’s office. Attorney Aygün reiterated 

his will to visit his client before the public prosecutor. However, the prosecutor 

said that he had a written document signed by Mustafa Yılmaz according to it Mr. 

Yılmaz did not want to see any private lawyer and his relatives. Attorney Hüseyin 

Aygün restated that if Mr. Yılmaz does not want to see a private lawyer, he wants 

to hear personally from Mr. Yılmaz if he really refuses to have any visit from his 

family lawyer. Attorney Aygün reminded that the person in custody has the right 

to have a lawyer’s visit even in the absence of official power of attorney. Then the 

public prosecutor responded that he would not authorize Attorney Aygün to visit 

Mr. Yılmaz in any case, as he made in Urfa Province in the past. The prosecutor in 

duty M.A.K. worked as a prosecutor in Urfa province in the past (see, 

http://sendika63.org/2016/11/savcinin-uyduruyorlar-dedigi-iskence-raporla-belgelendi-

387686/ , https://www.pirha.net/suruc-dosyasinda-savci-yine-degisti-gizlilik-yine-

kaldirilmadi-24012.html/28/11/2016/). Finally, Attorney Aygün has never been 

allowed to visit Mustafa Yılmaz until now. The prosecutor said also to Sümeyya 

Yılmaz that “I will only authorize one of the members of the family to visit Mustafa 

Yılmaz”, whereas, according to the public prosecutor, Mr. Yılmaz would not want 

to see any of his relatives too. The prosecutor also said that he examined the Report 
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of the Ankara Bar Association about the abduction of Mustafa Yılmaz (see below) 

and, with a threatening voice, he added that he will authorize the lawyers from the 

Ankara Bar Association if they come to the Courthouse. Even though some human 

rights lawyers went to the Courthouse, they could not have authorization to visit 

Mustafa Yılmaz (for detailed information, see below).  These demonstrate 

contradictory attitudes and statements of the public prosecutor in question about 

the investigation phase. Madam Sümeyya Yılmaz and her daughter were 

authorized to visit Mustafa Yılmaz under the control of police officials during ten 

minutes at about 15h30 on 22 October 2019 (see, Annex 11 submitted by the 

Government).  

102- The majority of 29 abductees reappeared in the units of the Ankara Police 

Department after a period under torture that lasted approximately six months, in an 

underground facility in Ankara. According to the testimony of the victims, their 

abductors were the members of Turkey’s National Intelligence Agency (MIT), and 

after months of torture to force them to sign testimonies written by them, they 

handed the abductees over to the Ankara Police Department. The cases of 

abductees who disappeared in February differ from others. These people were 

abducted as their families and neighbors witnessed the incidents play out. 

103- Gökhan Türkmen, Yasin Ugan, Özgür Kaya, Erkan Irmak, Mustafa 

Yılmaz, and Salim Zeybek were abducted on February 7, February 12, February 

16, February 18, February 20, 2019 respectively. In July this year, the spouses of 

Ugan, Kaya, Zeybek, and Irmak also announced that their husbands were in 

custody in the Ankara Police Department. The court arrested the four and sent them 

to Sincan prison in Ankara, on terror charges over their alleged ties to the Gulen 

movement. 

104- Sümeyye Yılmaz is renowned for the fight she gave over her husband’s 

abduction. Besides her efforts on the national and international level, she attended 

panel discussions and public protests, resorting to all means to have her voice 

heard. Yılmaz rejoiced over the news of her husband being alive after all, assuming 

her husband would be arrested, she still considers seeing him alive worth 

everything. Stating that the pressure on her spouse is still ongoing, Madam Yılmaz 

describes his state after 9 months of disappearance saying:  
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“He has lost too much weight, 20 to 25 kilograms. His skin was so white. Must 
have been held in a place with no sunlight. His hands were so cold. He got 
anemia due to malnutrition.”40 
 

105- Sumeyye Yılmaz went on to tell that her husband’s testimony was 

forcibly taken. 

“He asked me to delete my social media accounts. He doesn’t want the lawyer I 
hired. These cannot be my husband’s words. They abducted him, tortured him 
and forced him to sign this testimony. His abduction by a black transporter is 
visible on CCTV footage. Now they want me to believe that my husband showed 
up alone after 9 months and turned himself over to the police. I do not believe 
this scenario.”41 
 

106- Mustafa Yılmaz is currently being held in a cell by himself. He doesn’t 

want to see the lawyer hired by his family. He turned down a meeting with the 

Ankara Bar Association as well. Abductees like Mustafa Yılmaz who were 

interrogated under torture, later get arrested and put in solitary confinement. They 

are not allowed to see their families unsupervised. They always meet under the 

supervision of a police officer or a guard, in a bid to prevent them from telling that 

they have been through. Rights advocates and lawyers from Ankara Bar 

Association also are not allowed to monitor their hearings due to the confidentiality 

orders issued over their trials. 

107- On 22 October 2019, Mustafa Yılmaz was handed over to the Police, 245 

days later he had been abducted. A police officer called his wife Sümeyye Yılmaz 

at 2:07 am and said, "your husband does not want talk to a lawyer; you come and 

talk to him.” 42 On 23 October 2019, Sümeyye Yılmaz managed to have a very brief 

meeting with her husband at the Ankara Police Headquarters. According to the 

CCTV footages recorded in Ankara city-center, Mustafa Yılmaz had forcedly been 

put in a vehicle after his head was covered with a sack. Sümeyye Yılmaz said that 

her husband had been questioned and interviewed in an unknown place. 

Mrs. Yılmaz stated this: 

“They filmed him, made him sign that statement, too, and after they finished 
with him, they submitted him to the official institutions. ... Now suddenly my 
husband is at the hands of the state. There are video recordings showing that 
this person had been abducted. However, without making any explanation at all 
about those camera recordings, they say that suddenly my husband handed 

                                                
40 https://boldmedya.com/en/2019/10/25/abductee-turns-up-in-police-custody-after-nine-months-
of-disappearance/  
41 https://boldmedya.com/en/2019/10/25/abductee-turns-up-in-police-custody-after-nine-months-
of-disappearance/  
42 https://www.dw.com/tr/kayıp-khklı-temde-ortaya-çıktı/a-50925957  
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himself over to a police station in Karapürçek. This is absolutely illogical. I do 
not accept this. Unlawfulness is inadmissible, I, too, find this non-excusable. … 
He lost a lot weight about 20-25 kilos. His hands and skin were very pale. This 
must be because he had been held in darkness. His hands were very cold. 
Obviously, he was suffering from anaemia. He had been fed properly. … For 
near future, it seems it will not be revealed what exactly they did to my husband. 
Because there is a very well concocted fiction here and they continue based 
upon this. He said that he does not want any lawyer and, "Whatever I do, I do 
it for my family", he said.” 43 
 
(In Turkish: “O ifadeye de imza attırmışlar, videosunu çekmişler, işlemler 
tamamlandıktan sonra da resmî kurumlara teslim etmişler. ... Şimdi bir anda 
eşim, devlette. Bu insanın kaçırıldığına dair video kayıtları var. Ancak bu 
kamera kayıtlarıyla ilgili tarafıma açıklama yapılmadan eşim bir anda 
Karapürçek’te bir karakola teslim olmuş. Bu, hiçbir şekilde akla mantığa sığar 
bir şey değil. Ben bunu kabul etmiyorum. Hukuksuzluk kabul edilmez, ben de 
etmiyorum. … Zayıflamıştı. 20-25 kilo kadar. Elleri, cildi beyazlamıştı. 
Karanlıkta kalmaktan diye düşünüyorum. Elleri çok soğuktu. Belli ki kansızlık 
vardı. Yeterli beslenememişti. … Gerçekte ne olup bittiğinin yakın süreçte 
ortaya çıkmayacak gibi görünüyor. Çünkü çok iyi hazırlanmış bir kurgu var. Ve 
bunun üzerine devam ediliyor. Avukat istemediğini belirtti ve ‘Ben ne 
yapıyorsam ailem için yapıyorum’ dedi.”).44 
 

108- The Human Rights Centre of the Ankara Bar Association has also wanted 

to interview Mustafa Yılmaz in custody soon after the news stating that he has 

appeared, but this request of theirs has been denied by the prosecution in duty. 

Mehmet Murat Atak, the lawyer of the Human Rights Centre, made this statement: 

"Not me, but they arrested a lawyer who had defended Mr. Yılmaz before. Mustafa 

Yılmaz has just thanked him and said that he does not want to speak. I do not think 

that Mustafa Yılmaz has said this with his own accord". Mr. Atak described the 

psychological situation of the person who has been lost for more than eight months 

as "it holds a very big question mark" and stated, "An independent doctor must see 

Mr. Yılmaz and issue his report. We can only then think that Mr. Yılmaz is speaking 

by his own free will."45 (Annex 8). 

109- On 24 October 2019, Madam Sümeyya Yılmaz made a press release about 

her husband’s kidnapping scene and explained all the contradictions about the 

official version of facts (Annex 7). 

110- On 26 October 2019, at around 10h40, a lawyer called one of the family 

members and informed that Mustafa Yılmaz was placed in pre-trial detention 

                                                
43 https://www.dw.com/tr/khklı-mustafa-yılmaza-ne-oldu/a-50943284  
44 https://www.dw.com/tr/khklı-mustafa-yılmaza-ne-oldu/a-50943284  
45 https://www.dw.com/tr/khklı-mustafa-yılmaza-ne-oldu/a-50943284  



 50 

yesterday night. The concerned lawyer said that the prosecutor interrogated Mr. 

Yılmaz at around 18h00 on 26 October 2019 and he was placed in pre-trial 

detention at midnight. The family members were not previously informed of these 

events and then they were not allowed to attend the hearing concerning pre-trial 

detention. Madam Yilmaz requested from the lawyer a copy of the written 

statements of Mustafa Yılmaz (ifade tutanağı) on the phone but the lawyer refused 

to send the copy of Mustafa Yılmaz’s statements to Madam Yilmaz.  

111- On 31 October 2020, mother of Mustafa Yılmaz, Nevin Yılmaz, officially 

sent a petition to the Public Prosecutor Office in Ankara and requested the public 

prosecutor to authorize the visit of their lawyer, Attorney Hüseyin Aygün to see 

her son Mustafa Yılmaz in Sincan Prison and to assure a real legal assistance 

(Annex 9). This request has not been admitted until now. 

112- On 31 October 2019, mother of Mustafa Yılmaz, Madam Nevin Yılmaz, 

officially sent a petition to the Public Prosecutor Office in Ankara and requested a 

consultation and an examination of the psychological and physical health of her 

son by an independent doctor (Annex 10). This request has not been conceded too 

till now. 

113- Always on 31 October 2019, Madam Nevin Yılmaz sent another petition 

to the Public prosecutor office in Ankara and demanded to have a visit of her son 

in Sincan Prison (Annex 11). 

114- On 6 October 2019, Madam Sümeyya Yılmaz submitted a written petition 

to the Police Station in Yanimahalle in order to make put it in the case file opened 

on the name of Mustafa Yılmaz. She added that her husband was abducted in 

Ankara city center and she did not believe the official version of the facts because 

of the many contradictions. She has finally asked the police to take all necessary 

measures and conduct and effective investigation on her husband’s kidnapping 

event (Annex 12). 

115- On 8 November 2019, Madam Sümeyya Yılmaz officially sent a petition 

to the Ankara Public Prosecutor’s Office and requested the prosecutor to collect 

and to examine the camera and phone recordings near to the Karapürçek Police 

Station of 22 October 2019. She also asked the public prosecutor to take the 

testimonies of police officials working at that police station and to examine if a 

denunciation had really been made or not; if that is the case, to take the testimonies 

of the people who made the denunciation in question (Annex 13). It appears from 
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the case file that, these requests have not been accomplished until the date of the 

submission of these observations to the Court.  

116- On 14 November 2019, Madam Sümeyya Yılmaz submitted additional 

observations about the application lodged with the United Nations Working Group 

on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. She explained all the contradictions 

about the official version of facts in these observations (Annex 14). 

117- The abduction of Mustafa Yılmaz has been covered by many medias in 

Turkey and abroad. See for instance: 

https://www.evrensel.net/haber/389320/9-aydir-kayip-olan-mustafa-yilmaz-
temde-bulundu  
https://ahvalnews.com/tr/guncel/dokuz-aydir-kayipti-polisler-aradi-esiniz-temde-
dedi-mustafa-yilmaz-bulundu 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAWdu_fb79U 
https://artigercek.com/haberler/subat-ayindan-beri-haber-alinamayan-mustafa-
yilmaz-ile-ilgili-yeni-gelisme 
https://www.dw.com/tr/khkl%C4%B1-mustafa-y%C4%B1lmaza-ne-oldu/a-
50943284 
https://www.pirha.net/yilmaz-esimin-saklandim-demesi-mantiga-uymuyor-video-
194695.html/24/10/2019/ 
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gundem/2019/10/24/karakolda-bulunan-
yilmazin-esi-susturuluyorum/ 
https://tr.euronews.com/2019/11/16/6-farkli-kisi-tek-hikaye-ortadan-kayboldular-
emniyette-bulundular-avukat-istemediler 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Djr8da2oLSM 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVtU7zsc-PQ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3LnLvc0n8A 
https://www.ibtimes.com/mysterious-reappearance-turkeys-missing-2875385 
https://mobile.twitter.com/yyilmazmustafa?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp
%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor 
https://www.adaletbiz.com/m/ceza-hukuku/245-gun-sonra-gozaltinda-oldugu-
ortaya-cikti-h244941.html 
https://haber.sol.org.tr/turkiye/245-gun-sonra-gozaltinda-oldugu-ortaya-cikti-
272850 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3LnLvc0n8A  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4ARIYNovEg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVtU7zsc-PQ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOiJJJukwOI  
https://www.patreon.com/posts/32471957 
https://twitter.com/MAZLUMDERAnkara/status/1186682710833750016?s=19 
https://ankara.mazlumder.org/tr/main/faaliyetler/basin-aciklamalari/1/kayiplara-
iliskin-iddialar-sorusturulmalidir/13655 
https://twitter.com/huseyinaygun62/status/1186539315607810048?s=21 
https://twitter.com/huseyinaygun62/status/1186632755037327360?s=21 
https://twitter.com/huseyinaygun62/status/1186566297615777793?s=21 
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https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/08/two-disappeared-turks-
investigation-human-rights.html  
https://www.dw.com/en/turkey-families-seek-their-abducted-relatives/a-
49889925  
https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/watch-turkish-families-seek-answers-over-
disappearances-1.66375320  
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/turkey-missing-people-
reappearance-custody-hiding-12134900 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/EUR4414552019ENGLISH.pdf  
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/06/turkey-concerns-disappeared-men-now-
police-custody  

f) Abduction of Yusuf Bilge Tunç on 6 August 2019 

118- In addition to the information and facts cited in the Application form, the 

applicants consider appropriate to mention the following facts and information:  

119- On 6 August 2019 in Ankara Yusuf Bilge Tunç was abducted with black 

transporter and no news has been able to be received about him until the date these 

observations are presented. On 15 November 2019, his wife, one of the applicants, 

has been taken to custody during four days,46 in order to indimidate her. 

120- As other abducted people, Yusuf Bilge Tunç was dismissed from the 

public service in 2016 by an Emergency Decree-Law adopted under the state of 

emergency declared on 20 July 2016 by the Council of Ministers met under the 

presidency of the President of the Republic.  As stated in the Government 

observations, he is accused of being so-called “FETO/PDY” member and there is 

an official criminal investigation launched against him in 2017 (no. 2017/64652), 

as other six abducted people. 

121- Yusuf Bilge Tunc is a successful graduate from the Faculty of Political 

Sciences in Ankara University which is also known as “Mulkiye.” After 

completing his education, he started to work as a Financial Services Specialist at 

the Undersecretariat for Defense Industries. Tunç has three children, who are 10, 6 

and 2.5 years old. 

122- Yusuf Bilge Tunç, who was selling cardboard cups and plastic packaging 

in order to meet his family’s primary necessities, was abducted on August 6, 2019 

in Ankara city center. During his professional life, he used the following car: 

                                                
46 https://twitter.com/cevheriguven/status/1195451811764813824 
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123- A search warrant was issued for Tunç in April 2017 and his address was 

searched several times. However, after his abduction, his family’s applications 

showed that there was no search warrant for him in the police records. It is 

considered that Tunc’s search warrant was abolished before his abduction. 

124- According to Yusuf Bilge Tunc’s wife: 

“Last time I talked with my husband on the 6th of August morning. He 
would go to order delivery. I haven’t heard from him since then. The police tried 
to convince us he might have gone. But my husband never goes anywhere 
without telling us. Moreover, he would never do that without telling his sick 
parents. We found his car abandoned after his abduction. We’re sure he was 
kidnapped. A police called yesterday. He asked me where my husband was. A 
letter from the Prosecutor’s Office had come to the police, and they asked my 
husband to me. They asked if his car was found! Nonetheless, we wrote 
everything in the petition. I told him that we had found the car, that we had 
already reported it to the police, that the police had not investigated it, that they 
did not send crime scene investigation team, and that they were not interested 
at all by saying ‘wait for your husband at the car for his possible arrival’. They 
are asking us ridiculously about the things that we have already informed the 
prosecutor’s office and we have already made a complaint.” 

125- Applicant Tunç explained his experiences during and after the state of 

emergency starting from 15 July: 

“I was pregnant during the 15th of July. My husband’s brother has 
illnesses, my husband went to visit his brother on July 15th. In the evening, he 
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returned home. We were in fear, we were sitting in Balgat in Ankara, we heard 
the sounds of all the bombs and we spent that night in fear. Then my husband 
was first suspended and then dismissed by a decree-law. I had also had leave 
without pay because of the distressed pregnancy. My wife started to sell 
wholesale cardboard cups to support the house. Then it moved to the sale of 
packaging products. We were living that way. In April 2017, the police went to 
our address in Adana. We found out about the search warrant. He didn’t go and 
surrender. I was on leave without pay. He said: I have three children to be cared 
for. My husband felt compelled to maintain his family, so he did not want to go 
and surrender. In those days, there were also reports of torture and torture in 
custody and prison. And I didn’t want him to go through that atmosphere and 
face those treatments.” 

126- Stating that she heard the news about the abduction of the people who 

were discharged with decree-law, Applicant Tunç states that: 

“We had heard about the incidents of other abductions, but we never 
expected such a thing would happen to us. There was no reason to abduct my 
husband. After the search warrant, we did not think of going abroad. We didn’t 
take such a step because of the possibility of bad things that could happen to 
our children on the way and for many other different reasons. My husband had 
nothing to do with the coup, the soldiers or anything about July 15. One hundred 
percent I believe it. After July 15, some told things that were not real and some 
people described their close friend as a terrorist in police inquiries. Probably 
some people mentioned my husband’s name in their testimony by slandering or 
they were under torture to give a name. My husband’s name was probably in 
somewhere. I believe in the possibility that he might have been kidnapped for 
one of these reasons. I can’t think of another possibility.” 

127- According to the member of Turkish Parliment Ömer Faruk 

Gergerlioğlu, “… There are allegations that Yusuf Bilge Tunç was kidnapped by 

state officials in Ankara.Yet he cannot be found after more than 5 months now. 

Previously, 6 others who were also kidnapped were suddenly appeared at the Police 

HQ!”. 

128- Yusuf Bilge Tunç is believed to have been kidnapped by the Turkish 

intelligence over his alleged links to Turkey’s Gülen group. Mysterious 

disappearances involving already-victimized opposition groups have become a 

common occurrence in Turkey in the aftermath of a July 15, 2016 coup attempt. At 

least 20 people have been abducted so far. Those not seen for quite some time 

mostly have in common in their personal histories that they have lost their jobs 

amid a sweeping crackdown that the Turkish government has conducted against its 

critics, particularly members of the Gülen group. 
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129- Turkish authorities are continuing to maintain their silence about the fate 

of Yusuf Bilge Tunç, who disappeared in broad daylight on August 6, 2019, leaving 

no trace behind. He has not been heard from since. All the efforts of his family and 

human rights defenders, especially from the Ankara Bar Association, to find out 

what happened to him have proven to be of no avail. Tunç’s parents still have no 

news from their son, believing that he was kidnapped by state agents.  

130- Tunç’s car was found in a remote area 4 days after he disappeared in the 

GİMAT shopping mall in Ankara on 10 August 2019. His wife immediately called 

the police; yet the police showed no real interest in his disappearance, dismissing 

his wife’s claims and saying: “He might have fled and left his car behind. Take a 

look at the CCTV footage. He will return.” Thus, they declined to launch and 

conduct an effective investigation into the circumstances of his disappearance, in 

the sense of Articles 2, 3 and 5 of the ECHR. 

131- According to the father of Yusuf Bilge Tunç, “We have received no 

answers concerning his whereabouts. It has been more than a year. After we found 

his car, we called the police, but they refused to launch a crime scene investigation. 

We contacted the prosecutor’s office and kept the car there for more than a month, 

untouched, demanding a search for evidence and fingerprints. However, the 

prosecutor also refused to launch an investigation. When a new prosecutor did 

finally launch a crime scene investigation, six months had passed and we had 

already removed the car, had it cleaned and repaired to sell.” 

132- According to Tunç’s father the officials treated his son’s case as a 

domestic dispute. “They acted as if my son were someone who deserted his wife 

and child and ran away. We requested that his phone records be examined. After 

nearly a year, we still have no results from the phone records. My daughter-in-law 

and I requested that the prosecutor check the city surveillance cameras; however, 

they refused to look at them. The investigation file contains abundant 

correspondence among state institutions, revealing no serious effort for a thorough 

investigation.” 

133- Tunç is one of seven persons who went missing under suspicious 

circumstances in Turkey in 2019 only to mysteriously resurface in police custody. 

Six of them — Salim Zeybek, Erkan Irmak, Yasin Ugan, Özgür Kaya, Mustafa 

Yılmaz and Gökhan Türkmen — reappeared in police custody in Ankara after six 
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to nine-month absences. Salim Zeybek’s wife, Fatma Betül Zeybek, was with him 

when three men in a vehicle forced them to stop their car and abducted her husband. 

134- Apparently intimated, all of them except two kept their silence after their 

reappearance. One of them, Gökhan Türkmen, however, revealed in a court hearing 

on February 10, 2020 that he had been held incommunicado at a black site in 

Ankara run by Turkey’s intelligence agency and subjected to severe torture during 

his 271-day stay. Türkmen was the object of threats and was sexually harassed and 

abused during his enforced disappearance. He also alleged that he was visited in 

prison and threatened no less than six times by officials who introduced themselves 

as intelligence officers, pressuring him to retract his allegations of abduction and 

torture made at the February hearing. 

135- The other man, Yasin Ugan, also testified at a court hearing on June 23, 

2020 that he had been tortured for six months after being kidnapped on February 

13, 2019 by security officers, with his head covered with a black plastic bag most 

of the time. 

136- According to a report drafted by a group of lawyers from the Ankara Bar 

Association’s Human Rights Center who went to the Ankara’s Sincan Prison to 

speak with the once-missing persons on August 27, 2019, the lawyers were 

intimidated by the Prison administration and threatened by the guards. The 

previously missing prisoners have never been allowed to have face-to-face 

meetings with their lawyers or families, and in any meetings, they do have, a 

government official is present. Therefore, they have not had the opportunity to 

recount the torture and inhuman treatment they endured. The lawyers were able to 

meet only with Salim Zeybek; the others, according to the prison administration, 

refused to see them. Thus, they have not had the opportunity to recount the torture 

and inhuman treatment they endured. Yet the minutes of the meeting with Salim 

Zeybek were seized by the prison guards.  

137- According to Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, a member of parliament from the 

pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) who has been following the case 

since the day Tunç disappeared, “The six people reappeared all of a sudden in 

police custody just before ECtHR deadlines passed”. 

138- He has a grieving wife and three children who still wait for a sign that 

he’s still alive. The appeals of Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, a member of parliament 

from the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) and a prominent human 
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rights activist, addressed to the Ministry of Interior to obtain information on his 

whereabouts have thus far elicited no response from government authorities. 

139- There’s good reason to believe that Tunç, a former employee of the 

Ministry of Defense who was dismissed by a cabinet decree, has been kidnapped 

by the National Intelligence Organization (MİT) and held incommunicado in 

detention at one of MİT’s black sites. 

140- As a matter of fact, his disappearance bears all the signs of a series of 

kidnappings reportedly carried out by the Turkish secret service in 2019. Six people 

went missing under similarly dubious circumstances. With the exception of Tunç 

all of them — Salim Zeybek, Erkan Irmak, Yasin Ugan, Özgür Kaya, Mustafa 

Yılmaz and Gökhan Türkmen — reappeared in police custody in Ankara after six 

to nine-month absences. Salim Zeybek’s wife, Fatma Betül Zeybek, was with him 

when three men in a vehicle forced them to stop their car and abducted her husband. 

141- The families had consistently complained about the lack of cooperation 

from officials to find their loved ones, as wives unearthed details indicating that 

their husbands had been abducted. 

142- Yusuf Bilge Tunç, former public servant who was dismissed from his job 

by an Emergency Decree-Law in 2016, is still missing since 6 August 2019. 

g) Abduction of M.Ö.G. and his statement 

143- Similarly, M.Ö.G., who had been abducted by MIT (Turkish Intelligence) 

officers and taken to a torture centre and subjected there to torture for four months, 

then fleed Turkey after he was released, explained all that he had been through with 

his own hand-writing on 21 July 2018 as shown in the attachment, and sent it to 

the courts in Turkey (Annex 15). 

144- With his own words, M.Ö.G. has explained how he had been handed over 

to the police as follows: After I had been abducted and interrogarted under torture 

for exactly 120 days, for the last 10 days, I had been dictated and forced to 

memorise how I am going to attest; they put in front of him a text, then forced to 

tell what is written there by heart and they video recorded this testimony. They 

made him wear the clothes he was wearing on the day he was abducted. They had 

stripped off his clothes he was wearing on the day of his abduction and forced him 

to wear different ones. He had been forced to live without taking shower at all, 

wearing the same clothes and underwear for 110 days. On the 110th day, before 
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they started the video recording, they made him to take shower and shaved him and 

made him wear the clothes he was wearing on the day of abduction. He was also 

wearing these clothese when he was taken oput of the torture centre. He was taken 

to near Kurtuluş Park in Cebeci district of Ankara, an MIT officer took him out of 

the vehicle, uncuffed him and removed the sack over his head. As soon as the sack 

was removed from over his head, before even his eyes got used to the light, four 

policemen grapped him from his arms and took him to the POlice Headquarters. 

Then they made up a scenario by saying, “While we were conducting GBT (General 

Data Gathering) scan, we detected that he was sought after by the police, we 

captured him and brought to Ankara Department of Anti-smuggling and organised 

crime (KOM)” (Annex 15). 

h) Abduction of former secret service agent M.G. and his statement 
before the 34th Assize Court in Ankara on 15 December 2019 

145- A former secret service agent M.G., who was abducted on 18 March 2017 

in Ankara city-centre by the public officials and after 17 months, transferred to the 

Police on 20 July 2018. On 15 December 2019, Mr. M.G. explained in the hearing 

held before the 34th Assize Court in Ankara that he was abducted by the secret 

service agents that he knows them, he was placed in a secret detention centre that 

he knows the place and he was severely tortured there during 17 months before 

being transferred to the Police. Mr. M.G. gave the following statements at the 

hearing held before the 34th Assize Court in Ankara on 15 December 2019: 
 

“My name is M.G. I was born in 1974 in Ankara. I completed my primary, 
secondary and university education in Ankara. I would like to first introduce 
myself and present to your honour what I have lived through until today. 
 
After I graduated from the university in 1997, I started to work at the National 
Intelligence Organisation (MIT). Between 1998 and 2000 I served in Ankara, 
while between 2000 and 2005 I served in Siirt province. Between 2005 and 2009 
I worked at a post in abroad. Between 2009 and 2011, I worked in Gaziantep 
province. From 2011 until September of 2016 when I had been dismissed from 
public service, I worked in Ankara. 
 
In September 2016, based on an MIT Inspection Board report, I have been 
dismissed, in other words expelled, from public service. This Inspection Board 
report is also used as the ground for the accusations directed against me in the 
penal file at your court. This report is a document is void of legal qualities and 
contains baseless claims. In short, I would like to assert that I am dismissed from 
the MIT and public service unjustly. 
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While I was going on my normal life together with my wife and 2 children after 
my dismissal from public service, –your honour, to explain my story after this is 
quite difficult– on 18 March 2017, I left my home to go to my parents’ house in 
Sincan47. While I was driving towards Sincan Lale Square, I sensed that I was 
being followed. I knew the vehicles that were following me and their drivers. Until 
I reached my parents’ home, I took the note of the number plates of these vehicles. 
In front of the house, these vehicles once more detected me and checked on me. 
At around 12:00-12:30pm, I left the apartment block where my parents live with 
my own car. Just as I was getting close to the junction where Atmaca street joins 
with Muhtaç Street,I saw that a grey Fiat Doblo with a number-plate beginning 
with 58 made a U-turn and started to follow me. Later, while I was buying some 
things from a shop on Vatan Street, these vehicles were milling around the shop. 
I left the shop; while I was driving toward Fatih48 district, I bought petrol from 
Eryılmazlar PO petrol station situated on Ayaş road. Meanwhile, I saw that those 
vehicles were waiting at the carpark of the Sincan branch of Et-Balık Kurumu 
(State Meat and Fish Sales Institution) which is next to the petrol station and then 
they were following me. If the description is correct, I observed that the persons 
were lying low inside the vehicles and were watching over me leaving the station. 
They were about 5 to 8 vehicles altogether. When I went to my sister’s house in 
Fatih district, the same vehicles were again moving around. Towards the evening 
at around 4:00pm, I left my sister’s house. Before I left, I gave the number-plates 
of the suspicious vehicles to my sister. I told her that I was being followed and 
that I knew who the persons are who were following me. I had never thought that 
I was going to be kidnapped. The institution (MIT) could follow me, the security 
forces could follow me, I could expect that, but I had never imagined they would 
kidnap me. At around 4:00-4:30pm I left my sister’s house with my car. Those 
who were following me started to stop the cars in front of me, across a booth in 
that area (I cannot remember the name of the street), under the cover of police 
control. To abide by the laws, I also stopped. I opened the front left window of 
my car. They asked me to get off the car. The grey Fiat Doblo with 58 number-
plate draw near me; they slid open its right back passenger door. Two people 
with masks were sitting inside. I was told to sit next to them. I got in and sat next 
to them. They cuffed my hands on my back.  
 
While I am telling all these, I am re-living all that again. I also expressed to the 
Public Prosecutor that what I had been through was not easy at all. That is, I am 
not well; I am now going through all those things again and I cannot accept this. 
Just two days ago, the top officials stated that “Turkish Republic never kidnaps 
its own citizens.” They kidnapped me and they are still lying. I am not able to 
make myself understood. My two children are not aware about this court hearing 
being held here today. Can you imagine? I mean, I am not in a good state.  
 
I am able to appear before you (at the presence of judges) first time, 3 years after 
this investigation, which was started in 2016. Until today, neither my lawyer’s, 
nor my requests have been taken into consideration at all. None of the officials 
have called me and asked, “Where have you been until today?” They never 
carried out an effective investigation. I was with my car at the time. They did not 

                                                
47 Sincan is a central district of Ankara situated at the West side of the city. 
48 Fatih is the name of one of the neighbourhood area situated in Sincan district of Ankara. 
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even file a report to find my car. It seems my car was stolen, but not even “a 
stolen-lost vehicle” report has been filed. I am feeling crushed under all these 
things being done. Do you know why? All these things are unlawfulness, lack of 
democracy and deprivation of justice; am I being able to make myself clear? 
According to what my partner said to me, my children had to pass 500 nights 
without their father and they did not want to go outside. I came to your presence 
with this state of emotions. I am a member of the intelligence service… I had 
always acted an am still acting in accordance with the requirements of this 
allegiance. I have never did anything wrong. When they put me in that Doblo van, 
they searched for my mobile phone and wallet. When they could not find them, I 
said to them that they are in my car. They took them from the car. While my hands 
were cuffed from my back, they pulled off my ring from my finger; they also took 
my glasses and started to drive off with that van. After we went a while, they 
changed the number-plate of the vehicle. I fainted inside the vehicle. After a 1-2 
hour journey, I was taken to a place where I knew, going down with stairs, and 
placed in a cell. After I have been put in that cell, they started to (illegally) 
question me in that place on 18, 19 and 20 March 2017. Being handcuffed from 
my back and my head being covered with a sack, the first thing they did was to 
hit my head to the wall. They started to torture me by smashing my head to the 
wall. Once, twice, three times, five times… Am I being able to express myself? 
Then afterwards they used methods that can be described as brute beating. Then 
they continued (torturing) with some other methods which I cannot describe 
(sexual abuse). At the meantime, I could recognise most of the people who were 
talking. I am still capable of recognising the voices (of those who tortured me). 
On Tuesday, it was Nowruz (21 March 2017). On Wednesday, after another 
session of torture, the second part of the (illegal) interrogation started in the cell 
I was being held. The cell was a very small room where there was a half table 
and a half bench and was only heated with electricity. Later my health 
deteriorated; I started to bleed on Wednesday. This bleeding still continues and 
could not find a cure a cure for it. When my health has grown bad, during night 
hours, they transferred me to another place which again I knew. I served for MIT 
and saw and know many places of MIT. Because of this, I already knew the places 
I was taken and knew the persons who took me. I was kept until 20 June 2018 in 
the last place I had been taken. I very clearly know where I had been kept. If the 
court demands I am ready to reveal these places, but as I said earlier, I do not 
want to speak about this. 
 
… In the night between 20 and 21 June 2018, I, once again put in a vehicle and 
transferred to a place. Before this, they made me to take shower and put on clean 
clothes. They gave me meal. During the journey, my hands were cuffed with a 
plastic cable-tie. My head was covered with a sack; they put muffs in my ears and 
covered my eyes with a band. After a long journey, in the early morning, I was 
put in a deserted building in the place where I had been taken. I later understood 
this place was somewhere in Syria. I was put in a school which had four 
classrooms. There was a foam bed on the floor. They told me to sit on this foam. 
On the first day, I realised that it has been daytime from the sunlight seeping 
through the closed windows. Armed men came next to me. They were holding 
Kalashnikovs in their hands. They were speaking Arabic. When I spoke Turkish, 
they uttered to each other saying, “Turk, Turk”. Then they untied my hands. I 
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was kept under their surveillance until 14 July 2018. On 13 July 2018 at noon 
time, Turkish officials visited the building I was being kept.  
 
This is how I understood that I was in Syria: There were some street sellers were 
passing by near the place I was kept. There were some writings on the board at 
this school building; there were also writings on some of the goods there. From 
those writings, I understood that the place where I was being held was somewhere 
in Syria. I would like to state to your court that I had been taken to Syria by force, 
completely against my will.  
 
On 14 July 2018, they cuffed my hands with plastic cable-tie and pulled a sack 
over my head and brought me to the Turkish border. They put me into a vehicle 
belonged to the foot of the Turkish Army. It was a Land Rover with a blown 
exhaust pipe. I was handed over to the Turkish soldiers with a sack over my head 
and my hands were cuffed. After I was handed over to the border unit, I was taken 
to a garage-like place painted grey. They offered me water. Made me sit on a 
chair and asked me who I was. I told them that I want to speak to my lawyer. I 
requested my hands to be untied and the sack to be removed from my head. They 
ignored these requests of mine. “So what if you cannot reach your lawyer,” they 
were ridiculing me. Later they removed the sack over my head and took my photo 
with a mobile phone. Only then I realised that I was in a garage-like place and I 
saw that the person who took my photo was a lieutenant. Then they put the sack 
over my head again. Put me in the same vehicle and brought me to the 
Gendarmerie Command of Kumlu province. The anxiety of the soldiers in the 
vehicle was at maximum level. There was a vehicle following behind and they 
were restless about the following vehicle. Then that vehicle went to the front. At 
Kumlu Gendarmerie, they carried out the procedures. From there, I had been 
taken to Antakya Gendarmerie Command and was transferred to the Anti-Terror 
Department of Ankara Constabulary. Later at night connecting 18 July to 19 July 
2018, on the day when the State of Emergency has ended, a judge ordered my 
pre-trial detention and placed in Sincan T-Type Prison. For 16 months during 
my abduction, I had been deprived of my freedom and for the last 17 months I 
have been held in a prison.  
 
… Your Honour, if you allow me, I would also like to inform you about my health. 
Before I was kidnapped, I was a healthy individual who weighed around 70 kilos. 
During the 16 months starting from the date I was kidnapped until the day I was 
placed in prison, my weight has gone down below 50 kilos. Due to 
malnourishment and the conditions of being held in prison, I am now suffering 
from anaemia and diabetes. Medical reports of these illnesses are available at 
the hospital records of the prison complex. Because of the ill-treatments I had 
been subjected and the bad conditions of the secret detention centre, I have 
difficulty to use my left foot and left knee. I cannot bend my knee and had 
problems related to my foot. The details of these health issues are also present in 
the medical records in my file. I have a problem regarding my colon system. I 
have rectal bleeding and this bleeding still continues. It bled this morning, too. 
Regarding my colon problem, the doctor diagnosed and reported that I must be 
operated. Moreover, I am suffering from ulcerous gastritis and unfortunately 
have difficulty in swallowing and hearing. Because I had not been able to clean 
myself during the 500 days (16 months) in the secret detention centre, decays 
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appeared in my teeth. The blemishes appeared under my eyes are still there. All 
these health problems are the results of the days of my abduction. 
 
I would like to state that my emotional state is not very good, either. Starting from 
the Gendarmerie Command in Kumlu until I was placed in prison, all my requests 
regarding to define the issues related to my health situation, have been rejected 
or not fulfilled. Although I expressed my health problems and stated that “I 
request my health problems to be diagnosed and treated”, all my requests have 
been rejected. And while in prison, during the investigation phase, despite the 
fact that I had many times requested to be transferred to a hospital and my health 
problems and the things I had lived through to be reported, none of my requests 
have been replied. These are all that I would like say for now” (Annex 16). 

i) Submission of Özgür Kaya, Yasin Ugan, Salim Zeybek and Erkan Irmak 
to the Ankara Police on 28 July 2019 

146- The family members of four men who were abducted by security forces 

in February 2019 confirmed on 28 July 2019 that their relatives were in custody at 

the Ankara Police Department. Two of the abducted men are still missing. Betül 

Zeybek, wife of computer technician Salim Zeybek, who was abducted on 

February 21, 2019, announced on Twitter that she had received a call from the 

Ankara police yesterday evening who said her husband had been detained and that 

he was in good health. The family members of Yasin Ugan and Özgür Koca, who 

were kidnapped together in broad daylight on February 13, 2019, from their 

apartment building in Ankara, also confirmed that Ugan and Kaya were being held 

at the Ankara Police Department. The wife of Erkan Irmak, who was kidnapped in 

front of his house in İstanbul on the night of February 16, 2019, tweeted: “…, I 

have received information that my husband is in custody. I will keep you 

informed.”49 

147- Families of four abductees who appeared in police custody after being 

missing since February 2019 revealed that their husbands might have been 

subjected to torture. The Ankara police on Sunday night called the families of 

Salim Zeybek, Özgür Kaya, Erkan Irmak and Yasin Ugan, who were abducted by 

police pretenders according to eyewitnesses, stating that they were in police 

custody due to an investigation into the Gülen movement. On 30 July 2019, the 

police allowed families to see their loved ones for only five minutes, while delaying 

visits from lawyers. Aycan Kaya, the wife of Özgür Kaya, told the Artı Gerçek 

                                                
49 https://stockholmcf.org/4-of-6-men-abducted-six-months-ago-turn-out-to-be-in-police-custody-2-
remain-missing/ 
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news website that she could not see any physical marks of torture but that her 

husband had lost a great amount of weight and refused to answer questions about 

his previous whereabouts. Mikail Ugan, the brother of Yasin Ugan, also said his 

sibling had lost weight and looked dull and colorless during the meeting. According 

to human rights activist Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, who followed the cases from 

the beginning, the prosecutor denied requests for full physical and mental 

examinations of the suspects. “I talked to the families,” Gergerlioğlu said. “[Their 

loved ones] appeared to be weak and were hesitant to talk, and they demanded the 

closure of petitions to international bodies [about their abduction cases].”50 

148- The Ankara police on 28 July 2019, on Sunday night called the families 

of Salim Zeybek, Özgür Kaya, Erkan Irmak and Yasin Ugan, who were abducted 

by security forces according to eyewitnesses, stating that they were in police 

custody due to an investigation into the Gülen movement. On Monday the police 

allowed families to see their husbands for only five minutes.51 

149- On 29 July 2019, at around 20:00, Aycan Kaya was allowed very briefly 

to see her husband Özgür Kaya. Mrs. Kaya expressed that she saw that her husband 

Özgür Kaya has seriously lost weight, has scars on few visible places on his body, 

he looked very pale and had not seen sunlight for months, her husband had spoken 

with a very timid and toneless voice, uttered his words he babbled out the words in 

his mind very fast. Özgür Kaya said to his wife Aycan Kaya these words that he 

obviously made them memorise repeating them four-five times (acting in the same 

way as other abductees), “Close all your social media accounts, do not hire a 

private lawyer and withdraw all the applications you filed” (see Annex 1). 

150- Although the abductees under custody were requested to be taken to an 

independent doctor they did not allow them to be examined by an independent 

doctor (see Annex 17). Despite the intervention by some Parliament Members, 

during the 12 days custody no medical examination has been held. Özgür Kaya and 

the other three abductees have been arrested on 9 August 2019 after 12 days of 

custody. During these 12 days, requests of private lawyer and medical examination 

by independent doctor have been categorically denied. The corridor they were held 

in the Courthouse has been barricaded and they were not allowed to see their 

                                                
50 https://stockholmcf.org/abducted-men-show-physical-and-mental-signs-of-torture-families/ 
51 https://stockholmcf.org/lawyers-denied-access-to-abducted-men-now-in-police-custody-ankara-
bar-association/ 
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families. Neither their families, nor their lawyers were allowed even in the public 

hearing. They were taken before the court of peace, accompanied by mysterious 

lawyers, not coming from the Bar Association, even the names of whom could not 

be learnt, and arrested. It is not possible to assign a lawyer this way under CMK 

(Turkish Code of Criminal Procedure), which is also against the domestic laws. 

Neither a copy of the information and documents in the case file, nor a copy of the 

documents that are supposed to be open to public (Article 153 of the CMK) have 

been given neither to the family members (applicants) of the abductees nor their 

lawyers.  

151- After the official custody, the following events have taken place: On 28 

July 2019, the police has called the wives (applicants) of the four abductees to say 

that their husbands are in custody. Although they filed a request at the office of 

Public Prosecutor Muhammet Ali Korkmaz on 29 July 2019 for medical 

examination to be conducted by independent doctors (Annex 18), this request has 

been rejected by the prosecution. Meanwhile on 1 August 2019, pursuant to the 

provisions of Istanbul Protocol requests were filed at Ankara Chamber of 

Physicians to assign independent doctors (Annex 19). On 31 July 2019, the 

families again requested to see the arrestees and notified the unlawfulnesses they 

have been facing with in this petition (Annex 20). Because the abductees were not 

allowed to speak to the lawyers hired by the families, on 31 July 2019 they 

submitted a petition requesting an interview to be held by their lawyers (Annex 

21). On 31 July 2019, a complaint against Public Prosecutor Muhammet Ali 

Korkmaz is filed at the HSK (Council of Judges and Prosecutors) by using the 

communication link of the Ministry. On 1 August 2019, Özgür Kaya’s wife once 

more filed an application in quia timet at the Constitutional Court and stated that, 

“an effective investigation is not held, the witnesses have not been heard and the 

perpetrators have not been defined by accessing to camera recordings”. She also 

expressed that the persons thought to be tortured have not been physically or 

mentally examined by independent doctors, have not been allowed to see their 

families or their lawyers without the scrutiny of a third eye/ear. In the application, 

it is also stated that the police have attended the short meeting held on 29 July 2019, 

they allowed only the abductees to talk and when the applicants (wives of the 

abductees) wanted to speak, the policemen prevented this. They requested the 

Constitutional Court to intervene in their cases by also issuing a bill quia timet 



 65 

because there is a very high probability that the abductees had suffered torture 

(Annex 22). The Constitutional Court has not replied this request at all. HDP 

Member of Parliament, human rights activist and the member of the Human Rights 

Inquiry Commission of the Turkish Parliament Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu met with 

the wives of the victims and reported in his Twitter account (@gergerlioğluof, 

https://twitter.com/gergerliogluof) that every spouse says the same things (see 

Annex 1, p. 126, 128, 130, 132-135, 140, and §§ 101, 124, 153 of these 

observations: “Our husbands are very weakened, for instance Özgür Kaya lost 20 

kg in 5 months, they have timid mood, they said us that they do not want private 

legal counsel (?), our husbands said us that the kidnapping case must be closed, 

they said us to close our Twitter accounts and withdraw the international 

applications, in the presence of police officers”, including the ones before the 

European Court of Human Rights. (see Tweets shared by the Member of 

Parliament Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, Annex 1, p. 126, 128, 130, 132-135, 140). It 

seems that the victims are being still threatened by the police or other public 

officers. 

152- On 1 August 2019, a request for release was filed since Özgür Kaya’s 

custody has not been extended and the legal duration of four days was now over. 

However, 1 day later, the clerk of the court of peace on duty issued an extension 

order, carrying an older date. The persons working at the clerk's office have told 

that they have no knowledge of this situation. Because the request was not 

implemented by the prosecution, they applied to the court of peace this time. Most 

recently, the motion filed on 1 August 2019 requesting the prosecutor to be changed 

because he is acting in partiality and not running the investigation effectively and 

also requesting the investigation to be taken over by the gendarmerie instead of the 

police has been denied by the prosecution (Annex 23). 

153- Please see Annex 1, p. 4 and the rest for detailed information about the 

statements of impartial and objective observers on the events took place between 

28 July 2019 and 9 August 2019 when the arrest warrant was issued. 

154- The applicants wish to state that the Government, as a defendant and 

respondent party to the present case, cannot be considered as an objective and 

impartial party and they can ignore and deny all the allegations and even lie about 

the facts and accusations made against the national authorities. That is why the 

applicants wish to explain and submit the factual bases of the case by also relying 
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on the statements and explanations of some objective observers such as Members 

of the Parliament from different political views, journalists, and on the reports 

prepared by some Bar associations and international non-governmental 

organisations working in the field of human rights. The applicants kindly request 

the Court to take entirely into consideration of all the information stated below 

when considering the admissibility and the merits of the case. 

3. Some objectives observers’ version of facts  

a) Member of Parliament and a Human Rights Activist Ömer Faruk 
Gergerlioğlu 
aa) Statement made by Mr. Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu on 27 June 2019 
at the Turkish Parliament’s Hemicycle 

155- HDP Parliament and Human Rights Activist Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, 

on 27 June 2019 Parliamentary General Assembly (hemicycle) made the following 

statement: "6 people have been kidnapped in Turkey in the last four months and 

these people are thought to be heavily tortured. Gökhan Türkmen, Özgür Kaya, 

Yasin Ugan, Erkan Irmak, Salim Zeybek, Mustafa Yılmaz. The kidnappers have 

abducted them for four months and said, 'We are the state, don't go to anyone, 

don’t go to the prosecutor or the police; otherwise it would be worse’. For the past 

four months, we have repeatedly submitted questions to the Ministry of the Interior 

about these people who have been abducted in the heart of Ankara where 

thousands of MOBESA cameras are in use. We have not got a single explanation. 

What do you think? ”52 

bb) Statements made by Mr. Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu on the Youtube 
Channel of journalist Erkam Tufan on 17 July 201953 

156- Journalist Erkam Tufan (ET): He asks about abduction and torture in 

parliament.  AKP members of parliament reject this proposal.  CHP and HDP 

members of parliament say that there is torture and ask what is behind all these 

discussions. 

157- Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu (ÖFG): Unfortunately, we are experiencing 

distressing developments in the field of human rights in Turkey. The cases of 

torture and kidnappings have somehow increased for some 6 months. Recklessness 

increased to its final point.  Both Mr. Sezgin and I have repeatedly raised this issue 

                                                
52 https://twitter.com/KronosHaber/status/1144361313860280320 
53 See, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8LrjlphXh8 
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in the parliament. We have given parliamentary questions.  We asked the Interior 

Ministry. We asked allegations of torture and kidnappers.  In a speech before the 

general assembly, I brought these torture and kidnappings to the agenda of the 

general assembly.  After months of non-response, AKP group vice president 

Özlem Zengin stated that there is a human rights commission of the 

assembly.   This commission will investigate the allegations. She asked: "why you 

accuse us for this?"  "Well then" I said. We have been waiting for six months and 

there has been no research yet.   CHP group vice president Özgür Özel and HDP 

group vice president Fatma Kurtalan supported this idea. We said that let's 

investigate. This was talked 3-4 weeks before but no investigation was done. Last 

week on Wednesday as a result of the Parliamentary Human Rights Review 

Commission pressures, Interior Minister stated that a different research was not 

done. We wanted to listen to Minister of Interior. He said that they were also 

looking for those kidnapped and there is search warrant for them. He rejected all 

allegations of torture. 

158- ET: There is no such thing, If we catch them, we will detain them. 

159- ÖFG: Yes, that's what he says. Two days later, on Wednesday, I went to 

neighborhood of Ankara Çamlık where Yasin Ugan and Özgür Kaya were 

allegedly abducted and found their apartment.   I found the landlord. I talked to two 

people from the neighborhood. People in the neighborhood told that On February 

12, Yasin Ugan and Özgür Kaya were kidnapped by 50-60 people who identified 

themselves as police officers. However, two days ago, Deputy Minister said in the 

parliament that they were also looking for them in parliament. At the same time, 

Salim Zeybek had been taken from Edirne to Ankara with his wife and 2 children 

in a car. Then we asked the deputy minister if there are any mobese records about 

these people. He didn't answer that question either. Then Sezgin Tanrikulu spoke 

again in parliament yesterday. Like me, at the general assembly, he asked about 

the cases of torture, the attempts to censor severe human rights violations, and the 

6 kidnapped people. On this, Hakan Çavuşoğlu, the President of the Human Rights 

Investigation Commission, which we have already accused and accused of doing 

nothing, took the floor. He repeated the words of the deputy minister. We know 

that this is the record of the search of 6 kidnapped people who have been tortured 

in Ankara and Halfeti. He gave answers as if he were slandered. 

I took the word after Mr. Sezgin. I told Hakan Cavusoglu last week that people 
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living in the Ankara Çamlık neighborhood whom I listened to say very different 

things. I asked why this issue is not addressed, they said nothing. 

160- ET: Do they say nothing to this clear question or pretend not to hear? 

161- ÖFG: Yes. I asked these questions and they did not answer any of 

them. Salim Zeybek's wife was kidnapped from Edirne to Ankara in a car. The 

plate of this car is known. The appearance of the kidnappers was drawn by Mrs. 

Fatma Betül. There is no search regarding these. I went to the room of Mr. Hakan, 

the head of the Human Rights Research Commission and said that "Mr. Hakan, this 

is not an event to be covered up. Listen to the Security Directorate in this regard. 

Listen to the victims. Listen to the people who have been tortured. Listen to the 

spouses of 6 kidnapped people in Ankara Police Department. Make a report. Detect 

its place. Prepare report and submit to parliament. This is what you are going to do, 

it is not a task of another commission, it is the task of Human Rights Review 

Commission, not the Health Comission. Not the Trade Commission. If you're not 

going to do this research, what will you do? I said I'm talking about the most serious 

human rights violation. Look, I'm a human rights activist. This is the most serious 

violation of human rights. People have been kidnapped for 5 months or 6 months. 

There's a lot of finding. There is no single explanation that they were kidnapped by 

somebody. When I asked what would be researched if this research would not 

happen, they did not act in any way again. Even at a press conference I held last 

week, I made a call to Hakan Çavuşoğlu to resign. They have such an indifference 

that really makes people angry. 

162- ET: You tell Hakan Çavuşoğlu, President of the Human Rights 

Commission, that there are human rights violations. What's he saying? What kind 

of dialogue is going on in the room? What was your impression?   

163- ÖFG: I had a one and a half hour talk with him. It's been a long talk. I 

told the president all my findings. Yes, sometimes we have an intensive discussion 

with him when he is in the commission, but we have presented all the documents 

to him in detail without discussing them. I said them to investigate this. It's not 

something to be covered up. Yesterday's White Tauruses are staged in the form of 

today's Black Transporters, and these cases are not limited to 6 people. There are 

27 cases during the state of emergency. 26 male and 1 female. 26 of them are 

related to the Gülen group and 1 of them have left-wing torture allegations. The 

last 6 kidnapped people are still under great threat regarding the right to life. Their 
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relatives are also tortured. These people have been tortured for 6 months’ day and 

night. Look, I know not only the kidnapped people, but their relatives. They're so 

sad, miserable, and nobody wants to hear them. We need to tell this community 

what happened. This has to be investigated. You start this investigation. Maybe 

you won't find anything after all, I'm not saying anything to him but start this 

investigation. The Human Rights Investigation Commission of the Turkish Grand 

National Assembly has signed many important reports in history such as Susurluk 

report. Palestinian hangers were found in police stations. It has done very important 

research. This commission of this assembly should serve. I explained to him in all 

his details, but what I understand is that he doesn't want to take action, even though 

he knows that there are some serious events. 

164- ET: Why? 

165- ÖFG: This question must be asked to him. If he does not do this, job he 

should resign from the presidency of the commission. I've already sent dozens of 

petitions over and over and I want him to resign.  At the same time, I also met with 

other AKP officials. I also met with AKP group vice president Özlem Zengin. I 

spoke with Naci Bostancı. 

166- ET: For example, Naci Bostancı and I have an old friendship. Professor 

Doctor Naci Bostancı was a man of honest conscience at the time I knew him.  Then 

I have always wondered about the sensitivity of these issues in bilateral relations. 

What does he say about tortures and with kidnappings in this process? 

167- ÖFG: I was with Mr. Naci half an hour ago and I said to Naci Bey that 

this was not an event to be covered up.  Maybe, it can be covered at the national 

level. The Ministry of Interior may not make a statement, but it is on the agenda of 

the European Union and on the agenda of the United States. Many embassy 

officials visited me on this subject. I visited the embassies of USA, Canada, 

Netherlands, Belgium and told them. Victims' wives told their case to the 

representatives of 18 EU countries. This event is on the agenda of the EU and the 

United States. Such a matter must be dealt with state seriousness. The state is not 

serious. On Wednesday, Deputy Interior Minister says that they are looking for 

these people. On Friday, I'm going to the neighborhood on February 12 and people 

living there are repeatedly telling me that these people were taken by 50-60 

police. I'm asking this again. I'm embarrassed, but there's no response from anyone. 

The Republic of Turkey should not be trivialized to this level. It should be very 
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serious.  Naci Bostancı listened to these and I think he was a little convinced. He 

said he would investigate this topic. I talked to Özlem Zengin. He said she'd look 

into it too. Nothing ever happened. I spoke with Mr. Naci. He said that he was 

going to investigate. I'm waiting for results. There are six people kidnapped. 

They're in danger. There are concerns that there are under torture. There's no 

second to wait. An extremely grave situation shows that these evidences are very 

clear. Look, Mr. Naci, there is a very clear situation. 6 people mentioned in a file 

named Gergerlioğlu. I have no doubt about the kidnapping. All the findings show 

this. Nobody can cover this by saying that. Covering this up will return to Turkey 

as a very hefty bill in the future. I'm very clear. In other words, no one has the 

chance to get rid of this by covering this work. 

168- ET: Let's see. As of July 17, you have told Naci Bostancı about this issue. 

He said he'd investigate there. Let's see how many days will pass, what will come 

out of the investigation. I am really expecting something from Naci Bostancı. If he 

is as I knew him as a former acquitance. Well, by the way what happened outside 

then. What will happen to families below? Thank you, you both tell and accept in 

parliament. You listen to your troubles and tell ÖFG TV as your own broadcast at 

a time when the media is silent. Now there's no answer from the Ministry of 

Interior. They say no, but there is no such thing, Human Rights Research 

Commission President Hakan Çavuşoğlu keeps silent.  So what's going to happen?  

169- ÖFG: So, Mr Erkan. It is not possible to get mad. For 6 months day and 

night, we're keeping them on the agenda. At every press conference, I brought it to 

agenda in each press conference. I showed these photos to them. I invited the 

families of kidnapped people in live broadcasts. I hosted and told them in different 

ways. They told me all his findings. Everything is clear. But there is one body 

which does not act: Ministry of Interior does not do a single thing.No other official 

does either. And look, let me tell you more. No word from the Ministry. I made a 

parliamentary motion on the Officer. The officer was kidnapped in the state of 

emergency and wrote a 8-page letter stating that he was tortured.  I presented this 

letter to the Presidency of the Grand National Assembly of Turkeywithout adding 

anything. I wanted this matter to be investigated.  As an investigating MP, I think 

that this issue should be investigated. What's the answer? The statements in this 

proposal are rude and hurtful, and we cannot take this into consideration. I didn't 

add a single word. It was just one letter of a person.  There were very grave 
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allegations of torture. If the Assembly of this country does not investigate such 

grave claims, what else will it do? It's impossible to believe. Mr. Şentop gave this 

answer. Ministries do not want to investigate this issue. The Presidency of the 

Assembly refuses to accept the grave allegation of torture. It is impossible to 

understand.  Here it is not possible to understand the silence of the whole state from 

A to Z. Turkey has already returned to the 1990s.The white Taurus is replaced by 

black transporters.  

170- ET: He may have only one explanation. When I look from where I am, it 

is that humanity has lost its silence. Despite the existence of such a grave issue that 

the competent authorities are particularly silent, the Human Rights Investigation 

Commission refuses to investigate. There is such a commission and you are in that 

commission. It is good that Sezgin Tanrıkulu is in that comission. Meral Danış 

Bektaş is in that commission. The research of the three of you is very valuable. The 

presence of the three of you is very important. I thank on the behalf of all the 

oppressed. Thank you very much for your sensitivity. I hope that these abductions 

will end as soon as possible and that the abductors will have their families, wives 

and children. You will be the follower of this subject to get the distance. We're 

gonna be followers here. Ömer Faruk Bey Thank you very much again for your 

sensitivity and participation in the publication. 

171- ÖFG: Thank you, I will thank you and we will go to the end. It is a very 

important case. I also see this issue as the most important issue for my one-year 

parliament. Because there is a serious state silence about the right to life of 6 

people. That's why I'm interested. Thousands of people are ranked among 

violations.” (see for Turkish version, Annex 24). 

172- Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu came to the district in Ankara city centre from 

where Özgür Kaya and Yasin Ugan had been abducted and spoke to the residents 

who witnessed the event and directly listened from the witnesses that the abduction 

has really occured. He also announced this from the social media. Despite this fact, 

none of the state bodies -the police, the prosecution or any other authority- have 

even listened to any of the witnesses. 
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b) Member of Parliament and Human Rights Lawyer Mustafa Sezgin 
Tanrıkulu 

aa) Mr. M. Sezgin Tanrıkulu’s statements made on 5 August 2019 

173- CHP Istanbul Deputy and Human Rights Lawyer Mustafa Sezgin 

Tanrıkulu made the following statements on 5 August 2019 via his Twitter account 

(@MSTanrikulu)54: 

“I gave you good news at this time last week. I stated that 4 of the 6 
kidnapped citizens were released and taken into custody. Salim Zeybek, Ozgur 
Kaya, Erkan Irmak and Yasin Ugan were allowed to meet with their families on 
Monday for 5 minutes last week. The day before (4 August 2019) the family of 
our two citizens met again with these people. His relatives observed that the 
(detainees) are under great pressure. The lack of permission to interview 
lawyers is a clear indication that this pressure continues.  

For 150 days, witnesses and records reflected in a form that was taken by 
force in relation to these persons alleged by the Security put forward: 'They hid 
in a house, then surrendered on the way to the GBT investigation and caught on 
the road.' Even crows laugh at this defense. You cannot convince anyone with 
this defense. I'm calling the Department of Justice from here again. Forced 
disappearance is a crime against humanity. Don't be a partner in this crime. 
Find out who carried out these abductions in the center of Ankara, Istanbul and 
Antalya; Make an effective investigation. Otherwise, you will be a partner in 
this crime.” 

"I am addressing Ankara Security Directorate from here: Don't be a 
partner in this crime. Find out who has kidnapped these citizens and held them 
for 150 days. Do not try to change their statements with false reports. Why don't 
you let people in detention see their lawyers for 8 days? Why is that? 

Now you will have them sign the statements prepared and will make it 
public. 

Look what the four incumbent citizens have been suggesting during the 
interview: 'Don't send us a lawyer, close your Twitter accounts, withdraw your 
applications to international institutions, the European Court of Human Rights 
and the United Nations, and don't talk to MPs.' 

Is this the first request that people who have been missing for 150 days 
now tell their wives?  In the usual flow of life? According to their parents' 
statement, their skin has become whitened, they have remained in the sunless 
environment, and half have been weakened. Aren't you going to ask them? 

There are no reports of two kidnapped people with these four citizens. As 
of today, Mustafa Yılmaz and Gökhan Türkmen have been missing respectively 
for 167 and 179 days. There is no news from them. The Ministry did not make a 
statement about the fate of these two people. Wherever these four people were, 
these two people were there. Unless something bad happened about their lives. 
Just as you uncovered them, reveal the fact about them too. Do not be the 
responsible body for this grave crime. Look, we're going to keep saying here in 
these corals. We will continue to speak in Parliament and ask you about these. 
We will ask in Parliament. These crimes have no statute of limitations; surely, 

                                                
54 https://twitter.com/MSTanrikulu/status/1158291355556339712 



 73 

but surely those who commit this act will appear before the judiciary. Nobody 
should worry. Now you can put pressure on these citizens. You can sign forced 
declarations; but you can't cover the truth.”55 

 

bb) Mr. M. Sezgin Tanrıkulu’s statements of 3 September 2019 

174- CHP Deputy Sezgin Tanrıkulu, made a statement at the 749. meeting of 

"Saturday Mothers" who lost their sons and daughter on Saturday 3th, 2019:  

“More than 150 days ago, between February 7 and February 22, 2016, 6 
citizens were forced to disappear and kidnapped by people authorized to use 
public power in Ankara, Istanbul and Antalya. Their wives came here two weeks 
ago; together we looked for justice and asked the account of the losses here. At 
02:00 last Monday night, their families were called and they were told that four 
people were in the anti-terrorism branch and were asked to go to the Police in 
the morning. According to the statement made to the police 'they came to the 
police department as a result of being arrested in GBT investigation and 
detained'. I mean, they're not missing at all; they were never asked where they 
were, and they were detained in this way as they were wanted. All applications 
made by lawyers and families to the prosecutor's office were all in vain 
(rejected). The prosecutor conducting the investigation was extremely rude to 
them and continues to be rude. They won't let the lawyers see them. On Monday 
evening, they were given the opportunity to meet with their families for five 
minutes; however, it was understood that this interview was mainly based on 
not seeking rights. Citizens, who have been missing for 150 days, have been told 
to their spouses: 'Close your Twitter accounts; Withdraw your applications to 
the ECHR and the United Nations; We don't want a lawyer, and cut off your 
contact with the MPs. ' These were preached to the detainees and forwarded to 
their wives. Since then, they have not been able to see their lawyers. Initiatives 
of the Ankara Bar Association Human Rights Center were in vain; the 
prosecutor did not allow. They say they don't want a lawyer. These are educated 
people; They have been somehow lost for 150 days; their lack of lawyer is 
completely contrary to the usual flow of life. As of yesterday, the spouse of two 
citizens were once again allowed to see. Their lawyers were not allowed again. 
And the wives met, and they continued to make the same suggestions. I speak to 
the Minister of Justice and the Minister of the Interior, and to the officers and 
directors of the anti-terrorism branch. Maybe you guys didn't have a role in 
enforced disappearance for the police officers. But now you're complicit in the 
disappearance. You are committing a crime both by banning the opinion of the 
lawyer and by making these suggestions. These crimes have no statute of 
limitations; no other politician and no supervisor will stand up for you 
tomorrow and you will be judged. There have been many examples of this in the 
past. Therefore, stop putting pressure on these citizens and suggesting. Your 
defense will come to no avail: "Our superiors gave us such orders". Illegal 
orders are not fulfilled. So, I call once more here: I appeal to the Minister of 
Justice and the Council of Judges and Prosecutors: Take this prosecutor who 
does not conduct the investigation correctly and tries to close it. He does not 
investigate the truth and does not conduct an effective investigation, and acts 
rudely to their relatives, spouses, and lawyers. Thirdly, I address the Minister 
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of Justice: Ensure that these citizens are regularly examined by independent 
physicians and doctors according to the Istanbul Protocol. And finally, I appeal 
to the Minister of Justice again: Have the detainee meet with their chosen 
lawyers. If you don't do this, you will continue to commit a crime and we will 
ask you for their account one day. I also address the Minister of Interior and 
the Government once again: Mustafa Yılmaz and Gökhan Türkmen, who were 
lost under the same conditions, are still missing; there is no news from them. 
Make a satisfactory statement to the public about their fate.”56 

 

cc) Mr. M. Sezgin Tanrıkulu’s statement made on 24 October 2019 

175- CHP Istanbul Deputy and Human Rights Lawyer Mustafa Sezgin 

Tanrıkulu made the following statements via his Twitter account (@MSTanrikulu) 

concerning the facts occurred during the first hearing held on 24 October 2019 

before the newly created Ankara 34th Assize Court:57 

“Dear friends, I am at Ankara Courthouse. The hearing of the 
obliterated-abductee Özgür Kaya will be, actually is being, held today. It was 
supposed to start at 10:00 a.m. at the 34th Court of Assize; it must have started 
already. I am the Ankara Courthouse since 09:30. I am now at the information 
desk. I asked for the place of the 34th Assize Court and of the hearing room, they 
said it is on the 5th floor, then I waited in the Bar’s room and in the hall on the 
5th floor. The door of the hearing room was still closed at 10:00 a.m. I took its 
photograph. There was no list of the hearings on the door of that hearing room. 
I asked the secretary, they did not give any answer. I asked them again, “Will 
they conduct the hearing or not?” The chief clerk said that he has no knowledge 
about it. But family members of Özgür Kaya have learnt from the lawyer that he 
is at the hearing. Thus, we now know that the hearing is being held but the lawyer 
did not tell the abductee’s wife in which room they are conducting the hearing. 
I asked the chief clerk again where, in which room, the hearing was being held 
and why they do not tell us. “Under the instruction of the head (chief justice) of 
the court, I cannot give you the information about the place of the hearing”, the 
chief clerk said to me. I tried to talk to the deputy of the Chief Prosecutor, I tried 
to talk to a court member judge, but alas, although I am a member of the 
Parliament and deputy head of the Human Rights Commission, they did not tell 
me where the hearing of a case which is forcedly being obliterated inside the 
courthouse.  

Again, Özgür Kaya’s wife and family members had not been able to 
attend the hearing. Most likely, they issued an order of secrecy or held a closed 
session. Of course, they can decide to conduct a closed hearing in accordance 
with Article 187 of the CMK (Turkish Code of Criminal Procedure), but this 
decision can be made only at an open session (hearing). Again, pursuant to 
Article 187 of the CMK, the court may permit some individuals to be present 
during the hearing that is closed to the public, but this is clearly a case of 
obliteration inside the courthouse. Despite my 2 hours-effort, I could not learn, 

                                                
56 https://twitter.com/MSTanrikulu/status/1157579244383301632 
57 https://twitter.com/MSTanrikulu/status/1187290021381976065. See also, 
https://twitter.com/MSTanrikulu/status/1187629286578118658 
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neither from the abductee’s family members nor from the court officials, where 
the hearing was held. I will now have to leave the courthouse.  

They are already committing all kinds of unlawful acts outside; but inside 
the courthouse, if we cannot learn even the room of a hearing, if the head of the 
court audaciously order the chief clerk not to give any information about the 
room the hearing will be held, and if the chief clerk cannot give any information 
or have no idea about the court clerks or the summoning court of that day, then 
it means that the judiciary has busted completely in Turkey. I express in front of 
this courthouse again that there is no law, there is no justice here. There cannot 
be a hearing order, or a judicial order, that blots out the hearings from family 
members, from citizens, from parliament members. From here, I am reporting 
this to the Minister of Justice – I will also try to reach him. Such a lawlessness, 
such an irregularity has never occurred in the history of judiciary. There cannot 
be a court hearing that is held hidden from the wife of the person being judged, 
or the room of which is kept secret. They should have written on the courtroom’s 
door this:  The hearing of the 34th Court of Assize shall be held in the hall with 
so and so number, on the 2nd floor, etc., or the related information should have 
been given to the information desk. A justice cannot be obtained from a court 
hearing that is held closed, obliterated from citizens, from spouses, from family 
members! Good Bye.”58 (see for Turkish version, Annex 25). 

 

c) Member of the Parliament Cihangir İslam from Saadet Party 

176- MoP Cihangir Islam has made the following statement on 22 July 2019 at 

the General Assembly of the Turkish Parliament (TBMM):  

“Gökhan Türkmen, Özgür Kaya, Yasin Ugan, Erkan Irmak, Salim Zeybek, 
Mustafa Yılmaz. … I now am calling the Mr. Vice President to telephone the 
city governors and chief constables and ask them what happened to these 
people, and before coming here to deliver his defence speech, to learn and 
explain us what has happened and will consequently happen to those people of 
whom there is no sight or sound for 4 months. Only this. … I will present this 
list to Mr. Vice President.”59 

 

177- At his speech at the Turkish Parliament on 15 November 2019, MoP 

Cihangir İslam has reminded that the abducted persons have come out after months 

of dissappearance and remarked these: 

"His family is told that their relative, from whom they received no news 
at all for months, is at so-and-so police station. No-one has any information 
about how this happened. None of the abductees want to hire a lawyer. They 
do not, or rather are not able to, give out even the slightest amount of 
information about their situation. Their families are also in shock because of 
this. Why would a person who is made dissappear for 6 months not want to 
hire a lawyer? We don't know what kind of pressure they are under. We 

                                                
58 https://twitter.com/MSTanrikulu/status/1187290021381976065. See also, 
https://twitter.com/MSTanrikulu/status/1187629286578118658 
59 https://twitter.com/C_islamTbmmOfis/status/1153381299626946561  
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cannot understand how/why the Turkish Parliament bring this very strange 
and serious matter to its agenda."60 

 

d) Ankara Bar Association 

178- The Ankara Bar Association on 1 August 2019 released a statement 

reporting that four Gülen followers who turned up in police custody after being 

missing since February are not allowed to see any lawyers. According to the 

statement, both the lawyers tasked by the bar and those retained by the four 

individuals’ family members were prevented by the police from seeing the 

detainees. “It is an obligation both under domestic law and according to the 

European Court of Human Rights [ECtHR] to ensure the detained suspects’ access 

to an attorney,” the statement said.61 

179- Upon the application of Sümeyye Yılmaz, the wife of the abductee 

Mustafa Yılmaz, on 1 August 2019, the Human Rights Centre of the Ankara Bar 

Association has reported the investigation elements that are not conducted 

effectively as below: 

• “… The gendarmerie base, the police station or other buildings to 
where the person reported to be kidnapped might have been taken, 
were not searched, and they did not try to find potential witnesses: 

• Persons who are kept under custody at gendarmerie base or at police 
stations have not been interviewed during the dates they had been 
missing, to determine whether these persons were under arrest or not; 

• The security officers, who were working at the area on the dates that 
the abduction claimed to have happened, have not been interviewed; 

• The MOBESE camera recordings and, if available, private camera 
recordings at the places the abductions claimed to have happened, 
have not been researched, gathered or examined; 

• Any examination on, or search for, the vehicle that is alleged to be 
used during the abduction, has not been carried out; 

• Searches for records that define positions such as GPRS, have not 
been conducted; 

• The security forces, primarily the MİT (Turkish Intelligence), have not 
been informed about the abduction cases, and they have not been 
consulted  regarding these cases; 

• The applicant and the family members and acquaintances of the 
person claimed to be abducted have not been interviewed and any 
evaluation for possible risks have not been conducted. 

• Under these conditions, we think that the authorities have not fulfill 
their duty to protect life and obligation to execute an effective 

                                                
60 https://www.milligazete.com.tr/haber/3374447/cihangir-islamdan-kacirilan-khklilar-aciklamasi. See 
also, https://twitter.com/C_islamTbmmOfis/status/1139280681551507456. 
61 https://stockholmcf.org/lawyers-denied-access-to-abducted-men-now-in-police-custody-ankara-bar-
association/ 
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investigation in regard to the abduction of the applicant's husband 
Mustafa Yılmaz. When it is considered that the forced dissappearance 
is still an existing violation; it is obvious that the investigation has to 
be renewed to be able to immediately clear the deficiencies mentioned 
above.” (See, for full Report of the Human Rights Center of the 
Ankara Bar Association displaying all the ineffectiveness and 
deficiencies of the national authorities, Annex 26). 

180- The Human Rights Centre of the Ankara Bar Association stated the 

following on 1 August 2019: “We are informed that, from the 6 individuals who 

have been missing since February, Özgür Kaya, Erkan Irmak, Yasin Ugan and 

Salim Zeybek are now held in custody. The lawyers given the duty to represent the 

Human Rights Centre of the Ankara Bar Association must be allowed to speak with 

the suspects.”62 (Annex 27).  

181- The Human Rights Center of the Ankara Bar Association made the 

following declaration about the four kidnapping people on 6 August 201963 (see 

also, Annex 28): 

 

 

 
 

                                                
62 https://twitter.com/ankarabarosuihm/status/1156928529956790274  
63 https://twitter.com/ankarabarosuihm  
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a) Statements of the Human Rights Watch dated 6 August 2019 under 
the title of “Turkey: Concerns for disappeared men now in police 
custody - Four Confirmed in Custody; Two Remain Missing”64 

“The Turkish authorities’ decision to deny lawyers access to four men, who were 

forcibly disappeared in February 2019, but are now confirmed to be in police 

custody in Ankara raises concerns that the men may be being put under pressure 

to conceal information about their disappearance, Human Rights Watch said today. 

182- The authorities acknowledged on July 28, 2019 that they are holding four 

men, Salim Zeybek, Yasin Ugan, Özgür Kaya, and Erkan Irmak, but have not 

revealed where they have been since February, and are implying that the men were 

not in the custody of the state nor their proxies before July 28. The men were 

detained on various dates in February and are presumed to have been held in 

unacknowledged detention ever since. The whereabouts of two other men, Mustafa 

Yılmaz and Gökhan Türkmen, who were also reported missing in February, 

remains unknown. 

 
183- “Lawyers have been prevented from meeting the men, in violation of 

Turkey’s laws, which fuels our suspicion that the authorities want to hide the truth 

about what these four have lived through for the past five-and-a-half months,” 

said Tom Porteous, deputy program director at Human Rights Watch. “There needs 

to be a full account of what has happened to these men since February, and 

                                                
64    https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/06/turkey-concerns-disappeared-men-now-police-custody 
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everyone implicated in their presumed enforced disappearances should be held to 

account.” 

184- The families of the four men have been permitted to see them briefly twice 

in the presence of police officers, but the families’ lawyers have been completely 

barred from visiting them. When the families tried to ask the men where they had 

been since February, the men were reluctant to provide answers and the police 

intervened to stop further questions. 

185- The Turkish authorities are legally obliged to grant the families’ chosen 

lawyers access to the men and to enable confidential meetings. They should also 

permit independent medical professionals to conduct full medical examinations of 

the four men, Human Rights Watch said. 

186- Human Rights Watch spoke to the men’s wives about their brief meetings 

with their husbands. 

187- The families had spent months publicly campaigning and lodging 

complaints with the authorities seeking information on their husbands’ 

whereabouts. The families said the men were very pale, had lost a lot of weight, 

and were unwilling to answer any questions about what had happened to them over 

the months they were missing. 

188- The wives said the police prevented them from asking questions of the 

men or learning anything about their situation. The wives also reported that each 

of the men said, with police officers standing by, that they did not want to see a 

lawyer and that the wives should stop campaigning or lodging complaints about 

their cases and even withdraw existing complaints to international bodies and 

organizations. 

189- The presence of police officers during these meetings, the men’s reported 

introverted manner of speaking, and apparent inability or fear to provide any 

information about the past five months fuels Human Rights Watch’s concern that 

they are being pressured to withhold information about their treatment and to 

collude in providing a fabricated version of their detention. 

190- The authorities suspect the men of having links with the Fethullah Gülen 

religious movement, which the Turkish government has labeled a terrorist 

organization responsible for the July 15, 2016 coup attempt. The government has 

carried out an unprecedented crackdown on the movement and its followers in 

Turkey since that period. 
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191- Zeybek, who formerly worked for an official body, the Information 

Technology and Communications Board, was last seen by his wife in the custody 

of security forces on February 21. Officers detained him after following a car in 

which the couple was traveling, as they headed toward Edirne in western Turkey. 

192- On February 13, numerous witnesses saw a large number of plain-clothed 

and uniformed police detain Kaya, a former teacher, and Ugan, a certified 

accountant, at an apartment building in an Ankara neighborhood where they were 

staying. The wife of Irmak, also a former teacher, saw her husband led away by 

two people after he had left their home in Istanbul late on the evening of February 

16, 2019. 

193- In each case, the families made great efforts to secure a full investigation 

into their husbands’ whereabouts, contacting multiple authorities in Turkey, 

including the prosecutor’s office, collecting evidence of what had happened, and 

running social media campaigns asking the Turkish authorities for 

information.  But prosecutors have failed to carry out an effective investigation, 

complaints have been dismissed, and the families have applied to the constitutional 

court, where their cases are still pending. 

194- Several parliamentarians repeatedly raised the cases in parliament and 

made public statements seeking investigations of the disappearances. The Ankara 

Bar Association and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) the Human Rights 

Association and the Rights Initiative Association have all publicly reported on the 

cases. The authorities have made no official statement about the presumed enforced 

disappearance of the men or their whereabouts since February. The families have 

also applied to the United Nations (UN) Working Group on Enforced or 

Involuntary Disappearances and to the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR). 

195- Yılmaz and Türkmen remain unaccounted for and the Turkish authorities 

should immediately investigate whether they too are being held in undisclosed 

detention sites. Security camera footage shows Yılmaz, a physiotherapist, being 

abducted by two men and taken away in a black VW Transporter van after he left 

his home in Ankara the morning of February 19. Türkmen, who worked at the 

Farming and Rural Development Support Board, disappeared in the southern city 

of Antalya on February 7, 2019. 
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196- Human Rights Watch most recently documented abductions and enforced 

disappearances in Turkey in the 2017 report “In Custody: Police Torture and 

Abductions in Turkey.” (Annex 29). 

197- “After four men turned up in police custody, the Turkish authorities 

should urgently take steps to determine the whereabouts of Mustafa Yılmaz and 

Gökhan Türkmen,” Porteous said. “Forcibly disappearing people is an egregious 

crime and Turkey has a heinous history of forcibly disappearing people in the 

1990s, as attested in multiple ECtHR judgments.”65 

b) Journalist Ayşe Yıldırım’s Statements dated 7 August 201966 

198- Journalist Ayşe Yıldırım declared on www.artigerçek.com dated 7 August 

2019 that, “Four of the six people who were abducted six months ago were 

suddenly found one night’! Their custody periods have been extended twice. They 

are not allowed to see the lawyers. … All four of them had been abducted six 

months ago from different cities. Heaven knows how, six months later, all four of 

them, on the same day on July 28, appeared at the same place, that is, near the 

Ankara Anti-Terror Department. What a "coincidence" it is, they were doing 

‘routine’ GBT (General Data Gathering) scans at that place and all four of them 

were caught at this GBT scan! 

199- Özgür Kaya, Salim Zeybek, Erkan Irmak, Yasin Ugan… Wives of all four 

of them were called in the middle of the night. “Your husband is found, come here 

at 10 in the morning,” they were told. Of course, they went. But neither they 

managed to see their husbands, nor the lawyers. Thanks to the intense reactions, 

finally the women have seen their husbands. However, they had difficulty to 

recognise their partners. The four women who talked to HDP Kocaeli MoP Ömer 

Faruk Gergerlioğlu were all saying the same things: 

200- They have lost too much weight; about 20-25 kilos. Their skins were very 

pale and looked white. As if they have not seen the sun for six months. They were 

behaving strangely. They were timid and distressed. They were keep peering at the 

policemen waiting in the room at their heads. They were all repeating the same 

sentences as if they are talking under instruction. 

                                                
65 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/06/turkey-concerns-disappeared-men-now-police-custody  
66 https://www.artigercek.com/yazarlar/ayse-yildirim/adalet-bakanligi-artik-konusmali 
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201- “We do not want private lawyer. Withdraw international applications. 

Close down Twitter accounts. Do not speak with the MoPs who are pursuing this 

case.” 

202- In other words, they were all wanting to close this case silently! Well then, 

where were these people for the last six months? Did the women ask this to their 

husbands? Yes, they did. Mr. Gergerlioğlu tells what answer they got: 

203- “All four of them gave evasive, furtive answers. They gave answers like 

‘don't poke there’, ‘it is lived, passed and finished’, ‘don't ask this to me’.” (‘Orayı 

karıştırma’, ‘o artık yaşandı geçti gitti’, ‘onu sorma bana’) Of course the women 

do not believe that their husbands are talking by their own free will. …  

204- Salim Zeybek was abducted in Edirne at the presence of his wife and 

children. Özgür Kaya and Yasin Ugan were abducted in Ankara, before the eyes of 

all residents. Erkan Irmak was abducted in Istanbul in front of his house. These 

people who are all accused of being members of ‘FETÖ’ are being kept in custody 

in Ankara TEM (Anti-Terror Department) since July 28. Their custody period have 

already been extended twice. They are not allowed to see lawyers, they could only 

see their families for only five minutes and they want 'the case to be closed down'. 

205- Upon the application of these families, the ECtHR and the UN Committee 

of Forced Dissappearances demanded information from Turkey regarding these 

individuals. The Ministry of Justice requested time until September from the UN 

and the ECtHR. Does the Ministry of Justice not wonder what had happened to 

those people who are suddenly found just one month before that time has ended? 

Why is the Ministry of Justice, who kept quiet for the last six months, not talking 

now? 

206- During the OHAL (State of Emergency) 27 individuals were abducted. 

Mr. Gergerlioğlu have been pursuing all these abductions one by one. All victims 

are using similar statements, they were all kidnapped and tortured. Two of them 

are still missing; Mustafa Yılmaz and Gökhan Türkmen. 

207- The Ministry of Justice now must speak anymore! Why are these people 

not allowed to speak with lawyers? Where have they been kept during those six 

months? Who had abducted them? Had they been tortured? Had they been 

examined by medical doctors? If they had, what kind of findings they obtained? At 
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what stage the works regarding the other two missing persons? What answer are 

you going to give to the UN and the ECHR in September? … ».67 

c) Response of the President of the Turkish Parliament’s Human Rights 
Inquiry Commission dated 15 August 2019 

208- On 22 February 2019, HDP MoP Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu wrote a letter 

to the Turkish Parliament's Human Rights Inquiry Commission and asked “where 

Yasin Ugan and Özgür Kaya are being held. On 6 May 2019, two months and 

fifteen days after this request, the Human Rights Inquiry Commission of the 

Turkish Parliament wrote a letter to the police and demanded information. The 

Chief Constable's reply reached the Human Rights Inquiry Commission on 20 June 

2019, and only few days later Yasin Ugan and Özgür Kaya have been handed over 

to the Ankara Police Headquarters. After about two months, on 15 August 2019, in 

response to the question posed by HDP MoP Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu, AKP MoP 

Hakan Çavuşoğlu, the President of the Human Rights Inquiry Commission said 

that, “From the document sent by the Police Headquarters, it is understood that 

there is not any missing person report filed about Yasin Ugan or Özgür Kaya and 

they are not searched as missing persons” (Annex 30). 

209- Upon this reply, Human Rights Activist Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu shared 

this tweet: “These are all stories like those of Aziz Nesin! These are documents of 

shame of the Turkish Republic! This is the reply given to me by the Human Rights 

Commission! Whilst these families have made their applications during these six 

months to all domestic and international authorities. This is the State mind; They 

even did not register the applications. Why do you think that is?”68 

B. Relevant reports published by international institutions since 15 July 2016 

210- Relevant paragraphs of “Memorandum on the human rights implications 

of the measures taken under the state of emergency in Turkey”, 

(CommDH(2016)35), published on 7 December 2016 by the Commissioner for 

Human Rights of the Council of Europe Nils Muiznieks: 

                                                
67 https://www.artigercek.com/yazarlar/ayse-yildirim/adalet-bakanligi-artik-konusmali 
68 http://m2.shaber3.com/devlet-yasin-ugan-ve-ozgur-kayanin-kayip-basvurularini-kayda-bile-
almamis-haberi-1331929.html  
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211- Even though The Committee for Prevention of Torture (CPT) of the 

Council of Europe adopted its report on the allegations of torture and ill-treatments 

after 15 July 2016, the CPT has not published this report until now. There is no 

information concerning the fact that if Turkish Government authorised the 

publication of the aforementioned CPT Report. If so, the Government can inform 

the Court. 

212- Relevant paragraphs of the “Opinion on Emergency Decree Laws Nos. 

667-676 Adopted Following the Failed Coup of 15 July 2016”, CDL-AD 

(2016)037,69 Adopted by the Venice Commission at its 109th Plenary Session, 

Venice, 9-10 December 2016: 

 

 

                                                
69 http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documentpdffile=CDL-AD(2016)037-e 
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213- See also, “Report on the impact of the state of emergency on human rights 

in Turkey, including an update on the South-East,” (March 2018), published by 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights:70 

 4. Torture and ill-treatment  
“They took me to the police station, terrorism unit …They called the prosecutor 
and told him on the phone, “we have got a wife of a terrorist”. … Then the 
police officer started threatening to take off my clothes and that they would show 
me to the detained men soldiers. He put his hands under my t-shirt and started 
to take it off. … I was numb, silent.” (Wife of a man suspected of being part of 
the Gülenist network, interviewed by OHCHR)  
77. OHCHR documented the use of different forms of torture and ill-treatment 
in custody, including severe beatings, threats of sexual assault and actual sexual 
assault, electric shocks and waterboarding. Based on accounts collected by 
OHCHR, the acts of torture and ill-treatment generally appeared to aim at 
extracting confessions or forcing detainees to denounce other individuals. It was 
also reported that many of the detainees retracted forced confessions during 
subsequent court appearances.  

                                                
70https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/TR/2018-03-19_Second_OHCHR_Turkey_Report.pdf 
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78. On the basis of numerous interviews and reports, OHCHR documented the 
emergence of a pattern of detaining women just before, during or immediately 
after giving birth. In almost all cases, the women were arrested as associates of 
their husbands, who were the Government’s primary suspects for connection to 
terrorist organizations, without separate evidence supporting charges against 
them.  
79. OHCHR found that perpetrators of ill-treatment and torture included 
members of the police, gendarmerie, military police and security forces.  
80. Thousands of uncensored images of torture of alleged coup suspects in 
degrading circumstances were circulated widely in Turkish media and social 
networks after the coup, along with statements inciting violence against 
opponents of the Government. OHCHR received reports of individuals detained 
and ill-treated without charge by anti-terrorism police units and security forces 
in unconventional places of detention such as sports centres and hospitals.  
81. The United Nations Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment visited Turkey in November 2016 and 
found that torture was widespread following the failed coup, particularly at the 
time of arrest and subsequent detention. He further found that the number of 
investigations reportedly carried out into allegations of torture was “grossly 
disproportionate to the alleged frequency of violations.”  
82. According to the Ministry of Interior, by the end of December 2017, 159,506 
individuals had been taken into custody; out of those, some 55,000 were 
eventually arrested.70 Human Rights Watch estimates that between October 
2016 and October 2017, “over 150,000 people passed through police custody 
accused of terrorist offences, membership of armed groups, or involvement in 
the attempted coup of July 2016.” 
83. OHCHR also notes with concern the adverse effects of the emergency 
measures on fundamental safeguards against torture and ill-treatment: 
a) Timely and unrestricted access to a lawyer of one’s choice is crucial in the 
context of the prohibition of torture and the right to liberty. Decree 667 
significantly erodes detainees’ right to confidential legal advice. It provides that 
oral consultations between the detainees and their lawyers may be recorded for 
security reasons, and that the documents they exchange may be seized; the 
timing of such consultations may be regulated, and the lawyer may be replaced, 
at the request of the prosecution. Furthermore, Decree 676 introduced 
amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code to allow the detention of 
individuals accused of crimes within the scope of the Anti-Terror Law without 
access to a lawyer for 24 hours. Under Article 6 of Decree 676, meetings 
between lawyers and clients may be recorded, observed and/or interrupted by a 
public official where there is a threat to national security and the client has been 
convicted for a terror crime. Access to a lawyer may also be restricted for six 
months by a magistrates’ court. In addition, Article 1 of Decree 676 states that 
individuals accused of terrorism may not have more than three lawyers 
representing them during court hearings.  
b) The right to be brought before a magistrate or judge within a reasonable 
period of time. Decree 667 - the first to be issued following the attempted coup 
- increased the amount of time a detainee could be held without charge from 
four to 30 days. The maximum period in custody without bringing the suspect 
before a judge was then reduced from 30 to seven days with a possible extension 
to 14 days (Decree 684 article 10). Detention of an individual for 14 days 
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without judicial oversight would constitute a violation of Turkey’s human rights 
obligations. 
c) Access to a doctor and medical examination. OHCHR received credible 
reports that medical checks conducted by the designated doctors on detainees 
held in police custody were often done in the presence of police officers, 
violating the confidentiality of patients and impeding adequate documentation 
of possible torture or ill-treatment.  
d) Right to visits and notifying a family member or third party. Access of family 
members to detainees was restricted by Decree 667 which provides that 
detainees may only be visited by their closest relatives, and are only permitted 
to use a telephone for 10 minutes every 15 days. These limitations may violate 
the right to private and family life. Other practices involve unnecessary 
placement in high-security prisons far from the detainee’ s place of residence, 
with the right to only one family visit per month.  
e) Independent oversight. OHCHR was informed that all prison monitoring 
boards which were operating at the provincial level were closed down by 
emergency decree (Decree 673 article 5), and it is not clear whether they were 
reopened. OHCHR notes that independent monitoring of places of detention 
constitutes an international obligation voluntary accepted by Turkey upon its 
ratification of the Committee against Torture (CAT) and the Optional Protocol 
to the Convention against Torture (OPCAT). Independent visits have a crucial 
impact on the prevention of torture and ill-treatment of persons deprived of their 
liberty.  
f) Excessive use of pre-trial detention. OHCHR is concerned about the 
prolonged and frequent use of pre-trial detention, which violates the principle 
of presumption of innocence and puts additional strain on the already vastly 
overcrowded penitentiary system. OHCHR recalls that pre-trial detention 
should be imposed only in exceptional situations, where the existence of security 
risks is convincingly demonstrated, for a very limited lapse of time. Moreover, 
it should be subject to periodic and independent judicial supervision.” 
 

61) See also, the Report published by the Human Rights Watch on 24 October 

2016, https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/10/24/blank-check/turkeys-post-coup-

suspension-safeguards-against-torture. 

II. SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE SUBMISSION SCENE OF 4 
PEOPLE TO THE POLICE ON 28 JULY 2019, PLANIFIED AND 
ORCHESTRATED BY THEIR ABDUCTORS 

214- First of all, the applicants reiterate their version of facts indicated in their 

application form and submitted with these observations to the Court. 

215- Secondly, they kindly request the Court to take fully into account all the 

information, facts, finding, reports and objective observers’ testimonies mentioned 

above when considering the admissibility and the merits of the case. 

216- The Government deny categorically that the abductees were not 

kidnapped by the security and intelligence agents, but they had been hiding in a 

house together since February 2019 and a witness called and informed the police 
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of their place, and consequently the police arrested them in Ankara city-centre. 

These statements are totally false for the following reasons and not based on any 

factual information relying on reliable documents. 

217- Firstly, there is no doubt at all that Salim Zeybek was abducted before the 

eyes of his wife and children by heavily armed men who introduced themselves as 

security officers (see above, Salim Zeybek's wife's explanations). Salim Zeybek 

was abducted after being cut in front while travelling on a motorway near Edirne, 

before the eyes of his wife and children, and his wife and children were brought to 

their house in Ankara by the same officers. Without conducting any investigation 

at all regarding this incidence, or fulfilling any research required for an effective 

investigation, the Government claims that Salim Zeybek met with the other 

abductees and was hiding in the same house with them for the last six months. The 

Government, without obtaining neither the footages of the MOBESE cameras 

situated at the petrol stations and motorway services on the motorways and city 

roads leading from Ankara to Edirne, nor the PTS (Numberplate Recognition 

System) recordings, or the security camera recordings or the HTS records, and 

without conducting any examination over those recordings, claims that Salim 

Zeybek has been living in the same house as the other abductees since February 

2019. The Government brings forward this claim without even questioning the 

driver who drove Salim Zeybek and his family on the Edirne motorway; and 

without even interviewing the policemen from Edirne Constabulary who had 

witnessed the abduction. For these reasons, the Government's allegation is 

completely baseless.  

218- The Gorvernment also alleges that Özgür Kaya and Yasin Ugan had not 

been abducted by more than 40 heavily armed men from the house they were 

staying in Ankara city centre and claims that they were secretly meeting together 

and hiding with the other abductees. This claim is made without taking the 

testimony of neither the house owner, nor any of the tens of people who witnessed 

the kidnapping. The Goverment claims this, despite the fact that the house owner 

has actually went to the Ankara Courthouse to give his testimony, but they did not 

interview him. If even only one of the local residents’ testimony would have been 

taken and registered, all allegations of the Government would be proven false. Not 

to let the Government's allegations rebutted, not even one of the tens of people 

witnessed the case, has been interviewed. Although the number plate of the vehicle 
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used in the abduction has been given, without searching the roads the vehicle had 

used and examining the PTS (Numberplate Recognition System) records and 

without defining the owner of the vehicle, the Government is alleging that the two 

persons were not abducted. They are claiming that the two persons were not 

abducted without even examining at all the video recordings of the MOBESE and 

CCTV cameras situated at the crime scene. Just because, with even only one search 

of evidence, the allegations of the Government will be fully rebutted, none of the 

procedures are conducted. For this reason, the allegations of the Government are 

completely groundless.  

219- Erkan Irmak was abducted before the eyes of his wife in Istanbul city 

centre. Although his wife requested the recordings from the MOBESE cameras in 

the area to be immediately gathered and protected, the Government officials 

claimed that the MOBESE cameras were not working. With her own efforts of 

research, his wife obtained the numbers of the MOBESE cameras and requested 

the films recorded by them to be examined. Despite all these, without fulfilling any 

examination whatsoever, without obtaining and studying the footages of the 

MOBESE and CCTV cameras and HTS records in the area, the Government is 

claiming that Erkan Irmak was not abducted. 

220- Meanwhile, Mustafa Yılmaz was abducted in Ankara city centre and his 

wife, with her own efforts, obtained the CCTV footages of the moment of 

abduction and presented them to the prosecutor. Despite this fact, without 

condcuting any examination at all on the footages, the Government is alleging that 

Mustafa Yılmaz was not abducted, either. 

221- The Government themselves admit that they engage in abductions after 

15 July 2016. With an official statement made on 23 October 2018, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs admitted that they had kidnapped more than 100 Gulenists from 

abroad and brought them to Turkey by force (Annex 1, p. 3) Among these people 

are Zabit Kişi and Enver Kılıç, who had been subjected to torture in a secret 

detention center in Ankara for months and then were handed over to the Ankara 

Police (see above). For this, please especially see Ozdil and Others v. the Republic 

of Moldova, no. 42305/18), 11 June 2019; and Views adopted by the UN Human 

Rights Committee concerning communication No. 2980/2017, 26 March 2019, 
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İsmet Özçelik, Turgay Karaman and I.A.71 In his speech he gave on 31 March 2018, 

President Erdoğan, too, said that the MİT (Turkish Intelligence) had "packaged" 

six Turkish citizens from Kosovo and brought them to Turkey.72 In short, abduction 

cases are acts that are admitted by the Turkish Government itself. 

222- More than 28 abduction cases have occurred in Turkey since 2016. The 

CCTV footages captured especially in Ankara show the use of similar method for 

abducting people who are allegedly accused of being member of Gülen movement 

during last three years.73 The Government has also categorically denied the 

abduction of Ümit Horzum and claimed that he was not abducted, but Mr. Horzum 

expressed his wife that he had been abducted and subjected to severe torture for a 

very long time. This situation has been stated in the applicant's observations in 

reply, and the Government has not been able to deny this and has implicitly 

admitted (see, Horzum v. Turkey, no. 4475/18, observations in reply of the 

applicants, especially, §§ 78-82 and the Government observations in reply dated 

19 December 2018). 

223- In their observations they presented to the ECHR on 29 March 2019 in 

regard to Özgür Kaya (no. 14443/19), the Government alleged that he was not 

abducted as described. In their observations dated 29 March 2019, the Government 

claims that: “the Government would like to note that the applicants’ relative, Özgür 

Kaya did not disappear while he was under the responsibility of police officers. … 

(Thus), the applicants’ claim that their relative has been abducted by the agents of 

the state is an abstract allegation.” (see, Government observations dated 29 March 

2019 in the case of Kaya and others v. Turkey, no. 14443/29, § 32). 

224- In their observations presented to the ECHR on 8 April 2019, the 

representative of the applicants in their application Kaya and others v. Turkey, 

made the following remarks: “58. With regard to § 32 of the Government 

observations, the allegations mentioned in this paragraph does not reflect the 

reality. The public authorities know very well where Mr. Özgür Kaya has been kept 

                                                
71 https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24661&LangID=E 
72 http://tr.euronews.com/2018/03/31/erdogan-dan-kosova-basbakan-na-kimden-talimat-ald-n  
73 See, https://youtu.be/E-VlRbKmel4; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Av9Tif8K5aA ; 
https://www.google.be/search?q=siyah+transporter+ka%C3%A7%C4%B1rma&rlz=1C5CHFA_e
nBE795BE795&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=2zOIgYFuEeHCPM%253A%252CXkMWIx
7A56uwCM%252C_&usg=AI4_-kTHxoMqJ4m9k8lXuJ-
YCqqqqerHdA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjn1cOvytbeAhUGBSwKHc-
kD2gQ9QEwCHoECAUQBg#imgrc=2zOIgYFuEeHCPM). 
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because he was apprehended by them and the applicants’ allegations are not 

abstract, as stated above. It is possible that, in the near future, Mr. Özgür Kaya 

will be delivered to the police by his abductors, as it has occurred in similar cases 

(see, Ümit Horzum case, Application no. 4475/18, Horzum v. Turkey).” 

225- As stated in the applicants’ observations and predicted by the applicants, 

Özgür Kaya was delivered to the Ankara Police Department on 28 July 2019 by 

his abductors. 

226- On the other hand, four people who were abducted in three different cities 

-Ankara, İstanbul and Edirne- (Özgür Kaya, Yasin Ugan, Erkan Irmak ve Salim 

Zeybek) have somehow gathered together and were arrested on the same day, at 

the same hour, in the same place. During the 13-day custody, all of these people 

were denied the right to see both the lawyers hired by their families and the lawyers 

appointed by the Ankara Bar Association. All of the four people were allowed to 

see their wives for only a very short time at different times, in different places, but 

they all repeated the same drills to their wives: “Close down your Twitter account; 

withdraw your applications you filed at the ECtHR and the UN; I do not want a 

lawyer; and stop contacting the Parliament Members.” (“Twitter hesaplarınızı 

kapatın; AİHM’ye ve Birleşmiş Milletlere yapmış olduğunuz başvuruları geri 

çekin; Avukat istemiyoruz ve Milletvekilleri ile olan temasınızı kesin.”) All of them 

have lost about 20 kg of weight, their skins got pale, and all appeared before their 

wives looking timid and apprehensive. These very brief husband-wife meetings 

were held under the scrutiny of 3 policemen and filmed with a camera. The same 

things were also observed on Mustafa Yılmaz and Gökhan Türkmen who have later 

been submitted to the police. 

227- Unfortunately, the method of abduction and interrogation under torture 

has been nearly a common practice since the beginning of 2016 and neither public 

prosecutors nor the Constitutional Court conduct an effective investigation or take 

a significant decision to stop this practice. For any of the six abductions, there is 

not even the slightest sign suggesting that an effective investigation was held; all 

of the authorities the families applied to have exhibited a passive attitude and did 

not do anything. For all of the six individuals, an investigation has been launched 

carrying a number belongs to the year 2017 (Chief Ankara Public Prosecution, No. 

2017/69394) and all of them are sought after as suspects in the same case file. All 

of them have been interrogated for their relations with people in the MİT who are 



 92 

claimed to be Gulenists. For all these and above-explained reasons, the persons 

who are the family members of the applicants, had been abducted by security and 

intelligence officers, had been interrogated under torture for six months and on 28 

July 2019, they were handed over to the Ankara Police. Those who handed them 

over to the Police are the officers who had abducted them. All of these four 

abductees submitted 60-70 pages hand-written statements to the police saying that 

they are contrite. These registered statements, somehow, have not been presented 

to the ECHR by the Government and kept secret from the applicants. These 

statements contain extremely important clues about the persons who had abducted 

these people; Because they were abducted for the purpose of getting such a 

testament from them. Nearly all of the abductees were handed over to the Ankara 

Police. In short, the mentioned persons were abducted by security officers as it is 

impossible for so many coincidences and so many similarities to come together. 

With the words of MoP Sezgin Tanrıkulu, "even crows would laugh" at the claim 

alleging that four different individuals who were abducted in different cities, on 

different dates have come together and lived together in the same house for 6 

months and then suddenly on 28 July 2019, decided to surrender, or were caught 

after being reported (see above). 

228- The most important evidence that proves the Government's arguments to 

be false is the abduction of Salim Zeybek by heavily armed men on a motorway in 

Edirne before the eyes of his wife and children. The Government claims that the 

other three individuals (Özgür Kaya, Yasin Ugan and Erkan Irmak) were staying 

together with Salim Zeybek, and they were all captured on the same date, in the 

same place (Ankara). Since Salim Zeybek’s abduction is a certain fact, then it is 

clear that those who abducted this person in Edirne, also abducted the other three 

individuals. There is no doubt at all about this.  

229- Moreover, the Government alleges that they only found hand-written 

testaments on them during the body search of those four people. In the observations 

of the Government, there is not any information about the phones these people had 

used. Whereas, it is very clear from the statements of their statements that these 

four people used mobile phones until February 2019 and most recently, on the day 

they surrendered, they used their phones to contact the "imaginary mysterious" 

person who took them to Ankara Sakıp Sabancı Street. Even though the records 

belonging to this phone are extremely important to shed light on the case, the 
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Government's observations do not provide any information about this phone, 

either. From the HTS records of this telephone, it can easily be seen whether or not 

these abductees had really been staying for the last six months in the place they 

said they had. Neither the Government supplies any information about this 

telephone which is the most important evidence of the investigation, nor the ati-

terror police has shown any effort to find this telephone. Since determining the data 

belonging to this telephone is very important to reveal the actual fact, having not 

any ground based on any information about this telephone is another evidence 

demonstrating that the allegations of the Government are imaginary.  

230- In the Government observations, how Erkan Irmak joined the other 

abductees is explained as follows: According to the so-called statements of Özgür 

Kaya who was abducted on 13 February 2019: “A while later Erkan Irmak came to 

us.” However, Erkan Irmak was abducted on 16 February 2019 at 23:10 by civilian 

looking three men in Istanbul city centre, before the eyes of his wife. Özgür Kaya 

did not give any information at all about: how Erkan Irmak came to the house they 

were staying; whether he called them or not before he came to them; how he arrived 

this house; and how he found the address. As it is claimed that Erkan Irmak had 

found the address and stayed in the house, it is impossible for him to forget the 

address and place of the house and he could obviously tell the address of the house 

to the policemen. However, according to the observations of the Government, these 

abductees do not even know the address of the house they had allegedly stayed for 

six months. For all these reasons, the claims of the Government are all imaginary 

and it is clear that Erkan Irmak was taken to the place where they held Özgür Kaya 

who had been abducted three days before him. It is also seen that the police has not 

conducted any research to find this house. For four people to hide in a house whose 

address is not clear, shutters are closed, connection with the outer world is cut off, 

without eating or drinking anything for 6 months, is a completely fictional scenario. 

If they would give the address of the house, then an investigation could be held at 

that address and the factual truth would be revealed and the fallacy of the 

Government's claims would be exposed. According to their scenario, the four 

people had never come out for six months. Four people cannot live in a closed 

house without buying any food, at least bread and water. For all these reasons, the 

allegations of the Government are just a scenario. 
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231- In the statements of the four abductees, there is not any information at all 

how they had lived during those six months. It is not written in the statements 

anything even about whether or not they watched television, went out for shopping 

or used the social media. Families of these four abductees tried to make their voices 

heard via social media and tried to find the missing persons for 5-6 months. As it 

is claimed that they had their smart phones and used WhatsApp (they say that they 

contacted the imaginary person with WhatsApp) obviously they had internet, too. 

Therefore, it is impossible for them not to see their families' attempts to find them 

from the social media. It is completely against the natural course of human life for 

them not to contact at all their families and inform that they are well and alive and 

have not been abducted. This very simple and unconvincing scenario is nothing but 

an attempt to cover up a dark-six-months time that has elapsed filled with torture. 

232- According to the Government, the four people, who had been hiding for 

three years without considering at all to surrender, just at the time when serious 

explanations were made stating that they had been abducted (February-July 2019), 

they suddenly decided to hand themselves over. It is also just a scenario that the 

four people, all at the same time, decided to submit themselves at a time when open 

complaints were being filed and evidence started to appear showing that they had 

been abducted by MİT and interrogated under torture.  

233- According to the Government, when they captured the four abductees, 

they found on them 50-60 pages of hand-written testimonies and they claim that 

they had written them to remember what they are going to tell. Just like the Ümit 

Horzum case, there is no doubt that these statements had been dictated by force, 

under torture. This also shows that the four persons, just as happened in Ümit 

Horzum case, had been abducted and wrote the sentences they had been dictated 

under torture, which links the case to MİT (Turkish Intelligence). In terror 

investigations, there is not any prior example where suspects submit themselves to 

the police to be interviewed with their hand-written testimonies. Moreover, copies 

of the said testimonies have not been given to neither the applicants nor the 

lawyers, nor a copy of them has been presented to the ECHR; whereas these 

testimonies contain hard evidence regarding the identities of those who had 

abducted the four people. 

234- According to the Government, Salim Zeybek has video-recorded his 

confessions and gave it to someone he does not want to give his name. This kind 
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of a scenario is also a first in the history of terror investigations. The Government 

has not remarked where this video recording is, either.  Camera recordings are 

important and they are among the strong evidence that can give an idea of the place 

they had been kept for the six months. The anti-terror police who conduct the 

investigations for the organisation, has not shown any effort to find these video 

recordings, either. What is more, it has not been explained how these four people, 

claimed to have stayed in one house for six months without going out at all, 

obtained this type of video-recorder (it is not recorded with a mobile phone), hence, 

the allegations of the Government are, with all aspects, just a scenario.  

235- It is against logic for the said men, who had spent their 3 years by fleeing 

and hiding, without contacting their families even for once, to then get a 

professional video-camera and record the testimonials that are claimed to be their 

own statements. The claim alleging that the men, who had not gone out at all for 6 

months fearing that they might be caught, have suddenly found this video-camera, 

craves for explanation to clarify how they obtained this video-camera and why 

they, for no reason, felt the need to make the video recordings. This is completely 

against the natural flow of life; hence it is an evidence showing that the claims of 

the Government are delusive.  

236- Regarding the reporting by telephone, according to the Government, a 

person, suggested to be a male, called the police at around 21h36 and reported that, 

“He does not want to give the details of his identification, and he saw 4 men who 

are walking towards the woodland area near Tepe Prime in the district of 

Çankaya, Mustafa Kemal, holding cases and plastic bags in their hands, might be 

members of the organisation…” and upon this call, the four people have been 

caught by the police who arrived at the scene at 22h00, 24 minutes after the call. It 

is illogical for the four persons, who, as reported by the anonymous informer, "were 

walking", to be caught at the same place 24 minutes later. Even only this is an open 

evidence showing that the allegations of the Government are nothing but an 

imaginary scenario. A person who walks at a normal pace can go a distance of at 

least 2-2.5 km in 24 minutes.  

237- Secondly, the anonymous informant did not call the widely known police 

report line "155", but called a number belongs to the on-duty Anti-Terror 

Department (+90 312 303 52 27), which is not known by ordinary individuals. 

Normally, an ordinary citizen would not know that the Anti-Terror Department of 
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the Constabulary has got an on-duty office, nor its telephone number to leave his 

report here. But the police report line 155 is known by everyone. This shows that 

the informant is not an ordinary citizen. The informant must be a person who knows 

that he can report a case to the on-duty office of the Anti-Terror Department (TEM) 

and who knows its telephone number. Meanwhile, if he would have dialled 155, 

the Communications Office would have sent the local police teams to the scene 

and they would have dealt with the case. To prevent the local police team to 

intervene in the case, the reporting was deliberately made to the TEM itself. This, 

too, an evidence shows that Özgür Kaya, Yasin Ugan, Salim Zeybek and Erkan 

Irmak were abducted by professional security officers.  

238- On the other hand, the number from where the informant called is “+90 

312 288 47 84” which belongs to a private person who resides in the district of 

Yenimahalle of Ankara. Since the report was made from a land-line, the informant 

must have seen the four people walking from where he is calling. For him to be 

able to see the four people walking, he must have called from an address around 

Tepe Prime situated in the district of Çankaya in Ankara. However, the aforesaid 

land-line number belongs to the address in Yenimahalle where MİT is situated (see 

Annex 31). It is out of logic to see four people walking at night in a place 3.5 km 

away from the fixed place in Yenimahalle from where the informant called the 

police. Thus, the allegations of the Government are just part of completely 

imaginary scenario, hence groundless (For more detailed information on this, 

please see Annex 31). 

239- As alleged by the Government, the place where the four abductees were 

claimed to be seen, is a place where many universities (such as METU, Bilkent, 

TOBB, Hacettepe, Başkent), tens of state buildings (such as the Council of State, 

BTK-Information and Communication Technologies Authority, Religious Affairs 

Headquarters, TOBB-The Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges), and 

shopping centres and workplaces of many companies (such as Kentpark AVM and 

Ce-pa AVM, Renault Mais and Toyota) are situated. Moreover, there are thousands 

of residential apartment blocks and houses in this area. In that area, there are always 

people around for 24 hours of the day. It is a verly lively area. Especially students 

and civil servants are walking around there at any time of the day. In such a 

crowded area, nobody can report "4 people holding bags in their hands, walking 



 97 

toward somewhere" as suspects of terrorism. This allegation of the Government is 

delusive. 

240- In regard to their surrender and the address of the house where they, 

allegedly, had been staying for 6 months: Erkan Irmak said that he was staying in 

a flat on the 3rd floor of an apartment in Mamak; Özgür Kaya said he was staying 

in a flat on the 3rd floor of an apartment in Pursaklar; Salim Zeybek said he was 

staying in a flat on the 3rd floor of an apartment in Pursaklar; while Yasin Ugan 

said he was staying in a flat the address of which he cannot remember. One person 

says he was staying in Mamak, two persons are saying that they were staying in 

Pursaklar, and one of them does not remember where he was staying; but all four 

of them are saying that they were staying in the same house and none of them can 

give the open address of the house. If this claim is true, each of them must have 

come to this house by knowing the address, as it is impossible to go to a house 

without knowing its address. A person who comes to a house they know, they must 

also know its address and exact location; meanwhile, they would not forget, and 

remember very well, the address of the house that they had left just the day before. 

The distance between Pursaklar and Mamak is at least 28 km and it is impossible 

to confuse them with each other (for this, please see the aforementioned detailed 

information, Annex 32). For this reason, too, the allegations of the Government 

are just a groundless scenario. 

241- We must also remark here that the testimonies that are claimed in the 

Government's observations to belong to the four people, are nearly identical; 

structures of the sentences, conclusions, even the words used are nearly the mirror-

image of each other. All four of them had explained their past of 20 years day by 

day, very clearly, in a very detailed way, without forgetting anything. They, 

however, cannot remember the address or the location of the house they were 

staying just a few days before. The testaments are written with such professionally 

articulated sentences that can only be seen in books, and the sentences in all four 

testaments have same structures. This strongly suggests that the four abductees had 

been made memorise these sentences. It is understood that these very well 

expressed and detailed testaments were taken in front of the prosecutor in just 30-

50 minutes; if the dates and times on the statement records are examined, the 

contradiction can be seen. All these evidence that the four individuals had been 
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abducted and subjected to torture by MİT officers and forced to write and sign the 

priorly prepared statements, just as it happened in the application of Ümit Horzum. 

242- When carefully examined, the signatures on the documents submitted by 

the Government to the ECHR, the submitted statement records, signatures on each 

page, thickness of the pens used for the signatures, the way the notes are signed, 

etc. indicate that the persons have signed all of the notes one after the other -despite 

the different dates used on the papers. This can be seen even with bare eyes when 

looked very carefully, a situation which shows that the statement records do not 

reflect the factual truth. 

243- When it comes to the similarities between the abduction cases, it is 

reported that in all of the abductions they have used a black/white minibus; heads 

of all abductees were covered with a sack; abductors introduced themselves as 

being state officials, acted like state officials and hid their identities by wearing a 

mask (Obviously they used this method because they, as state officials, know that 

what they are doing is a crime. There is not any abduction committed by a non-

official person who hid their face from the abductee). Security and state officials 

have not imposed any action on these persons who committed abductions; have not 

carry out any effective investigation or inquiry regarding these crimes; and all 

public authorities exhibited an absolute passivity. In the beginning, the police and 

the prosecution did not even put the criminal complaints filed regarding these 

abductions into process, and later they have not conducted any effective legal 

action. The families who were trying to collect evidence have faced difficulties 

made by state officials. They even banned to give footages of private security 

cameras to others with a regulation issued in 2019. Most of the abductees had been 

interrogated under torture for a period of time before they were handed over to the 

Ankara Police. All these practices were also perpetrated in the cases of Özgür 

Kaya, Yasin Ugan, Salim Zeybek, Erkan Irmak, Gökhan Türkmen and Mustafa 

Yılmaz, and all of these men are the suspects of the same investigation file. Each 

one of the six men said that he does not want a lawyer; they all gave similar 

statements that are obviously   made memorised priorly; they all wanted their wives 

to close down the social media accounts they are using and they all wanted from 

their wives to withdraw their applications at international authorities and the 

ECHR. All of these are among the evidence depicting that all these men had been 

abducted by state officials and kept in captivity by them. 
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244- The public prosecution prevented the abductees to see the lawyers hired 

by their families. Although the abductees said that they do not want any lawyer, on 

the last day of their custody, two lawyers, it is not not known who they get their 

payment from, suddenly appeared and alleged that they are defending the rights of 

the abductess. These lawyers are the friends of the prosecutors who are known to 

be close to the ruling power; they are known as the protectors of  the Government's 

interests; and they are specially picked for this case. Despite the fact the abductees' 

partners have hired lawyers for them, although the Bar Association offers free legal 

counselling services, and although there are tens of lawyers, who are also human 

rights activists, waiting at the Courthouse to volunteer to defend the abductees, 

assigning two lawyers who are close friends of the prosecutor to this case is 

completely against both the CMK (Turkish Code of Criminal Procedures) and the 

ECHR. 

245- The two lawyers, evidently standing on the side of the Government, do 

not give any information and do not show any document at all to the families of 

the abductees, while do not request any payment, either. Because they have not 

been assigned by the Bar, they are not paid by the Bar, either. It is against the 

natural flow of life and against the law for them to defend people for whom there 

are serious suspicions that they had been abducted, without taking any payment at 

all, and at a political case. These lawyers, who are said to be ultra-nationalists, are 

evidently defending the interests of the state, not the interests of the applicants. 

These cannot be titled as "lawyers"; these can only be called “state officials who 

are working to defend the interests of their state”. 

246- It is seen that all of the abductees have lost serious amount of weight; each 

of them lost about 20 kilos. It was seen that each of them had bruises and signs of 

battery on visible parts of their bodies (especially on neck). Even though they had 

requested, they had not been examined by independent medical doctors in 

accordance with the Istanbul Protocol, hence these signs of torture had not been 

able to be recorded. It was also observed that all four of them had empty and 

senseless expressions and timid behaviours. During the very brief meeting with 

their spouses, none of the four people had even asked how their children are. It was 

seen that Salim Zeybek, whose eye-sight is very poor and used to use glasses 

permanently, did not have his glasses on his eyes. Their skin was extremely pale-

looking, suggesting that they had not seen the sunlight for months. At the short 
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meeting with their wives, all of the named persons, with a senseless and timid 

voice, tried to rattle off all the words they had memorised without even listening to 

their spouses. 

247- Despite all requests, the four abductees had not been examined by 

independent doctors during the 12-day custody. During the custody, their routine 

daily health checks had not been performed. Fake health check reports are made 

signed by some doctors and put in the case file trying to show that as if they had 

been examined. This can be seen with even bare eyes if the health check reports 

submitted by the Government to the ECHR are examined. If the Government is so 

sure that these four men had not been tortured, why then they prevented them to be 

examined by independent doctors? If they would not prevent this, now they would 

be all clear from all accusations. Preventing independent medical examination is 

also among the evidence that show these four men had been interrogated under 

torture. 

248- On 9 August 2019, while the abductees were brought to the Courthouse, 

the corridor going toward the hall they were in, had been barricaded and they did 

not allow their families and lawyers to see them; they were just made appear before 

the judge, and then hastily arrested. Family members were not allowed even in the 

arrest hearing that was supposed to be open to public, while all documents have 

been kept secret from the family members (applicants) and they were only said that 

the four men have been arrested.  

249- Former member of the AKP Mustafa Yeneroğlu made the following 

statements at the interview he gave to journalist Ruşen Çakır on 14 December 2019. 

Mustafa Yeneroğlu was elected as MP from AKP in 2015 and appointed as the 

Head of the Turkish Parliament’s Human Rights Investigation Committee. After 

serving at this post for two years (2015-2017), he resigned from his position, and 

on 30 October 2019 he resigned from AKP. His explanations given below can be 

considered as evidence for the human rights violations and human abductions that 

are taking place in Turkey, because many abductions had also happened during the 

period of his office, which had also been examined by the Parliamentary 

Commission he was presiding. The summary of his statements dated 15 December 

2019 are as follows:74 

                                                
74 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29WwPdZDKTM  
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250- “I am saying that in this country (Turkey, added), people are being 

abducted. I am saying that in this country, people are being tortured, that 

hundreds and thousands of people are being accused for being members of a 

terrorist organisation, in this country; it is unbelievable, really unbelievable unjust 

acts are being committed. Look, this is very clear; nobody had better take any 

offense, but in the end, we will be held accountable for all this;, just as how we are 

giving an account of ourselves every day in our own conscious, just as how we look 

in the face of our children when we go our home every evening, we are also going 

to give account to God, if we are believing in the hereafter. At least I am a believing 

Muslim. Unless the believing people will also consider this fact as it is, unless they 

recognise the essence of reality and unless they see the circumstances where the 

honour of humanity, the dignity of humanity has been trampled upon, saying ‘let’s 

change the organisations a bit, let’s change the discourses a bit, or let’s reduce the 

nepotism a bit’ will not help at all. We far passed this, Turkey is very far beyond 

these points. Turkey has already gone over the limits of an authoritarian regime. 

The following period of process involves very serious dangers for the future of 

Turkey. I do not want to live in a country similar to Russia, I certainly do not want 
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to live in a country similar to Middle Eastern countries or Turkic republics. I want 

to live in a free country where I can express my freedom with words. If in a country 

freedom means that you can be free as long as you are apolitical, then I do not 

want to live in such a country. Let nobody take offense, but I would rather live in 

any western country rather than living in this country.” 

251- When I resign from the Central Management Board of the AKP (on 28 

October 2019), of course I wrote down all what I felt. I wrote a letter and expressed 

all my feelings however they came to my mind. Because I did not want that letter 

to be written with any expectation. I wanted it to be sincere and I wrote this kind 

of a letter and sent it to him (Mr. Erdogan, added). Obviously, those had been 

written in that letter were too heavy for him to bear, however they were 

unfortunately a fraction of what was going on. They were only a small example of 

the events happening in this country. However, he was supposed to take them on 

the chin. I was expecting this from Mr. Erdogan, because the former Tayyip 

Erdogan was a person who would shed tears when an oppressed person 

approaches him. He was not a person who would say 'affliction emerges from too 

much compassion’ or ‘those who feel pity shall be pitied’, as he is uttering today. 

Tayyip Erdogan is a very different person today. Can you imagine, a man like Doğu 

Perinçek is defending us today!” 75 

252- His speech between 32:35 and 33:33 is below: 

253- “People are scared to become a target. Now I am a person who never 

mentioned the word ‘Hocaefendi’ ever in my life. Only one day after my 

resignation, however, the certain gang-like formation declared me as fetoist, or 

PKK member or accused with this and that. They are a crowd of pathetic persons, 

but this is not the matter. The matter is how such things can happen in a state of 

law (Rule of Law). While I was the head of the human rights commission, - I mean 

the year 2016, I mean the end of 2015 - I denounced nearly a hundred crimes (acts 

of torture and ill treatments) and I recently discovered that none of these 

denunciations had been taken seriously and prosecuted. In what sort of rule of law, 

we are living in? Since they have not performed any [effective, added] 

investigation what I said about torture and ill treatments, nobody today gives any 

                                                
75 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29WwPdZDKTM 
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hoot to their claims of ‘we are gonna make structural reform, we are gonna make 

judicial reform, etc.’”76 

Conclusion 

254- All these common aspects are among the clear evidence demonstrating 

that the allegations of the Government are imaginary and void of any ground. In 

short, the said men had been abducted by security and intelligence officers and 

handed over to the Police on 28 July 2019 after being interrogated under torture for 

six months. 

Brussels, 3 December 2020 

       

 

    Süleyman Yıldırım 

Applicants’ representative 

                                                
76 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29WwPdZDKTM 


